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ThisPenn Central hospital train wasphotographed at Hillery Y ard on December 4, 1970. The P& E Y ahoo Group members seem
tothink it wasfrom awreck at LeRoy, IL that sasmeyear. Thetrain hit an open switch and rolled al the engines and afew cars.



ComingEvents
May 20, 2007

Danville, IL -Our regular monthly meet-
ingat Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant onWest
Williams at Gilbert Street. See you at
1:00. After lunch and the meeting will
travel to Bill Darner's home on West
Williamsto check out the Wabash layout
in the basement.

May 19, 2007

Rossville, IL - Work session at the depot
to clean building and deliver boxes of
records for shipment to the Vermilion
County Museum. 9:00 AM to Noon, de-
liver recordsat 2:00 PM toVCM.

May 19-20, 2007

Homewood, L Homewood Railroad Heri-
tage Days, Dixie Highway and Chestnut
St, Park District Auditorium. Displays,
swap meettrainlayouts, 7:30- 10, Sunday
10-4.

May 26-28, 2007

Rossville, IL - Opening weekend for the
Depot Museum, hours are12-4 each day.
Need volunteers each day.

June 9-10, 2007

Rochelle, IL - 2nd annual Rochelle Rail-
road Days. Various activities planned.

June 23-24, 2007

Galesburg, IL - Galeshburg Railroad Days
and Train Show, swap meet, operating
layoutsat Carl Sandburg College, Sat 9-5,
Sun 10-4. Other actifitiesin town.

July 14-15, 2007

Altamont, IL - 10thannual Train Show at
theEffingham County Fairgrounds, Sat 9-
4,Sun10-3.

August 21-25, 2007

Chattanooga, TN - NRHS " Chattanooga
Rails 2007" Convention. Check out the
websiteat www.chattrails.comfor all the
details.

Next M eeting

Thenext meetingwill beheld on Sunday,
May 20, at Jocko's Depot Restaurant,
corner of Gilbert and Williams Street
beginningat 1:00PM.

Saturday, May 19, will beawork session
at Rossville to cleanup the building and
load the records that have been boxed.
After lunch wewill transport the records
totheVermilion County Museumarriving
around 2:00 PM. We need at least 4 ve-
hiclestomovetherecords. Thiswill bethe
last weekend before we openfor theMe-
moriad Weekend sothereiscleanupneeded
and getting the model layout ready to
operate.

Anotheritemthatwill needwork iscleanup
of themuseum groundsandtheinterior of
thebuilding. Therearealot of itemsunder
the layout that need to be sorted and
cleaned up to maketheareal ook better to
visitors.

After the business meeting at the restau-
rantwewill follow member Bill Darner to
hishometo seethetrainlayout. Bill lives
about 6 blocks west on Williams Street.
Bill will begintheprocessof removingthe
layout and thought wewould liketo seeit
beforehebegins. Bill will alsobegindis-
posing of some of the items and may be
interested in selling to members. Asyou
know, Bill isaWabashfanand muchof the
equipment isWabash. Thelayout hasnot
run for severa years and for personnal
reasons he hasdecided it istimeto move
some to the upstairs for display.

TheMay meetingwill bethelast oneof the
spring. Remember, we do not meet June
through August. Wewill need volunteers
duringtheweekendsafter Memorial Day.
Thissummer wewill aso be openduring
the"Driv'iintheDixie" weekend.

. ROSsyILLE MUSELM
CHa PTE”R N RBS

Danville Chapter, NRHS

Minutes
4/15/7

President Nipper opened the meeting at
1345.

The minutes were approved as printed in
the newsletter.

Treasurer Cooke reported the accounts
totaled $6147.22.

Old Business

TheApril 21tripChampaign- Carbondale
on Amtrak was reviewed. Carpool ar-
rangementsweremadefor 1000 at Cooke
Business Products.

TheC& El meetisscheduledfor 4/28. Bob
couldusesomehel p setting up before900.

