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ComingEvents

May 17, 2009

Danville, L -Monthly Chapter Mesting
at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant, 1: 00PM

May 23, 2009

Work session at Rossville, start around
9:00 AM for cleanup bothinside and out-
side. At noon the museum opens for the
season.

May 23-25, 2009

Museum open for the summer.

Next M eeting

Our next meetingwill beheld Sunday,
May 17 at Jocko's Depot Restaurant,
Williamsand Gilbert Street, beginning
at1:00PM.

Atthelast meeting thedecisionwasmade
to have a Depot Museum cleanup on
Saturday morning, May 23, to get the
building ready for the summer opening.
Memorial Weekend is early this year.
Thereisalot of cleaningtodo alongwith
putting away many of the items on the
benches in the middle room. The train
room needscleaning and weneedto setup
trainsfor theopening. Outsideweneedto
cleanuptheplatform, bothfront and back,
and cleanup thegrounds. Bring rakesand
trimmersto help with the outside work.

New siding to reduce delays of Amtrak
Missouri River Runner

Representatives of the State of Missouri, the City of California, Union Pacific and
Amtrak kicked off theconstruction of anew $8.1-million, 9,000-foot railroad sidetrack
to add capacity and reduce delayson theroute used by Amtrak Missouri River Runner
trains between Kansas City and St. Louis.

Thenew siding, located just west of California, Mo., will unclog amajor “ bottleneck”
caused by a25-milestretch of singletrack and enableslower freight trainsto move off
themainlineallowingfaster Amtrak trainsto passand annually reducedel aysby nearly
17 percent.

" As the State of Missouri, Union Pacific and Amtrak break ground together on this
project, it further represents our commitment to making the St. L ouis-to-Kansas City
rail corridor a more viable option for Missourians,” said Pete Rahn, director of the
Missouri Department of Transportation. “ Improvementslikethiswill easecongestion
ontherailroadtracksacrossMissouri and enhanceour state’ squality of lifeby making
passenger rail amorereliable option and increasing our global competitivenessasthe
flow of freight rail trafficimproves.”

"The Kansas City-to-St. Louisrail corridor has experienced such asteady growth in
freight rail traffic over the years that the corridor experienced capacity constraints.
Union Pacific hasinvested morethan $400 million since 1999 onthiscorridor intrack
capacity and maintenance projects,” said
Shane Keller, Union Pacific assistant vice
president — operations — Northern Region.
“All of usat Union Pacificlook forwardtonot
only the completion of this project, but also
what we hope will be more public/private
partnerships like this one which benefits
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Minutes 4/19/9

Themeetingwascalledtoorder at 1403by
President Nipper.

TheTreasurer’ sreport showsthefollow-
ing balances:

Checking $1472.94
Savings 4735.56
Total $6208.50

The club reimbursed President Nipper
$1000 for the DCC equipment. It was
reported that the Urbana Railroad show
netted $341.66. The minutes were ap-
proved as printed.

Old Business

Therail triponMetraisscheduledfor May
2,2009.

New Business

Fred Clark attended the spring NARP
meeting in St. Louis. He reported the
Amtrak trainleft Normal 25 minutes|ate,
but arrived on time at the new Amtrak
station. Thegroup toured the station and
Amtrak staff spoke to the group.

Al Hintzmentioned theupcomingNRHS
convention in Duluth which will include
S002719to TwoHarborsaswell asatrip
to the Iron Range.

A cleanup day at the museum was tenta-
tively plannedfor 5/23, thefirst day of the
season. Dougindicatedit wouldwegood
to update the memorial plaque at the mu-
seum as well as the sign used at shows.

Dave Sherrill related a April Fool joke
played onhimby Ryan Greenburginvolv-
ing the circustrain.

The meeting was adjourned at 1420.

A video about the DMIR was shown.



