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Pere Marquette No. 1225, famed engine of the Polar Express, heads east after passing agroup of British railfans at one of the
grade crossings near Carland, Michigan. Thiswas the second runby at this location on Saturday, September 27. Photo by
Rick Schroeder



ComingEvents

October 19, 2008

Danville IL -Annual Chapter Megtingat
Jocko'sDepot Restaurent, 1: 00PM

October 18 & 19, 2008

Indianapoalis, IN Great TrainExpo, Indiana
StateFairgrounds, 10-4, $7

November 16, 2008

Danville, IL - Next Chapter meeting
November 9, 2008

Bloomington, IL Central IllinoisRailroad
Clubannual trainshow, Interstate Center,
9-3,$4

f Model Railroad
Operating Ses-
sons

Mark your calendar now for the fol-
lowing operating sessions that will
startat 1:00PM andendafter 3:00PM:

Rossville

Saturday, November 1, 2008
Saturday, December 6,2008
Saturday, January 3, 2009
Saturday, February 7, 2009
Saturday, March7,2009
Saturday, April 4,2009

Danville and Western

Operating Sessions, 1819 Coventry
Drive, Champaign, beginningat 1:00
PM and ending after 3:00 PM
Saturday, December 27, 2008
Saturday, January 24, 2009
Saturday, January 21, 2009
Saturday, March 14, 2009*

*Pending Urbanatrain show date.
\ J

Next M eeting

Our next meetingwill beheld ,Sunday,
October 19at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant,
Williamsand Gilbert Street, beginning
at1:00PM.

Check out Doug's notes about some
changes on the layout at Rossville. We
are updating the control system to use
either conventional DC or new DCC op-
eration. Mark hasbeen kind enoughtol et
us use many of hislocomatives that are
DCCready. Inaddition, if youhave DCC
ready locomotives bring them up to run.
The November session may be DC but
timewill tell if thenew systemisoperating
by then.

Also note in this issue is the listing of
model operating sessionsat both Rossville
andRick'srailroadinChampaign. Putthese
onyour calendar now and plan to attend.
Rick has made changesin hislayout this
year (thanksto Bob G. and Doug N.) and
wewill seehow operation goes. Rick has
addedanew stagingyardfortheL & N side
andtheoldyard becomesaC& O staging.
TheN&W staging islonger and both the
L&N and most of the N&W are now ex-
posed. Industry changes have occurred
and thefirst sessionswill take some get-
ting used to therevisions. Computer con-
trol hasbeenaddedtomost of themainline
turnouts and Doug isworking on setting
up the computer to control the turnouts
and also maintain manual blocks better.
This should help operators.

If you have slides or video of trains you
took thissummer bring them to the meet-
ing. No program has been set yet for
October andfor November Rick will show
slides/video of the recent Michigan trip.

rrr'\.\\'“ LE MUSEL M
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CP purchase of
DM&E winsSTB

approval

A newrail linetothe Powder River Basin
codfields came a step closer Tuesday
with the Surface Transportation Board's
announcement that it has conditionally
approved the Canadian Pacific’ sapplica
tion to acquire the Dakota, Minnesota &
Eastern Railroad and its wholly owned
subsidiary, the lowa, Chicago & Eastern
Railroad Corp. Environmental issuesre-
main to be resolved.

STB’ sdecision came 13 months after CP
announcedthatit proposedtobuy DM& E
fornearly $1.5billionincashinadeal that
couldapproach$2.5hillion.

The board said its decision “addressed
the potential environmental impacts of
futurecoal trainmovementsover thelines
operatedby CPand/or |C& Eif CPdecides
to construct the new lineinto the Powder
River Basin authorized in Dakota,
Minnesota & Eastern Railroad
Corporation Construction into the
Powder River Basin, STB Finance Docket
No. 33407."

