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ComingEvents

May 18, 2008

Danvillg I L -Chapter monthly meetingat
Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant, Williamsand
Gilbert Street, lunch at 1:00, meeting
and programtofollow.

May 24, 2008

Rossville, IL - WORK SESSION
STARTING AT 9AM TO PREPARE
MUSEUM FORSUMMERVIS TORS

May 24-26, 2008

Rossville 1L -Openingweskendfor Depot
Railr oad M useum-Noonto4PM eachday

June 1, 2008

Wheaton, IL - Great Midwest Train Show,
DuPage County Fairgounds9:30-3, $7

June 21, 2008

Rossvillg, IL - Drivin'- the- Dixieautomo-
bileevent sponsored by Vermilion County
Musuem and others- 9 AM to 4 PM

June 28-29, 2008

Galeshurg, IL - Annual Railroad Dayswith
displaysand train show at Carl Sandburg
College, Sat 9-5, Sun10-4.

June 28 & 29, 2008

TerreHaute, IN - MilwaukeeRoad Histori-
cal Society meetingat Holiday Innof Terre
Haute, US41.

TheDANVILLE
FLYER, an
Electronic
Newsletter

If youwant to read your newsletter early,
that is before the post office deliversit,
and save the chapter some postage (go-
ing to $.42 in May), send Doug Nipper
(sigmtr1fat]cbpnet.net) your Email ad-
dressandyouwill gettoread early andin
color.

Editor

Next M eeting

Thenext meeting will be held Sunday,
May 18,2008 at Jocko'sDepot Restau-
rant, Williamsand Gilbert Street, begin-
ningat 1:00PM.

The opening of the museum will be May
24-26 and as noted in the Schedule of
Events we will have a work session the
morning of the24th. Atthelast meetingit
was decided it would work best to show
upearly and cleanthebuildinginsideand
out and get the model railroad ready for
weekend operation. You can come any-
time during the day to help. Some of the
outsidebusheswill need trimming aswill
some of thetreelimbs.

Remember, thisis the last meeting until
September.

The program will be announced at the
meeting..

|lowa l nterstate
Railroad buys 12
GE locomotives

Regional carrier lowalnterstate Railroad,
Ltd. (IAIS) hasannounced d a$26.4 mil-
lion purchase of 12 new General Electric
Evolution Series locomotives; the cost
includes tooling and warranties, 1AIS
ChairmanDennisH. Miller said.

"This transaction will position IAIS to
efficiently handle new levels of business
that will materializein2009,” Miller said.
“Thenew GE ES44A Clocomotivesare18
% more fuel efficient than other alterna-
tives, including rebuilt locomotives, that
we considered. One of the new 4,400
Horsepower unitswill pull atrainequiva-
lent to what two or three of our current
unitscan handle, further reducing our fuel
consumption and maintenance costs.

rrr'\.\\'“ LE MUSEL M
CHAPTER NRWS:

"These new units are also environmen-
tally friendly and comply with all of the
latest EPA requirements.” Miller contin-
ued. “The locomotives will be manufac-
turedat GE' sErie, Pennsylvaniaplantand
weexpect themtobedédiveredby October
1 of thisyear.

Miller saidthelocomotiveswill helpl AlS,
a subsidiary of Railroad Development
Corp., copewithtrafficgrowth spurred by
“five new ethanol plants starting up over
thenextyear.” Therailroad expectstraffic
to grow 25%-t0-30% asaresullt.

Norfolk Southern
reports earnings

Norfolk Southern Corp. reported first-
quarter netincomeof $291 million, or $0.76
per diluted share, compared with $285
million, or $0.71 per diluted share, for the
first quarter of 2007. First-quarter operat-
ingrevenuewas$2.5billion, arecord and
an increase of 11% compared with the
year-ago period. Railway operating ex-
pensesfor thequarter were$1.9billion, or
12%, fromayear ago, asfuel costsroseby
$156 million or 63%. Theoperating ratio
was 76.9%, up dightly from 76.5%inthe
first quarter of 2007. First-quarter 2008
resultswereimpacted by thesettlement of
alawsuit relating to the 2005 accident at
Graniteville, S.C., which, whencombined
with other favorable claims-related ad-
justments, reduced earningsby $0.02 per
diluted share.