The President’s Cor ner

Gosh, another month gone and here we are about to open the Rossville Depot Museum once again for the summer months.
| don’t have acopy of the origina opening day circular that was put out so many years ago, but it seemsto me we must be
approaching the thirty year mark for having the place open to the public. A quick look in the Flyer archives sayswe had an
open housein 1980, but | don’t see morethan work onsbeforethen. Maybe Rick will check in hisdownstairsbathroom
for the advertisement we put out on the first open house and confirm the date for us.

It’sfun to look back at those old newsdletters, done on the mimeograph machine we kept in my grandparent’ s basement. If
you have any copiesfrom that era, what can | say? We' ve had ahundred-fold increasein the quality of our publication since
then, and many of you are getting it viael ectronic means now. Computers made this possible, once again proving my theory
that they aretoolsjust like the mimeo machine and stencilswerein that time. We can convey the sametype of information
moreclearly and back it up with graphics. All | can say is, thanksto Cooke Business Productsfor the resourcesthey provide
tomakethe Flyer possible...

Second half topic this month is division points. As noted last month, CSX split the territory once handled entirely by
Jacksonville, and now the Calumet City office dispatches the Woodland Sub, starting at RB Jct. and running to Woodland.
Thismorealignswiththereal division point that al so existsat RB, whichisbetween the Chicago Division and the Nashville
Division. There' sno sign to mark thistransition, but it’s clearly denoted in the timetable.

Danville hasalwaysbeen adivision point for the C& El and successor lines, but what about other roads? One division point
that mostly only railroad men saw wason Conrail. Inmy daysof walking homefrom high school, | remember passingthesign
that denoted the beginning of the Chicago Division that was under the VVoorhees St. Bridge. Thisis the one by Springhill
Cemetery that they are preparing to replace with afill.

Inthe CRtimetablesof thelate 1980’ sthat | haveinmy collection, thiswasshown asthedivision* post” betweentheWestern
Region and the Central Region. Conrail wasso big at thetimethat divisionsal onecouldn’t describethewholephysical plant.
They came up with the concept of regions, and had division within those. Thelinethat came south into Danvillewasknown
asthe Danville Secondary, and was part of the Chicago Division, Western Region. From V oorheessouth, it wastheDanville
Secondary of the Indianapolis Division, Central Region. Things changed over the years, and some whole divisions were
abandoned. The Chicago Division was once known as the Dearborn Division. Collecting Conrail timetablesis probably a
hobby in itself, and a maddening one at that!

The Wabash (N& W) and Milwaukee' s division points were in other cities like Decatur and Terre Haute. But the fact that
Danville was adivision point for two railroads demonstrates the importance of the city asarailroad hub. Any place about
100-150 milesfrom Chicagoinany direction could havebeenadivision point for many railroads, and soit waswiththe C& El
andNYC.

Doug

everyone across Missouri.”

Whenfinishedin December 2009, thesidingwill accommodatethemile-and-a-half long UP coal trainsthat haul low-sulfur coa from
Wyomingtoelectricutilitiesinthe St. L ouisareaand eastern power generationfacilities. MoDOT secured thefundingfor thisproject
from state funds, complemented with afederal grant from the Federal Railroad Administration.

Thislocationwaschosen after aUniversity of Missouri study estimated asidinginthisareawouldannually reducedelaysto Amtrak
trains by nearly 17 percent. It was ranked asthefirst choice among three “ bottlenecks’ on therail line between Kansas City and
Jefferson City. The other locationsarein the Knob Noster and Strasburg areas. The study hel ped Union Pacific’ sengineering and
network-planning groupsmakesolid choiceswherecapacity projectsshould beconsidered acrossthe275-milerail corridor. MoDOT
commissionedthestudy in2006inorder todeterminewhererail linecapacity enhancementsshould bemadetoimprovetrainvel ocity.

Via Railway Age - 4-28



BNSF bagsstimulus
fundsfor major
| owa bridge recon-
struction

BNSF Railway Co. will receive$28.7 mil-
lionin AmericanRecovery and Reinvest-
ment Act dollarsto help fund upgradesto
a Mississippi River-crossing bridge in
Burlington, lowa, accordingto Sen. Tom
Harkin(D-lowa).