STBasosaidthatit“heldthat CPand Soo
Holding [anindirect CP subsidiary] may
nottransport over CP’ sand/or IC& E’ srail
lines any coal originating on the new
Powder River Basin lineuntil theagency
has prepared an Environmental Impact
Statement addressing the environmental
impactsof thosemovementsandissued a
final decisionallowingsuchoperationsto

begin.”
Check the Board’s decision at
www.stb.dot.gov and then select “E-

Library,” then “Decisions and Notices”
beneath the date “ 9/30/08.”

Via Railway Age 10-1-08



The President’s Corner

For thosewho have made my acquaintance alongtime, it’ swell knownthat I've
beeninand out of model railroading asafacet of theoverall railroad hobby several
timesover theyears. | guessyou could say that I’ mnow back intoit again, at | east
sort of ...

What drew meback wasDCC, or digital command control. Seeingwhat Rick had
done with his layout got me fascinated in this marriage of model railroads and
advanced electronics. The icing on the cake was also the ability to integrate a
computer into the equation, something that waspreviously relegated to electron-
ics engineers.

Inorder totest certain concepts, | decidedtobuildalittle”test” layout at my house.
This was a nice winter project, and sold me on the idea of shelf construction.
Havingready accesstotheundersideof theframework isessential for easy wiring,
andintheprocess| wasableto use somenarrow modul es| had built 20 yearsago.

I’ mjust now powering upthefivetortoisesthat will operatethemainlineswitches,
and oncethisisdonethen computer control can be added. We hopeto have some
switcheson Rick’ slayout under dispatcher control thisseason, and doing it with
DCC isalot easier than running wires back to a central panel somewhere. The
bonus of computer control isthat alterations to alayout don’t require a modifi-
cation to such apanel, but rather just altering some software parameters.

It salso been my pet project to seeif DCC could be applied at Rossville. Weare
atthepoint of cuttinginasystemthat will allow dual control of thelayout upthere;
Analog for normal weekends and some operating sessions, DCC for “ serious’
ons. Although | have borne much of the cost of aDCC system to use on the
CI&E, getting financial help from other operators on the biggest expense of
boosters and wireless throttles is wonderful. And | should also mention that
without Mark Ziebart’ smassive coll ection of engines, wewouldn’t have enough
locomotives that were DCC-equipped to operate aDCC on.

It san expensive proposition, and may not beagood fit for existing layouts. We
areusing someextraordinary measuresto employ DCC onthecommon-rail system
at Rossville. For anew layout, though, thereis no doubt that DCC isthe way of
thefutureand should beconsidered over theol d block control methods. Someone
onceasked mewhat thereal advantageswouldbefor DCCat Rossville. Primarily,
you' rekeeping upwithtechnol ogy that new membersmight beinterestedin. Other
thanthat, thereareprosand consjust likeanything else. My biggest worry isdirty
track, which affectsboth methodsbut canbemoreproblematicwithDCC. Weshall

L Doug

J

| ndianapolisDL RT
plan movesforward

The Indianapolis Regional Transporta-
tion Council has voted unanimously to
endorse a $160 million diesel light rail
transit(DLRT) linelinkingthestatecapital
with Noblesville, roughly 29 milestothe
north.

The operation, said to be modeled after
DLRT linesin New Jersey and San Diego
County, Calif., would include five or six
stations in Marion and Hamilton coun-
ties,andbeginservicein2012, tocoincide
withIndianapolis' beinghosttothe Super
Bowl. Conventional diesel multiple-unit
(DMU) equipment, possibly used equip-
ment, isbeing considered for initial com-
muter service, with DL RT gear being pur-
chased sometimelater.

The council, which is the metropolitan
planning organization for eight counties,
approved themeasureasthefirst of seven
possible transit lines proposed for the
area. But funding remainsuncertain, and
IndianapolisMayor GregBallard, though
infavor of theproposal, said hewanted to
consider taxation only after pursuingother
options, such as private investment.

Via Railway Age 10-1-08

Only NS and Soo
ear ned cost of
capital in 2007

The Surface Transportation Board has
determinedthattheU.S.railroadindustry’s
cost of capital for 2007 was 11.33%, a
1.39%increasefrom 2006. Thismeansthat
only two of seven Classfreight railroads
had returns on investment exceeding the
cost of capital lastyear—Soo Line(includ-
ing Canadian PacificU.S. affiliates), with
areturnof 15.25%, and Norfolk Southern,
withanROI of 13.55%.