"Norfolk Southern delivered strong fi-
nancial performance during the quarter,
reporting the highest railway operating
revenues in its history, in spite of aless
than robust economy,” said Norfolk
Southern CEO Wick Moorman. “There-
sults clearly indicate the strength of our
balanced franchise, and we remain opti-
mistic that we will produce continuing
positiveresultsin 2008.”



The President’s Corner

A couple of meetingsago we had therare pleasure to see member Lou O’ Brien
in attendance. His experiencesworking for the C& NW are stuff of legend, and
if you' ve ever beento hisofficetherailroad themeliterally jumpsoff thewalls!

It was something that L ou said at that meeting, however, that struck me enough
tomakeit thetopicof my monthly column. Asl recall hisapproximatewordswere:
“1 never thought that therailroadswould ever cut all that fat.” If youlook at the
two-man freight crews and single engineers on Amtrak, the tremendous cutsin
the clerical departments and even the great mechanization of track crews, you
do indeed have a much leaner labor force than 50, 40 or even 20 years ago.

I contend, though, that the employment base offered by therailroadsin thelate
19" and most of the 20" Century was necessary, not simply for operation of the
railroadsbut for the good of the nation. Wewould not have such arobust hobby
wereit not for the thousands upon thousands of ordinary folks that worked for
therailroadsand madeit sound romanticfor their families. Nearly everyonecan
speak of some relative that worked for the railroad, and it is spoken of with
reverence. The money was good and the job alifetime gig if you wanted it.

In our timewe have seen the abandonment of oncemajor lines, the end of steam
engines, the loss of the caboose and other traditions in the industry. But
everything evolves, and to make profitsfor sharehol derstherailroads were not
exempt from this evolution. As in many industries, employees became more
expensive and technology advanced to a point where it could offer effective
alternativesto throwing more peopleat task. Thefat finally could betrimmed a
little.

But | for oneconsider myself lucky to seethelast of thefeatherbedding, assome
call it. It wasawindow intorailroading’s “ Golden Era” that many of usmissed
for the most part. The impact made by thisindustry on the nation will never be
forgotten, and perhaps another “ Golden Era’ isin store for future generations.
We can only hope...

On an unrelated personal note, | can now say that | did manage to live long
enoughtoseethe 1949 115-poundjointedrail on#2mainin Danvilleget replaced!
Work on the project finished up on April 10", and the work train took the
equipment north that evening. For once, my logic matched that of the railroad
engineeringfolks, or soit seems. Onceonehalf of thebridgeisreplaced at Winter
Avenue, #2will betheONL Y mainfor six monthsfromLiberty LanetoNorthY ard.
In fact, #2 will have 136-pound rail for its entire distance, including the new
segment up to West Newell. Thisisbetter than the 1980-era 132-pound rail on
much of the#1 main. Itwill bewith great satisfactionwhen| canwatchatotetrain
go by Liberty Lane at 59M PH on thistrack.

Doug
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Amtrak outlines
Chicago-to-lowa
City service plans

Amtrak recently completed astudy for the
lowa Department of Transportation on
thefeasibility of operating passenger-rail
servicefromtheQuad CitiestolowaCity
on aroute originating in Chicago.

If trainsoperated at amaximumspeed of 79
mph and made two daily round trips,
Amtrak estimatesannual ridershipwould
total 187,000 passengers. Trains could
makethetrip between Chicago and lowa
City injust under five hours. Annual op-
erating expenses and revenue are esti-
mated at $10.8 million and $4.8 million,
respectively. Thestatesof lowaandlllinois
wouldsharecapital costsandthepricetag
toupgraderail infrastructureisestimated
a$54.9million.