Located along the Class I’ s Chicago-to-
Denver mainline, the bridge was built in
1868 and hasreached itsserviceablelife.
The$168millionproject callsfor replacing
the bridge’ s 362-foot swing span with a
300-foot vertical lift. To becompletedin
two phases, the project also includes
upgrades to the remainder of the 2,000-
foot structure.

“RepairingandrebuildingtheBurlington
Northern Bridgeisso much morethanan
infrastructure project, it meansmaintain-
ing rail traffic and avoiding a possible
block in barge traffic on the Mississippi
while creating good construction jobs
that arebadly needed in southeast lowa,”
said Harkinin aprepared statement.

The stimulus act includes atotal of $142
million for bridge repairs nationwide.
Harkin also hel ped secure $26 millionfor
the BNSF bridge through the Truman
HobbsCoast Guard Program, whichfunds
the replacement of portions of bridges
that are considered a hazard to naviga-
tion.

Design work for the project has been
completed. Construction is expected to
startin2010and concludeinthird-quarter
2011

Via Progressive Railroading 4-09

CP Rail eyeslink to access U.S. South

Canadian Pacific Railway Ltd. is discussing a new partnership with Kansas City
Southern Railway Co. aimed at granting the railways accessto each other’ slines. For
CP, thiswould createamoredirect routeto the Gulf of Mexicoin exchangefor greater
accessto Chicago along itsown network. M anagement teamsfrom both railwaysare
settodiscussthepossibility of adeal thisweek in Calgary, asourcebriefed onthetalks
said

Such an arrangement was made possible by CP's recent acquisition of Dakota,
Minnesota& Eastern Railroad Corp., whichlinksthetworailwaysinKansasCity, Mo.
“The CP acquisition of DM& E presents new opportunities for KCS and CP to work
together over Kansas City and we are exploring those opportunities,” said Doniele
Kane, KCSspokeswoman.

Infact, the DM&E lines have the ability to connect to all seven of the top-tier North
Americanrailways, and growingitslong-haul businessthroughthisnew “ KansasCity
Gateway” hasbecomeapriority for CP’smanagement, they said on aconferencecall
last week. Carrying freight over longer distancesistypically moreprofitable,and CP' s
long-haul business has been hurt by declining potash and coal shipments.
"Welooked at ... what point intime can we start the process of extending our haulsto
reflect the new franchise that we have, and those discussions are underway with the
various connecting carriers,” said Brock Winters, CP' svice-president of operations,
onthecall. “We' vealready migrated someand we' |l migrate more,” hesaid.

The talks between CP and KCS are centered on reaching some sort of operational
routing agreement, and industry observers say aso-called “ coproduction agreement”
would be alogical outcome. Such agreements are essentially alliances between the
raillways allowing each to run freight up each others lines, while preserving the
shippers’ competitiveoptions. They havebecomeapopul ar alternativetomergersand
acquisitionsintheheavily regulatedrail sector. Both partnerstypically benefit through
economies of scale, more efficient routing, quicker turnaround and lower fuel burn.

CP'slarger domesticrival, Canadian National Railway Co., recently reached asimilar
deal with Norfolk Southern Corp. to create its so-called “MidAmerica Corridor,” in
which each railway shares each other’ slines between Chicago, St. Louis, Kentucky,
and Mississippi. CN, which has one of the most fluid networks on the continent,
currently hasmorethan 100 such agreementsacrossNorth America. CN’ smanagement
says it approaches these agreements with the mindset of routing its trains the most
efficient way possible acrossNorth America. If that requiresrunning itstrains across
another railway’ slines, it movesto strike deals such these, Mr. Spracklin said

Museum Open - Newsletter

Sarting this month the Rossville Depot Museum will be
open again for summer visitor. Hopefully people will
travel more in lllinois this year due to the economy.
Also, this will be the last issue of the " Danville Flyer"
until the September issue. Each year your editor plans
to send out an issue in the summer, but this year, due to
a number of activities, there will not be the time to get
onetogether.




National Train Day -
somecomments

Promoted from the diaries by Neil...