Thefivecarriersfailingto earn the STB-
determined cost of capital for theindustry
were: Grand Trunk (including Canadian
National U.S. affiliates), withareturnon



investmentof 10.11%; BNSF,9.97%; Union
Pacific, 8.90%; Kansas City Southern,
9.37%; andCSX, 7.61%.

In announcing itslatest finding, the STB
noted that it usesthe cost of capital figure
“inevaluating theadequacy of individual
railroads’ revenueseachyear, aswell asin
various types of regulatory proceedings
(such as determining the reasonableness
of a challenged rail rate, considering a
proposal toabandonarail line, or valuing
aparticular railroad operation in certain
other types cases).”

The STB’scost of capital decisionin Ex
Parte 558 (Sub-No. 113) and its revenue
adequacy decisoninSTB Ex ParteNo. 552
(Sub No. 112 may be viewed and down-
loaded at www.stb.dot.gov under E-Li-
brary, then under Decisions and Notices
under the date 9/26/08.

STBreectsCN’s
petition for an
xpedited ruling on
EJ& E deal

Afinal STB decisiononCanadianNational
Railway Co.’s application to acquire a
major portionof theElgin, Joliet & Eastern
Railway Co. (EJ& E) will comelater rather
than sooner.

Y esterday, the board announced it re-
jected CN’ spetitionfor anexpedited pro-
cedural schedule. The Class | sought a
final decision on the transaction’ s trans-
portation merits by Oct. 15, prior to the
completion of an environmental review.
CN planstoacquireal98-mileEJ& Eline
encircling ChicagofromU.S. Steel Corp.
for $300millionandrenametheoperations
the EJ& EW West Co.

The STB denied CN’ s petition because a
“procedure that gives CN control over
EJ&EW before the board rules on the
environmental issues violates National
Environmental Policy Act principlesand
regulations,” board members said in the
Sept. 8decision. Inaddition, CN failedto
demonstrate that its proposal would be

Danville Chapter, NRHS - Minutes 9/21/08

Themeeting wascalled to order at 1340.

The Treasurer’ s report shows the following balances:

Checking $1175.19
Savings $4636.13
Total $5811.22

Don Gilmore was introduced as a visitor. He recently moved to Danville and has
modeledin N scale. Hewaswarmly welcomed.

Old Business

The museum was open all scheduled days during the summer. It was reported there
werepretty good recei ptsfromtheconcession. Visitorsappearedtobesomewhat more
numerousthantheprior year. Bob Gallippi wasthemost frequent host at themuseum.

It wasreported asomewhat smaller show may be held inthe spring at Lincoln Square
Villagein Urbana. Nothingiscertain at this point.

Bob reported that C& El Soci ety photos and timetableswere moved to the Vermilion
County Museum. Thereisonly asmall amount of material left at the Rossville depot
which could go to the museum.

New Business
Thefirst operating session is scheduled for Nov. 1.

It was reported that UP isreplacing signal cabinets, including one displaying C&El.
They are working upgrading the CTC, both north and south of Woodland Jct.

TheMeeting was adjourned at 1401. Inlieu of aprogram, many moved to the Cooke
warehouse for some rail observation.

portation in any region of the United

workable” and maintaintheenvironmen- States.”

tal status quo, they said.
TheSTB expectstocompl etetheenviron-

" The agency’s former policy of condi- mental review process in December or

tionally approving proposal sfor the con-
struction of a new or extended rail line
before completion of the environmental
review processdoesnot support CN here
becausenoauthority wasgrantedinthose
cases until the board subsequently is-
sued a decision on the environmental
issues,” the decision states. “Here, in
contrast, CN seeks more than a declara-
tion from the board that the transaction
would not substantially lessen competi-
tion, createamonopoly or restraintradein
freight surface trans-

January and issue a final decision soon
afterward. CN officialsprevioudly stated
they would consider petitioning the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit to compel the board to
issueafinal decisionbeforeyear’ sendif
theexpedited procedural schedul erequest
wasdenied. If thedeal isn’'t completed by
Dec. 31, there' sa“ substantial risk” U.S.
Steel will terminatethedeal, CN officials
have stated.