A considerable number of records were
boxed up on 4/14. Rick iscontacting the
museum to see about moving them.

New Business

Dougrequested updated e-mail addresses
for mailing the newdletter to those who
can receiveit. Thiswould save postage
each month, reducing costs when postal
rates are scheduled to risein May.

Theworkday scheduled for May 13" will
focus on getting the depot ready for the
summer, aswell asreadying more docu-
ments for the museum, if possible. Bob
Gallippi would appreciate notice on who
expects to be at the museum during its
open times during the summer.

Following adjournment at 1357, avideo
programonthelndianaRailway wasshown
about its last few years of operation.
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As Doug Nipper noted when he sent this photo, "A Blast from the Past". On May
11, 1973 members of the Chapter took arail trip to Chicago and visited the
Burlington Northern's Clyde Y ard. In this photo, left to right, Rick Schroeder,
Herman Compton (BN), Henry Schmitt, Gary Lane(BN), Dave Sherrill, Paul Anuta,
Doug Herrmann (deceased), Billy Herrmann, Randy Rippy, Dick Stair (deceased),
John Ellis, Jim Millikin, kneeling Paul DeFries, Jess Bennett and Don McCarthy
(deceased). The group had just detrained from Metraand were met at the platfrom
by Herman and Gary of BN to give usatour of the yard.

"Drivin the Dixie"
June 16, 2007

Onceagaintheevent " DrivintheDixi€" highway, IllinoisRoutel,iscoming
toRossville. Therear eseveral activitiesplanned in Rossvilleand our
museum will beopen. Weneedtobeopen thisyear from 9:00AM to5:00PM
andthusneed volunteer sthr ough out theday. Thepopcor nmachinewill be
goingandweneedtostock upondrinks. L ast year wehad agood tur nout of
visitor sthat werenot only drivingthrough but br ought by theshuttlefrom
thepark. Put thisonyour calendar asthisevent hasgr own each year.

" DrivintheDixi€" isan event from DanvilletoChicagoHeights.

Rossville Wor k
Session

Wehaveawork session scheduled on
Saturday, May 19th starting around
9:00 AM CDT. Last month we sorted
and boxed the rest of the records to
move to the Vermilion County
Museum. Thisweekend, the 19th, we
will load and move the records. Our
original arrangementswithVVCM was
tomoveintheearly afternoon but this
time may change and move up to late
morning. Weneedtocleanupthebuild-
ing and groundsand also get themodel
layout ready for visitorson L abor Day
weekend. Thelayout areaneedsalot
of cleaning. Anytime you can volun-
teer this day would be helpful. We
have a shop vacuum but if you have
onebringitalong, itwouldhelpgetthe
work done faster.

Bob G. hasbeen mowing theyardthis
spring and we appreciate him taking
onthistask at the sametimetrying to
farm. If a couple of you would bring
mowers on the 19th we could get it
mowed and save him sometime.
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lllinoisridership keeps growing, but so do delays

Onavisittolllinoison April 20, David Laney, chairman of Amtrak’ sboard of directors, called delayson Amtrak’ slilinoiscorridor
routes" unacceptableby any measure,” the Southern I11inoisan reported. Trainsrunning along the Chicago-St. Louiscorridor have
beenlateabout half of thetime, whilepassengerstraveling between Chicago and Carbondal ehave seentheir trainsarrivel ateabout
30 percent of thetime. The problemswere detailed in alegislative hearing aimed at ng the success of lllinois' $24 million

investment in expanded Amtrak service

The expanded Amtrak servicein Illinois has drawn record numbers of riders, but delays haveincreased aswell. “ At some point,
peoplearegoingto say, ‘| canjust drivefaster,’” said state Rep. Sidney Mathias, R-Buffalo Grove. “ To say the least, we' ve had

some growing pains,” added state Sen. John Sullivan, D-Rushville.