Ok, it's another “Hallmark Holiday,” in
thiscaseinvented by Amtrak, but | invite
your consideration. Thetrainisoneof the
fundaments of American culture. The
steam locomoative is the first thing that
mademan abletomoveonlandfasterthan
he could walk. Until the steam locomo-
tive, al of human lifewasconstrained by
the twelve-mile rule; the distance aman
could comfortably go and come in aday
onhorseback. Gotravel theback roadsor
eventheoldfederal highwaysof the east-
ern US and check out the twelve-mile
towns. To the extent they haven’t been
torndownor re-muddled, they’ reatemple
of the pre-Interstate world. But, enough
of that, | want to talk about trains.

| lovetrains! | likefive5000 horsepower
diesel-electric locomotives dragging a
hundred coal hoppersup a2% grade; lots
of smoke, noise, sparks off the wheels,
andtheoccasional brokentrain. 1 LOVE
a steam locomotive on any grade. The
steamlocomotiveisahumanmachine, its
driverodswork justlikeyourarms. When
the steam explodes into the cylinder, it
drives that rod against the crank on the
wheel just like your biceps drive your
forearmandfist. It'slikeusandyou can
see how it works.

My first train memory was some day in
maybe' 520r ‘53, thelast day of theWadley
SouthernRailroad. | watchedtheWadley
Southern’s last departure from
Swainsboro, Georgia from my
grandfather’ sshoulders. TheWSRRwas
thelast of theroadsthat werebuilttoserve
the early
20th Cen-
tury timber
boominmy
region of
Georgia.
The little
town of
Stilmore,
near my
home-
town, in
the early

20th Century hadfiverailroadsservingit.
There's a caution light in the middle of
Stilmorethesedaysand what' sleft of the
train station is a welcome center where
nice old ladies hope somebody gets off
the interstate a few miles away. The
Wadley Southernusedtogofrom Stilmore
through Swainsboro, my hometown, to
Wadley whereit connected withthe Cen-
tral of GeorgiaRailroad.

TheCentral of GeorgiawasaBigDea! For
those of you who think the South is all
about freemarket conservatism, theCentra
Railroad wasbuilt by the Stateof Georgia
inthe1840sand’50s. Shermanfollowed
itsroutein 1864. The Central runsfrom
SavannahtoAtlanta, via Maconand with
abranch toColumbus. ItwastheHeart of
Dixieinitsday. WhenRoosevelt’ scoffin
cameout of Warm Springs,
it cameon C of Grailsto
Atlanta. In my youth, the
Cof G’ snametrainwasthe
Nancy Hanks. You can
argueabout whether itwas
named after the racehorse
or President Lincoln’s
grandmother, butithadthe
racehorse painted on the
sidesof itsblueand gray cars. Oneof the
great socia eventsof theyear inthelittle
farmtownsbetween Savannahand Atlanta
wastheChristmasSpecias. InDecember,
theCof Gran“specials’ toAtlantasothat
people could go do their Christmas shop-
ping at Rich’sin Atlanta, spend the night
inoneof Atlanta’ sfancy hotelsandreturn
totheir real worldthenextday. Aslwrite
this, | struggleto remember the names of
theredl, live locally owned hotels, each
grand and beautiful and based on
somebody’ s idea of what a hotel should
be like. Places like the DeSoto and the
Ponce de Leon and the Dinkler Plaza.

Remember when citiesin Americareally
weredifferent? Peopledon’'tevenremem-
ber thehistory of thenew hotels; | took my
wifeto the Regency in downtown ATL a
few years ago just because it was the
Regency. Backintheday, that revolving
lounge on top was a way cool thing.

Nowadays, pretty much all you can seeis
surroundingtaller buildings. Butthestory
isthat | hadtotell thekid serving usinthe
baristhat THISiswhereJimmy Buffet got
the inspiration for “Why Don’'t We Get
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Drunk and Screw.” Now that’sculture!