Progressive Railroading 9-9-08



Senate bill would require freight, com-
muter railroadsto implement PTC

Inlight of last week’s (thiswritten on 9-17) Metrolink/Union Pacific Railroad train
collision in California— which killed 25 people and injured 138 — Sens. Dianne
Feinstein (D-Calif.) and Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) introduced legislation that would
require al major U.S. railroads to install positive train control (PTC) systems.

National Transportation Safety Board official shavesaidthat aPTC system could have
preventedthecrash. TheRail Collision Prevention Act (S. 3493) wouldrequirefreight
and commuter railroadsto devel op plansfor PTC systemswithin oneyear of thebill’s
enactment.

Thelegislation also would: * set adeadline of Dec. 31, 2012, for the systemsto bein
place onrail lines designated by the U.S. Department of Transportation ashighrisk,
and those wused by major freight and commuter railroads;
* setadeadlineof Dec. 31, 2014, forinsta lationof PTConall mgjorrail lines, withpriority
given to passenger-rail lines or those used to transport hazardous materials; and
authorizethe U.S. transportati on secretary to assessfinesup to $100,000for railroads
that fail to comply.

"1t should be totally unacceptable to the American people that we have rail systems
inwhichtwotrainsgonginoppositedirectionsshareasingletrack—with only asignal
light to stop acollision — when technology existsto prevent acrash,” said Feinstein
in aprepared statement.

However, PTC systemsaren’t yet ready tobeimplemented onall railroads, said Federal
Railroad Administrator Joseph Boardman during apress conference held earlier this
week. The various systems are not inter-operable, have to be adapted to stop trains
of different size and weight, and are very costly, he said. In addition, railroads must
secure radio frequencies for the systems.

Via Progressive Railroading

Editor: Note the systemis not ready to implemented yet and there is no provision
for helping railroads with the cost. The estimate has been over $2 hillion from
what | have seen in reports. | think the government should also require PVC on
all automobiles and trucks, that way there would be no accidents.

Amtrak Blue Water arrives at Niles, Michigan station. If you arein the areayou
need to stop and visit this restored 1897 Michigan Central station.

Photo by Rick Schroeder

Michigan Trip
By Rick Schroeder

Friday September 29 SteveHenkel, Bruce
Bird, Walt Baselt and | headed northtodo
sometrain watching in Michigan. Head-
ing north out of Champaign we got off |-
57 as we had passed a northbound train
around Paxton and decided to catch it
farther up theline. At Onarga we caught
thetrainwith 1C 1023, aCN and WC unit
intow. At Danforth we shot NS8927 and
8905 going south with train #317. We
traveled acrossto Momence on Route 17
andcaught UP7127,6625, 8183and 5679
deliveringacoal trainto NSboundfor the
Wheatfield power plant. Over in Indiana
we caught ex BNSF 1653 till in SantaFe
paintattheMaldenédevator. InChesterton
weshot westbound NS33Ewith 9346 and
UP 4547 followed by 21G with 7530 and
two BNSF units.

Wedecidedtofollow the South Shoreand
started at Route 49. We soon caught up
withalocal headed by 2000 and 2005. We
stopped at thewest end of Michigan City
where they start the street running and
caught a6 car commuter trainwestbound.
Soon thelocal followed and we got them
heading down the street paralel to the
cars. A stopattheshopareafoundthepair
switching and heading into the yard.

On our way into Michigan we stopped at
Niles, home to an outstanding Michigan
Central depot builtin1897. Wejust missed
theeastbound Amtrak andwaitedto catch
thewestbound with baggage unit #90200
on the lead, #127 on the rear. Heading
toward Battle Creek we found the neat
depot at Dowagiac and then in Battle
Creek caught CN heading west.