Thereport is an addendum to one issued
inDecember for thelllinoisDepartment of
Transportationthat analyzed thefeasibil-
ity of operating passenger-rail servicefrom
Chicago to the Quad Cities. Amtrak had
determined the best route between the
two areaswould use aportion of an lowa
Interstate Railroad Ltd. (IAIS) linefrom
the Quad Citiesto aproposed connection
toBNSF Railway Co. near Wyanet, Ill. In
order toservelowaCity, Amtrak first must
establish service to the Quad Cities. The
addendum specifically examinesthefea
sibility of extending service59milesfrom
the Quad Citiesto lowaCity vialAlS.

To advance the project, the parties must
negotiatetrack agreementswiththefreight
railroads, securefunding, procurerail cars
and locomoatives, develop stations and
completeinfrastructureimprovements.

Rail News
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Norfolk Southern may paint afew of itsdiesel locomoetivesintheheritage” color schemessimilar to what the Union Pacific has
done. Reports are that Wick Moorman hastold employeesthat heis considering the heritageidea. Mr. Moorman isknown to be
arail historianandrail fanandwantsto preservetheheritageof Norfolk Southern. It would begreat to seel ocomotiveswith \Wabash,
Nickel Plate, Southern, Norfolk and Western, Virginian or some of the other former railroads on the mainline again.

The GuinnessBook of World Recordsannounced that it was prepared to authenti cate anew record for running theworld’ slongest
model train. A spokesman for model railroad supplier Empire Builder Railroad Designssaidthat therecord would bebroken on



April 26 in Scottsdale, AZ when a“G”
scale (1:24) model train would be oper-
ated, atraintoinclude47locomotivesand
540carson 1,252 linear feet of track repre-
senting 6.91 scale miles. The current
record is held by an “HO" scale train
earlier assembledinHamburg, Germany in
“HO” scale(1:87.1) that totaled 362linear
feet representing 5.969 scalemiles.

UP Power on CN

Recently onthellliana Y ahoo list the
guestion was ask about UP power
spotted on the CN. Those of usin the
C-U areaseethe yellow beasts much of
thetimeand Tuch, aCN engineer,
responded to the question:

CN routinely gets UP power on some of
their trains. 398 originates on the UP
at North Little Rock and is handed off
tothe CN at Salem, IL. CN uses
trackage rights on the UP between
Salem and Kinmundy for the move.
Also, train 399, which originates in
Toronto is handed off to the UP at
Salem. And then there are some other
moves like 271, an auto train that runs
through to the UP at Salem as well.

Sometimes you'll see either CN or UP
power on these trains, or a
combination of both roads. And of
course, thereisthe UP power that
might be working off horsepower hours
they owe to CN. Just last trip south on
336 (Monday the 14th) | had a UP
PD70mand a former UP (CNW) SD60
for power. The SD60 was till in full
UP paint with HLCX initials below the
road number and a single red stripe
through the Union Pacific name on