So, back to trains. The most sandspurs
I’ve ever had in my body was when |
jumped off theNancy inDover, Georgiato
get the conductor some water from the
artesian spring there. | wasmaybeten or
twelve and had been down to seemy city
cousins in Savannah. The conductor,
seeing | wastheonly kidonthetrain, told
methetrain would begoing real slow, so
al | had to do was hop off and fill up his
galon jug with water. That train must
havebeen going 30 mphand | went aover
teakettle through the weeds for fifty feet
or more, but | got his water - and afew
hundred sandspurs.

Anyway, when Americawentwest, itwent
onthetrain. Thecovered wagon showed
the way and we
like the romance
of it, though if
you've ever rid-
deninawagon, all
you can do is ad-
mire the stamina
and the tough-
nessof our forefa-
thers’ behinds.
The West was settled by the train. The
railroadsrecruited settlersinthe East and
in Europe and plunked them down inthe
middle of nowhereand said, “haveanice
life” And, well, many of them did; they
madeit. They made territories and then
states and they formed the modern na-
tion; all because of thetrain.

Andfinaly, lestyouthink I’mfor Amtrak
subsides or something; that day is gone.

| got to see the last days of “the train.”

TheSouthern Railway wasamongthelast
railroads to surrender its passenger ser-
viceto Amtrak. When | livedin Atlanta,
| hadtogotoNew Y ork frequently. That
involved getting up at about four in the
morning, driving to Hartsfield, flying
PanAm or Easternto NY C and getting to
your hotel about noon. | don’t know just
what got metolook at it, but | discovered
the Southern Crescent, Pullman service
from Atlanta to New York. You could
catch the Crescent at Brookwood Station
in suburban Atlanta at about five in the
evening. A Pullman bedroom was about
thesamepriceasFirst Classairfare. You
got dinnerinthediner withreal linenand



real silver and real flowers on the table.
You got “Yessir,” “Nosir,” and “may |
helpyousir.” Yougot upinthemorning
and had breakfast, organized your things
and got to New York about noon. You
couldtakethetunnel from Penn Stationto
the Statler Hilton (If youremember PA -6
- 5000, you’ redating yourself) and beout
and about in New Y ork just after lunch,
just like taking the plane but you' d had a
good night’s sleep and a pleasant trip.

If you get the chance, take an excursion
behind a steam locomotive; there's still
quite afew of them running. If you can,
take one of the Amtrak trainson the long
runs out west; the Empire Builder, the
Sunset Limited, theCoast Daylight. Those
are hallowed names of classic trains and
the Amtrak versionsare hardly a shadow
of them, but thetrip isstill wonderful.

Enjoy Train Day; it isabig part of what
made uswhat we are.

Sadly the Denver ski train hasbeen sold and the carsand enginesareabout to bemoved!
Insideinfowasthat they should arriveat the UP Council BluffsyardssometimeFriday
evening, May 8. They will be interchanged with the Canadian National

Consist:

3SKI TRAINLOCOMOTIVES: SKTX 242; SKTX 283; SKTX 289
CARS: 800420* NORTH PARK” (SKTX 5)
800421“WINTERPARK” (SKTX 9)
800425 COLORADOSPRINGS' (SKTX 13)
800426" GLENWOOD SPRINGS’ (SKTX 14)
800427 IDAHOSPRINGS’ (SKTX 15)
800430 LA PLATA PEAK” (SKTX 2)
800431 PIKESPEAK” (SKTX 3)
800432 PYRAMID PEAK” (SKTX 7)
800433 SHAVANOPEAK” (SKTX 11)
800440"MT.BIERSTADT” (SKTX 12)
800441“MT.ELBERT” (SKTX 4)
800442“MT.EVANS’ (SKTX 6)
800443“MT.MASSIVE” (SKTX 8)

800444“MT.PRINCETON" (SKTX 10)

St station.”

trip!

Photos above and to the right are from Doug
Butzow, who with the others pictured went
on the Chapter's spring trip back on May
2nd. Quoting Doug: "Newer Metraengine
was power for our outbound trip from Lasalle

Thanksto Allen Cooke for scheduling the