We stayed overnight here and in the
morning caught #399 comming into the
yardwithCN 8017 and1C 6030. At Char-
lotte we caught the westbound Amtrak
with the same power we saw go east the
night before. We continued north toward
Durand, just missing awestbound freight
on theway, and decided to go to Owasso
first. Wefound the Steam I nstitute, home
to Pere Marquette #1225, and went into
the museum. Upon asking if the engine
was available to be seen we were told it
was “out on the line by specia charter”.



They couldnottell uswhereitwasfor sure
asagroupfromEngland had charteredthe
train for 2 days and it was being kept
somewhat secret. However, after paying
the$5entry feeoneof thegal sfollowedus
outsideandtold uswhat lineto check out
(former Ann Arbor) and what town we
mightfindit.

About 70 railfansfrom Britain, Scotland
and other countries had chartered the
trainfor $600 per personper day. They had
flown into Chicago on Thursday, rented
carsand driven to themuseum. Thursday
night was a night photo session, Friday
they hadthetrainall day ontheformerMC
lineand Saturday they went uptheformer
Ann Arbor asfar as Carland. We headed
northwest and soon found the train back-
ing up for another photo run at a grade
crossing. The road was parked full of
rented vehicles and therailroad had vol-
unteersout to keep traffic away from the
area. We setup at abean field and caught
3runbuys. They had old cars setup at the
crossing. The next runby they came up
and stopped with aboxcar at thecrossing.
After blowing the whistle for the stop a
truck backed up to aboxcar, two guysin
coverallsunloaded acoupleof boxesinto
the truck, closed the door and then the
engineer calledintherear brakeman. After
a short time he whistled off and headed
east. Stevehad moved near thetrackinthe
bean field and got the whol e sequence on
HD - ashot he showed usthe other night
and it was great.

The group continued west stopping at
eachgood crossing. Thetrainof oldfreight
cars would back up (engine was headed
east), have 2 or3runbuyswith vehiclesat
the crossing and then go west again to
another crossing. They were scheduled
to be back for lunch around noon and by
1 PM headed back totown. Wegot agreat
shot on the way back.

Upon arrival at the yard they cut the
engine off and proceeded to the service
facility andturntable. Shewasplaced next
to the roundhouse building, ash dropped
and the tender filled with water. After
about 2 hours they moved back onto the
table and turned her west to be heading
west into thesun. Out intheyard they cut
the caboose and put on the rear of the
train, then headed out for an afternoon of

westboundruns. We
caught them at two
more locations with
the last being the el-
evator at Carland.
Here two old trucks
were parked outside
the elevator and two
“farmers’ in cover-
dls, standingtalking,
were the scene as
#1225 blew by. This
was the last of the
day for the group.
They were heading
toDetroitfor aflight
toNew Mexico, then
2 days on the
Cumbres and Toltec, then to Wisconsin
for SooLine1003runs. Inall somesaidit
cost 3,000 poundsandthisdid notinclude
room, board or rental cars. This was a
picture-taking trip - notrainrides.

Weheaded northto Saginaw for thenight
and in the morning went up to Bay City.
Here we caught Huron & Eastern and
Central Michigan power intheyard. The
L ake Statespower wasinagated areaand
thus not accessible. On the way back we
stoppedat theformer CSX yardin Saginaw
and shot someof thepower from an over-
head bridge. We headed to Durand and
caught CN 2601 withastack trainabout a
mile east of town. In Durand we caught
H& E 8802 and 5036 along with Central
Michigan 8804 and 8903. $396 cameinto
town, cut off thetraintothewest, traveled
to the Detroit line and backed into the
H& Etosetoff cars. Thistook over anhour
and was the only train in town. We left
town, followed the Detroit line and shot
the Holly station, in state of restoration,
andthetower whereCSX crossestheCN.
We made it to Monroe, M1 that evening
and then headed out to try to catch some
action before nightfall. South of Monroe
there are 2 former Conrail lines, parallel
and about 2 blocks apart, aformer GTW
line and then CSX is about “amileto the
west. Wekept missingtrainsaswethought
they would beon oneonly tolook and see
them either east or west of us. We did
catch an empty Wyoming coal train with
BNSF power. Our conclusion, Sunday
was hot the same a Saturday - and prob-
ably never would be.
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Westbound UP 6694 passes the tower at Deshler, OH.
Thetower is not used for train control but for an office,
inthelower area, for signal maintainers.