N\

BNSF Employee Special
BNSFwill launchitsannual BNSF Railway Special in Creston, |owa, onMonday,
June 2, and concludein Aberdeen, S.D., Thursday, June 26. Thisyear’ s Special
will make the 8,000-plus-mile journey, visiting 14 cities over portions of five
divisions.
The Special operates each year on a different part of BNSF' s network and is
designedtorecognize BNSF employees, and givetheir families, theBoys& Girls
Clubsof Americaand local communitiesan opportunity to enjoy atwo- tothree-
hour train ride on 13 vintage cars. Thisyear for the first time, BNSF specialty
merchandise will be available for purchase on board the Specia so riders can
purchase souvenir reminders of their trip.
The Specia will aso offer train rides and fundraising opportunitiesfor Boys &
GirlsClubsinfivecitiesa ongtheroute—Gal esburg, Chicago, LaCrosse, Superior
and Aberdeen. Thelong-termfundraising partnershipwiththeBoys& GirlsClub
began with the 2002 BN SF Special on BNSF' s Southeast Division. Customer,
Division Operationsand Government Affairseventsal sowill behosted onboard
thetrain.
2008 BNSF Special Schedulein June
Monday June 2 Creston
Tuesday June 3 Ft. Madison
Wednesday June 4 Ft. Madison
Thursday June 5 Beardstown
Friday June 6 Centralia
Sunday June 8 Galesburg
Monday June 9 Galesburg
Tuesday June 10 Chicagoarea
Wednesday June 11 Chicagoarea
Thursday June 12 LaCrosse
Friday June 13 LaCrosse
Sunday June 15 TwinCities
Monday June 16 TwinCities
Tuesday June 17 Superior
Wednesday June 18 Superior
Thursday June 19 Brainerd
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Periodically this train has UP power
aswell that is going back to the UP.

If you’ ve been watching the CN lately,
you'll notice lots of foreign power on
CN trains. It seems like I’ ve operated
more NS, UP and BNSF power in the
past few months than CN owned power
(CN, IC,WC, GT, etc).

both sides of the car body and a black
stripe blanking out the name on the
shield on the nose. And for what it’s
worth, the blue card on this unit shows
it being on lease to the NS,

Depot Work Session
Tueh May 24 - 9AM to 4
PM

281, an auto train, which originates at
Flat Rock, Ml is interchanged to the
NS at Gibson City. Some of the cars on
this train are interchanged by NS to
the UP at Kansas City for points west.




CREATE partnersto break ground on
signal system pr oj ect

On Monday, April 28, federal, state and local officials will join Chicago Region
Environmental and Transportation Efficiency Program (CREATE) at agroundbreaking
ceremony for theB-8Project tobeheldat thelndianaHarbor Belt Railroad Co.’ sfacility
inSummit, 111.

Theproject callsforinstallingacomputerized signal systemdesignedtorelievetraffic
congestion, enhance passenger-rail operations and improve freight-rail efficiency in
Summit, Bridgeview and Bedford Park, 111. Thesystemwill helpincreasethenumber of
trains that can pass through the area.

Funded through a public/private partnership, CREATE calls for developing one
passenger-rail and four freight-rail corridors to reduce train delays, relieve rail and
highway congestion, shorten commuters’ travel times, and improve the environment
and public safety in Chicago. CREATE partnersplanto build 25 roadway underpasses
or overpassesto separatevehicle/pedestrianandrail traffic; six overpassesto separate
freight- and passenger-rail tracks; and upgrade track, switches and signal systems.

CREATE project B6isjust north of thisprojectinMcCook. At that |ocation work has
started on the double track connection from the IHB/CSX line to BNSF. A major
overhead utility pole line relocation was required prior to start of construction of the
second track. New crossovers will be located south of the diamond that will allow
parallel moves between the two railroads at 25-mph speed limit. Presently thesingle
track connectionisa10-mph movein either direction.

CREATE partnersincludeAmtrak, BNSF Railway Co., theBelt Railway Co. of Chicago,
Canadian National Railway Co., Canadian Pacific Railway, Chicago Department of
Transportation, CSX Transportation, IndianaHarbor Belt, 111incisDOT, Metra, Norfolk
Southern Railway, UnionPacific RailroadandU.S. DOT.

Danville - work on Track No. 2

With No. 2 track north of Voorhees out of service for construction of the Winter
Avenue bridge, CSX has brought in welded rail to replace thejointed rail and atie
gang will also beworking thetrack. With new equipment used in “work train
service” timeis
saved on the
railroad. Doug
Nipper reports the
following:

In years past, more
than you'd like to
think about since a
tie gang came
through Danville,
such a gang would
be preceded by a
work train
scattering ties at
regular intervals to
be used for the
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project.

Now, they still use gondola cars and a
modified back hoe to do the offloading,
but the “ train” is no longer pulled by
alocomotive. Rather, it'sareally big
hi-rail truck with a coupler on the end.
| mean thisthing is a semi cab with rail
wheels almost as big as those on a
freight car. It can easily pull four
loaded gons and one with the back
hoe on it. Two of the three rear axles
are low enough to make tire contact
with the rail and provide the tractive
effort.

This offers several advantages over the
work train of old times. First, with no
locomotive it doesn't fit the rulebook
definition of a train and therefore no
train crew isrequired. For the same
reason it doesn’t run on signal
indications and moves entirely under
track and time obtained by the
foreman in charge. This may or may
not speed things up, but it's easier to
get in the clear than a 20-car work
train.

The only disadvantage | can think of is
that it would take more trips to move
the same amount of tiesas a

traditional work train. But perhaps it
still saves money by not utilizing both
aMofWand atrain crew.

On a similar project, the rail pick-up
crew that finished last weekend was
using a big truck and a low cart to
recover the old rail off #2 main. It was
a crew froma contractor, Progress
Rail, so the CSX foreman overseeing
them was the only railroad employee
involved. This outsourcing of labor is
getting more and more common. Their
truck could also pull at least one gon
and used its onboard crane to do the
loading.

Doug



STB hearsfrom
thousandson EJ& E
acquisition

Nearly six monthsafter CanadianNational
asked the Surface Transportation Board
for authority to acquire control of the
Elgin, Joliet & Eastern, theboard saysit’s
ready to begin work on a Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement, which it hopes
to rel ease sometime late this summer.

SinceCN anditssubsidiary, Grand Trunk
Corp., filed the application, the STB has
been busy determining the scope of an
Environmental Impact Study anxiously
awaited by dozens of Chicago-areacom-
munitiesthat fear aheavy increaseinrail
treffic.

Intheapplicationfiledlast Oct. 30, CN said
it plansto build six new rail connections
and approximately 19 milesof siding ex-
tensions and second main line track if it
winscontrol of EJ& E, aClass|| railroad
that operates approximately 200 miles of
track in northeastern Illinois and north-
western Indiana.

InitsApril 25 decisionannouncing avail-
ability of the Final Scopeof Study for the
ElS, theboard said that during thescoping
period it received atotal of 1,347 com-
mentsfromtheapproximately 2,600indi-
viduals who attended 14 public scoping
meetingsin the Chicago area, plus 1,268
lettersof comment, 219 oral commentson
the Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA) informationline,and 858individual
commentsfiledelectronicallyontheSTB’s
website.

Intenseinterest hasbeenarousedby CN’s
plantoshiftitstrainstotheE& Elinefrom
existing CN routes when approximately
$100millionworthof capital improvements
arecompleted, including new rail connec-
tions at the Illinois towns of Munger,
Joliet, and Matteson, and the Indiana
townsof Griffith, lvanhoe, and Gary.

"In reviewing the proposed acquisition,
theboard will consider both thetranspor-
tation merits of the proposed acquisition
andthepotential environmental impacts,”
said the STB. “Based on theinformation
provided in the application, concerns

raised regarding possible impacts of the
proposed acquisition on communities,
and consultations with SEA, the board
decodedtoprepareafull EIS. TheEI Swill
includeall of theenvironmental informa-
tion necessary for the board to take the
hardlook at environmental consequences
required by NEPA (theNational Environ-
mental Policy Act).”

STB saidtheEl Swill examine* reasonable
and feasible alternatives to the proposed
acquisition” and“ alternativelocationsor
configuration for the new connections,”
aswell asimpacts on safety. Among nu-
merous other considerations, the effect
onAmtrak operationswill beexamined.