Monday morning we headed to Toledo
area. We caught CSX trains on the way
and the Ann Arbor working out of the
south end of their yard. Wewent to Front
Streetwheretheformer NY Clinecrosses
the Maumee River. We had heard there
was a ship coming and thought a good
chance to get the bridge opening. Aswe
arrivedtwotrainswerecrossingthebridge
with ship about a mile away. After the
eastbound cleared another eastbound
trailertrainwithNS2775and2778druga
“long” train over the bridge to the point
the grain cargo ship had to stop. After
catchingtheshipgoingthroughthebridge
weheaded southto Fostoria. Hewecaught
6 trains including two moves of shoving
garbage cars to the C& O side and final
delivery tothelandfill south of town. We
caught Q200 west of town as we headed
to Deshler.

At Deshler thereisnow apicnicareawith
cover, soda machines, area for cookout,
radio speaker going all the time, porta
potty and evenwifi for your computer. A
guy was there with his computer and the
ATS of the area. He knew every train,
whereit was going and kept usinformed
onall activityinthearea. Wesaw 10trains
in about 3 hourswhilewe werethere and
power included CSX, UP, leasedand CN.

Rainwascominginandwestill hadalong
way toget home. Weheaded west through
Fort Wayne and L afayette, watching or
listening to trains on the way. We had a
greattime- buttherewasnoway totop our
Saturday visit to Owasso, Michigan.



| llinois college ob-
tainsfederal grant
to study locomaotive
fuel usage, emissions

NorthernlllinoisUniversity’ s(NIU) Col-
legeof Engineeringand Engineering Tech-
nology recently receiveda$1 milliongrant
from the U.S. Department of Energy to
help the U.S. rail industry find ways to
improve locomotive fuel efficiency and
reduce emissions.

The college has partnered with Norfolk
Southern Railway tofacilitatetheproject.
Faculty teams, assisted by students, will
explorefuel cellsto power long-haul road
locomoatives, focusing on high-tempera-
ture fuel cells; aternative fuels, such as
bio-diesel; alternative materials, includ-
ing ceramics, high strength steel and alu-
minum, titanium and composites, to im-
prove the durability and performance of
diesel locomotives; and methods to re-
duce emissions and heat loss. A team of
nineNIU engineering professorsal sowill
study the efficiency of current rail lubri-
cantsto reducewear andincrease operat-
ing efficiency under diverse conditions

Driver blames GPS
for train/car crash

BEDFORDHILLS,N.Y.-Adriverwhose
car became stuck on Metro-North Rail-
road tracksand was hit by atrainisblam-
ing hisglobal positioning satelliteunitfor
the incident, the Lower Hudson Journal
News has reported. It’s the second time
this year the crossing, Green Lane, has
beenthesiteof adriver whosecar became
stuck onthetracksallegedly after follow-
ing the directions of a GPS unit. Bedford
Hillsislocated on Metro-North’ selectri-
fied Harlem Line. The road that crosses
the tracks intersects with the Saw Mill
River Parkway, a busy highway running
parallel toMetro-North’ srail line.

Jose Silva, 43, of WhitePlains,N.Y ., told
police “he did what he was told” by his

GPSunit and got hiscar stuck just before
8p.m. “Atleast hehad the senseto get out
of thecarandcall 911,” saidM-N spokes-
woman Marjorie Anders.

Hedidn'tcall intime. Silvasaiditwasfive
to seven minutes after he reported being
stuck on the tracks that the train struck
him. Nobody wasinjuredinthecollision,
but it stranded passengersfor an hour and
ahalf, and three other northbound trains
also experienced delays.

Via TRAINSOn-Line

Rail News

Both BNSF and Union Pacificannounced
(Sept 12) record coal loadings for trains
moving out of Wyoming' sPowder River
Basin coal fields. BNSF said that they
moved out arecord 24 milliontonsof coal
in August, breaking thepreviousmonthly
recordsof 23.9milliontonssetin March.
Union Pacific said that they loaded out a
record 1,190 trainsin August, surpassing
their previoushighof 1,174 trainsin July.
Together, the two railroads dispatched a
total of 2,197 trains out of the PRB in
August, also anew record. (Ed - notethat
thisisabout 70 trains per day).

OnOct.7,CSX Transportation plansto
takethewrapsoff aGenSet locomotiveat
its59th Street Terminal in Chicago aspart
of 22008 U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Climate Leaders Partners
meeting. CSXT was the first railroad to
jointhe EPA’ s Climate L eaders program
andwill becomethefirstrailroadinlllinois
to use GenSet locomoatives, the Class |
said. CSXT plansto use five GenSetsin
various Illinois operations next year.
GenSets are designed to reduce nitrous
oxideand particul atematter emissionsby
80 percent, and carbon dioxideemissions
by 50 percent, and cut fuel usage com-
pared with a conventional switcher.

Themost comprehensiverail safety leg-
islation proposed in 34 year sisheading
to President Bush’ sdesk. Y esterday, the
Senate passed the Rail Safety
Enhancement Act of 2008 (H.R. 2095/S.
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1889) by a74-24vote. Themeasure—and
itscompanionbill, the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and I mprovement Act of 2008—
previously passed the House. The pack-
aged billsnow moveto the White House,
where President Bush isexpected to sign
the measure into law, according to the
United Transportation Union. H.R. 2095/
S. 1889wouldtightenrail worker training
standards, requireconductor certification,
and mandateinstallation of positivetrain
control onlinesused for passenger trains
and to move hazardous materialsno later
than2015. Thebill a sowouldcresteanew
high-level chief safety officer position
withintheU.S. Department of Transporta-
tion(USDOT), add 200 federal rail safety
inspectors and instruct the USDOT to
develop along-term strategy for improv-
ingrail safety, includinganannual planfor
reducing the number and rates of rail ac-
cidents, injuriesandfatalities. Inaddition,
thelegislation woul d reauthorize thefed-
eral rail safety programthrough 2011 and
enable the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion(FRA)toregulaterail workers' hours
of service— providing the FRA that au-
thorizationfor thefirsttime. Thebill would
replacehours-of-servicelawsfirst enacted
in1907 withcomprehensive, scientifically
based regulations to address worker fa
tigue, the FRA said.

Meanwhile, the Passenger Rail Invest-
ment and Improvement Act would reau-
thorize Amtrak for five yearsat atotal of
$13hillion. Amtrak’ spreviousauthoriza
tionexpiredin2002. Duringnextfiveyears,
Amtrak wouldreceive$2.9billioninoper-
ating subsidiesand $5.3billionfor capital
projects, such asnew carsand infrastruc-
tureupgrades. Thenational intercity rail-
road also would receive $1.9 hillion to
develop new state passenger-rail corri-
dors. In addition, the measureincludes a
provisiontoauthorize $1.5billioninfed-
eral funding for the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Authority over 10
yearsfor capital improvementsand criti-
cal maintenancework.

Genesee & Wyoming Inc. says it has
completeditsacquisition of 10 short line
railroadsknownasthe Ohio Central Rail-
road System (OCR) for $234.3millionin
cash, subject toadjustment for final work-



ing capital. GWI also saidit hasacquired
the Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc.
for cash consideration of approximately
$16.5 million and the assumption of $5.4
million in debt, subject to adjustment for
final working capital. Ohio Central Rail-
road operatesover 445 milesof track and
owns64locomotives. Therailroadshandle
approximately 140,000 annual carloads,
primarily inthecoal, steel and solidwaste
industries. Georgia Southwestern owns
10 locomotives and operates over 220
miles of track between White Oak, Ala.,
and Smithville, Ga., between Cuthbert,
Ga.,andBainbridge, Ga.,andinandaround
Columbus, Ga. Georgia Southwestern
connects to GWI’s Chattahoochee
Indugtria RailroadinSaffold, Ga, viatrack-
age rights. It interchanges with Norfolk
Southern, CSX, and the Heart of Georgia
Railroad, carrying about 10,000 carloads
per year, primarily serving customersin
the peanut, general agriculture, aggre-
gate, animal feed, and ethanol storage
markets.