Deal permitstrack
relocation at Gary,
Ind., airport

The Gary/Chicago International Airport
took acrucial step in expanding its run-
waysto attract more carriers, local news-
papersreport. U.S. Rep. Peter J. Visclosky,
D-Merrillville, saidthat CSX Transporta-
tion and Norfolk Southern reached adeal
tosharearail linenear Gary/ChicagoInter-
national Airport. Theagreement makesit
possible to remove CSXT’s Fort Wayne
Line and extend the airport’s crosswind
runway.

Thedormant CSXT Fort WayneLinelies
within the perimeter required for runway
extension, whileNorfolk Southern’ sGary
Branch, whichrunsparallel farther tothe
north, is outside of the perimeter. In the
agreement, CSXT will take ownership of
theGary Branchwhileguaranteeing Nor-
folk Southern maintains its capacity on
theline.

Airportdirector ChrisCurry saidtheagree-
ment couldn’t havecometofruitionwith-
outtheinvolvement of Visclosky andU.S.
Sens. Richard L ugar andEvanBayh. Curry
said the airport hasbeen intalkswith the
railroadsfor about six years.

Theaccordwasreached after Visclosky's
office met with CSXT on March 13, and
Norfolk Southern on March 27, to push
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therailroadstoward reaching adeal. His
office has been in contact with both rail-
roads since. He said this deal will help
attract new passenger traffic, whichwill in
turn help pay for additional expansion
plans. Theairportisstill workingonplans
to expand the main runway.

A third rail line, owned and operated by
theElgin, Joliet & EasternRailway, iswest
of themainrunway andblocksitsplanned
extension. Theairportisnegotiatingwith
EJ& Etorelocateitstracks.

"1 hopeEJ& Ewill follow CSXTandNS's
|ead and hel pmaketheairport expansion,
and the jobs and economic activity that
will comewithit, aredlity,” Visclosky said.

Amtrak to move
locomotive
maintenance.

Beginning in early April, Amtrak began
phasing out complete locomative over-
hauls and wheel shop operations at its
Beech Grove Heavy Maintenance Facil-
ity. Themovecomesasanextensionof its
consolidation at Chicago of all scheduled
P42 diesel locomotivepreventivemainte-
nance.

Component replacement that would nor-
mally take place during heavy overhauls
will now bedoneonacomponent-specific
cyclewhenthelocomotiveisinfor routine
inspection. According to Amtrak, “The
change in maintenance philosophy also
alows for the consolidation of existing
shop capacity, improveslocomotiveavail-
ability, and extendsthe use of some com-
ponents.”

The Beech Grove shopswill continue to
perform locomotive damage repair and
paint work, as well as passenger car re-
newal. Wheel work will beconsolidated at
Wilmington, Ddl. Approximately 80 Beech
Grove employees are being offered the
opportunity to relocate to Delaware or
Chicagooverthenext 120days, withBeech
Grove' sauthorized employment level re-
duced to 475.



Thecompany claimsthat “these philoso-
phies are based on performing the right
maintenance at the right time, reducing
cost and improving reliability and avail-
ability,” andthenumber of tractionmotor
failures has been reduced significantly
over the past three months after General
Electricidentified amanufacturing prob-
lemwithmotorsbuilt by oneof itssuppli-
ers. However, failures for other reasons
continue to occur; during the past week
there were over a dozen instances when
diesel or electric propulsion failures re-
sulted in delayed trains.

Via TRAINSOn-Line

Genesee & Wyoming
toacquire CAGY
|ndustries

Genesee & Wyoming Inc. isabout to add
threemoreshort linestoitsgrowing port-
folio. Today, the holding company an-
nounced it signed an agreement to ac-
quireCAGY Industriesinc.for $78.4mil-
lionin cash.

Founded in 1975, CAGY owns the
Columbus & Greenville Railway,
Chattooga & Chickamauga Railway and
LuxapdilaValley Railroad, whichoperate
more than 280 miles of track and move
morethan 26,000 carloadsannually.