E Unit to Soda Shop - DUANESBURG,
N.Y. - Joe Merli isworking to convert a
former Pennsylvania Railroad E8 diesel
into a soda fountain, the Schenectady
Daily Gazette hasreported. Theunit now
wears New York Central paint and pin-
stripes, and will soon be a replica of a
1950s malt and soda shop on the inside.
Merli ownsacluster of historical artifacts
and buildings he calls the Canal Street
Historical Society, andthelocomotivewill
jointhat collection. The exterior renova-
tioniscompleted. Over thenextfew years,
heplanstoinstall acountertopfor themalt
shop and connect it to a nearby train
station. “We' Il haveafull imageinhereof
a1950ssodashop,” hesaid. Merli even-
tually plans to donate the site to a non-
profit group.

CSXT, UPintroduce California-to-New
York producetrain

CSX Transportation and Union Pacific Railroad have launched a perishable produce
servicebetween Californiaand New Y ork. Y esterday, October 6, thefirst traincarrying
55 refrigerated box cars loaded with citrus products, celery and carrots departed
Deano, Cdlif., beginninga3,300-mile, 128-hour tripto Schenectady, N.Y . UPwill move
the train to Chicago, then interchange with CSXT, which will completethetriptoa
Schenectady refrigerated warehouse.

The service offers southern California perishables shippers a high-speed, reliable
transportation aternative, CSXT and UP said. The service also will target other
commodities— such ascheeseand frozenfood — heading to East Coast markets. Each
train carries the same amount of produce and perishable items that would be moved
by more than 200 trucks, saving 100,000 gallons of diesel per total shipment. "What
is exciting about this new service is that we're carrying produce, such as peppers,
grapes and celery, that we haven't carried in rail cars since they built the interstate
highway system,” said John Philp, UP assistant vice president-food and refrigerated
products, inaprepared statement. TheCalifornia-to-New Y ork trainfollowsaproduce
unit-trainserviceCSX T and UPlaunchedin October 2006 betweenWallula, Wash., and
Schenectady. The Class Is marked that service’ s 100th produce train in September.

Via Progressive Railroading

Restricting Improper use of Electronic
Devices by Railroad Workers

"Today’ s announcement by the National Transportation Safety Board regarding the
tragic Metrolink crash hasmadeit clear that the use of cell phonesand other personal
electronicdevicesmust beimmediately addressed. Thebottomlineisrailroad operating
employees cannot focus on their critical safety functions while engaging in phone
conversations, texting or any other form of unessential electronic communication,
often in violation of railroad operating rules. “The consequences of inattentiveness
anddistractionaresimply too catastrophicto beaddressed at theoperator or statelevel
alone. Asaresult, wewill issue an emergency order explicitly prohibiting the use of
personal electronic devicesby railroad employeeswhile operating trainsand in other
settings. Everyoneinvolvedwithrail travel deservesthefull attentionandfocusof train
operators, without exception and without excuse.” (FRA - posted 10/02)

UrbanaTrain Show

I nquiring minds want to know. Well, at thistime our group in Champaign/Urbana are looking at two options. Themall is
till available. However, for a two-day show it must be held in the east-west and the north hallways along with any empty
stores. Thislimitsthe number and size of layouts. The" high court mall" areaisnot to be used for a two-day show. If the
group decides to hold a one-day show on Saturday then we can use the entire mall. With the new piano bar that hasthe
entrancein the south mall area a security fenceis erected each night acrossthe north end of the big area, thus no two day
events. The group is checking with some vendors and layouts about a one-day show and we should know in a few weeks of
the decision. Many of us areleaning toward a one-day show this next year.
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