GWI expectsto closethe acquisitionand
commence operations on June 1 pending
customary closing conditions, including
the expiration of a 30-day notice period
required by the Surface Transportation
Boardfor GWI to obtainauthority tocon-
trol CAGY . Thefina purchasepricewill be
adjustedfor working capital at closing. In
addition, GWI agreed to pay contingent
consideration up to $18.6 million after
satisfying certain conditionsover thenext
two years.

CAGY President and Chief ExecutiveOf -
ficer Roger Bell will continueto headrail
operationsfor thethreeshort linesaspart
of GWI.

"The addition of CAGY will expand our
already significant presenceinthe south-

eastern United States and further diver-
sify our commodity base,” said GWI CEO
John Hellmann in aprepared statement.

Earlier this month, GWI acquired
Rotterdam Rail Feeding, which provides
short-haul rail and switching services at
thePort of Rotterdam. GWI alsoownsand
operates 48 regionals and short lines in
the United States, Canadaand Australia,
andownsaminority interestinaBolivian
railroad.

Meanwhile, GWI a so announced today
its first quarter revenue increased 12.5
percent to $15.6 million compared with
first-quarter 2007’ stotal. Freight revenue
rose 4.7 percent to $4 million primarily
becauseaveragerevenueper carload shot
up 15.3 percent to partialy offset a 9.1
percent decrease in carloads.

However, operating income declined 8.9
percent to $21.3millionand GWI' soper-
ating ratio went up 3.6 points to 84.9
because of adverse weather conditions,
acquisition-rel ated costsand al egal settle-
ment.

Survey forecasts
spending shift to
transit

TheUrban Land Institute (ULI) reported
Tuesday that a survey of 23 large metro-
politan regions indicates that their com-
bined transit spending over thenext 25to
30 years“will actually exceed that spent
on highways, a shift of historic propor-
tions.”

"The growth in annual per capita trans-
portation spending between today’ slev-
s, asreportedinthenear-term Transpor-
tation Improvement Programs, and the
long-rangeplansisrelatively modest: 24%
per capita,” said ULI initsanalysisof the
survey. “However, thereis an enormous
difference between highway plans—ex-
pectedtogrow at amodest 9%, andtransit
plans, which enjoy 52% expansion.”

UL | said the seven regionswith the most
extensivetransit systemsand highest tran-
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sit use “plan to increase transit spending
by $6 billion annually to $16.5 hillion,
compared to a very modest increase in
highway spending, from just under $9
billiontodightly over $9billion.”

(This does not include Chicago, which
does not publish the split between high-
ways and transit.) The survey was con-
ducted for ULI last month by Hartgen
Associates

Via Railway Age

Nation needsinfra-

structure planning

‘overhaul,’ report
states

The United States needs an overhauled
regional infrastructure planning process
and aviablefederal framework or thena-
tionwon’t beabletocompeteintheglobal
marketplace, according to a report co-
published by nonprofit education and
research organization the Urban Land
Institute and professional services firm
Ernst & Y oung.

Releasedyesterday, “ I nfrastructure 2008:
A CompetitiveAdvantage”’ analyzescur-
rent and planned infrastructure invest-
mentsandtouchesoninfrastructureneeds
in23of thecountry’ slargest metropolitan
regions.

Among the report’ sfindings: The nation
is“witnessing a historic shift away from
highway spending toward transit spend-
ing,” asmost regionsareplanningsignifi-
cant transit expansions with minimal
changesin highway programs. But, tran-
sit-oriented development needsto play a
larger roleincities' transportation plans.

“Land use and transportation planning
must be coordinated at state and regional
levels ... and transit authorities need to
operate with common purpose,” the re-

port says.

Meanwhile, freight railroads since 2000



have spent $10 billion to upgrade tracks,
equipment and facilities and have bud-
geted another $12 billion for additional
expansionsandimprovements. However,
$175 hillion is needed to help railroads
handleanti ci pated demand duringthenext
20 years and a coordinated federal fund-
ing formula is needed, the report states.

“Government needsto set apolicy course
that enablesgreater mobility and produc-
tivity as the nation’s population grows
and concentrates in major gateways and
megaregions,” the report’ sauthors said.

BNSF upgrades
Seattle inter modal
facility; CSXT eyes

coal terminal
expansion
BNSF Railway Co. and CSX Transporta-
tion are improving facilities associated

with their two highest revenue genera-
tors: intermodal and coal.

BNSFrecentlyinstalledfour electric, rail-
mounted gantry cranes at the Seattle In-
ternational Gateway (SIG)intermodal fa-
cility. The cranes help increase through-
put about 30 percent and— absent pol lut-
ant-emitting diesel engines and the need
for diesel truckstomovecontainerswithin
thefacility — widen SIG’ s“ green” foot-
print, BNSF said. The cranes are wider
thanthetraditional gantry cranesand can
regenerate power each timethey lower a
load.

"The installation of these wide-span
cranes has nearly doubled the capacity at
our Sl Gfacility, and reducesourimpact on
the environment while supporting the
growth of international commerce at the
Port of Seattle,” said Mike Burke, assis-
tant vicepresident-BNSF I ntermodal Hub
Operations, in a prepared statement.

Meanwhile, CSXT plans to expand and
upgrade an Erwin, Tenn., termina that
serves as a key gateway for coa trains
operating between Appaachian mines

Danville Junction Chapter, NRHS

Meeting Minutes
April 20,2008
Meeting called to order by President Doug Nipper at 1:35 PM

Minutes published in last newsletter. Question if approved as published. Motion and
second to approve and all voted in favor.

Treasurer’ sreport of $1,797.61 in checking and $4,530.25in CD accountsfor total of
$6,138.88. Treasurer report approved asread.

Old Business

The C&El HS meeting will be next Saturday, April 26, at Watseka. In reference to
motorcars and possible purchase by Doug Butzow, no further discussion as Doug B.
was not able to attend the meeting.

New Business

Work session at the museum was discussed to get the museum ready for the summer
opening. Itwasrecommended that the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend bethetime
to cleanup the building both inside and outside. Therefore, Saturday, May 24 starting
at 9:00 AM will be the cleanup session.

Doug said that the popcorn machine would be loaned out to agroup this summer for
an event. Wewill charge $.25 per bag, which includes supplies and small profit, and
the group will sell for $1.00 per bag. Wewill 1oan the machine out only to peoplewe
know we can trust.

Drivin’ the Dixiewill be held on June 21. Therewill be no setup eventsin downtown
Rossvillethisyear and activities at the park may be limited. We expect therewill not
be a shuttle this year and as a result there will probably be less attendance at the
museum. Wewill be openfrom 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Bob McQuown reported only 2
people stopped at Watseka last year and thus the C& ElI museum will not be open.

Doug presented aspreadsheet of our expensesandincomefor 2007 and 2008. 1n 2007
we lost about $180 but this year we are about $440 ahead. Late |ast year we started
sending thenewsl etter to many membersviae-mail and thishascut our postagein half,
which should save us over $200 this year.

No other business

Meeting adjourned at 1:50 PM and Rick Schroeder presented some vintage slides of
the former layouts at Catlin, train shows and photos of Stan Chausse's trains at
Rossville.

and receivers. Later this month, the railroad will begin
demolishing a car inspection facility to
makeway for extended yard tracksand a
newinspectionfacility. Inaddition, CSXT
will install several power switchesinthe
terminal, upgradealocomotiveservicing
facility and certify morelocomotiveengi-

neersto operatedistributed-power trains.

As part of an expanded project aimed at
improving bulk service, the Class | will
spend $6 million to lengthen track and
completestructurework at theterminal to
accommodate longer distributed-power
coal andgraintrains. CSXT alsowill spend
about $3 million on communicationsand
technology upgrades in the region to
support distributed power, and hire eight
additiond employeesfortheErwinfacility.
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