Last October, using added state funding, Amtrak doubled the number of state-sponsored trainsonthreelllinoisroutes. The move
resultedin strong ridership gains. Along the Carbondal e corridor, which also serves Eastern lllinois University and University of

Continued on Page 4
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SPRING 200/ FAN TRIP

Asyou can see from the photo, al had agood time!

Thegroup (Allen Cooke, Ned Cooke, William Cooke, John A. Cooke, J.D. Cooke, Larry Prosser, JessBennett, Bob M cQuown, Dick
Brazda, Fred Clark & Friend) met at Cooke Business Products, Inc. at 10AM and drove over to the Champaign Train Station. We
met Fred and friend at the train station.

Upon arrival, | had to make achangeintheticketsso | waited in line. When | reached the agent he informed me that to make the
change | would haveto call the 800 number and get back inline. | wasworried, but after holding the call for 10 minutesthe name
change was made. | got back in line and out came thetickets. | showed my ID and signed the tickets. We were now ready.

The SALUKI was 15 minutes late because three freight trains we ahead of us which went through the station first. The
accommodationswerevery nice! Most of uswent to the snack car and rodethe entireway there. “ Todd” , the snack man, wasvery
congenial and knowledgeabl e about the railroad and Amtrak.

Wepassed afreight, fromearlier at Champaign,
in Tolono and followed the other one to
Mattoon and passed him there. | am not sure
wherewe got around the Local but we did. At
this point we were at track speed and smooth
riding.

At CentraliaJD left usand watchedtrainsthere
while we went to Carbondale. He was enter-
tained by sevenfreight trains (CN, NS, BN).

The trip continued to Carbondale and we ar-
rivedontime. Itisinteresting how theengineer
negotiatesthe“Y" and backsinto the station.
After weleft thetrain, it backed up and parked
itself on amiddle stub track.

We went to the old depot and looked at the GP9 and caboose that was two blocks away. We were now exhausted so we headed
straight for the DQ! It wasreally good! Then it wastime to head north!

The ILLINI departed on time. We were right on schedule
until the CSX crossing at Odin where we waited on awest
boundfor 10 minutes. Wethen maintainedthat until Tolono
where we sat for thirty five minutes waiting for the south
bound ILLINI to pass us. Larry Prosser went to therear of
thetraintogetavideoof it“flyingpast”! However, therewas
no Woooooosh! It stopped and exchanged acrewmember!
We resumed our trip for avery fast run to Champaign and
anarrival 45 minuteslate.

Severa of us were hungry so we ate at Mennichi’'s in
Champaign. Wewered | homealittleafter ninepm. Speaking
for the group, wewant to continuetrips next year and hope
that more of you canjoin us.

Allen Cooke

Editor: From the looks of the one photo a couple of members did not need to stop at
Mennichi's!




NRHS Convention
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Expand Train Servicefor

Chattanooga Rails 2007
Chattanooga, TN

August 21 - 25, 2007

Steamand Diesel trips, TennesseeV all ey Railway M useum Shop
tours, night photo session, Civil War Battlefiel d tour, Tennessee
Aquarium and other non-rail activities. Headquarters is the
Chattanooga Choo-Choo Haliday Inn in the former terminal
station. Rateis$89 per night for aregul ar room and $109 per night
for arailroad car room. Registrationfeeis$25 after A pril 15, 2007.
Contact Rick Schroeder for aregistration form if interested in
L attending. Check the NRHS web sitefor moredetails.

2016 Olympic Games

If Chicago landsthe 2016 Olympic Games, Amtrak could
justify expanding service to run hourly passenger trains
between Milwaukeeand Chicago, Wisconsin Transporta-
tion Secretary Frank Busalacchi said

Thursday. Separately, Amtrak and Wisconsinofficialsare
aready talking about whether to add an eighth daily round
trip to therailroad’ sincreasingly popular Milwaukee-to-
Chicago Hiawathaline, Busalacchi and Amtrak President
AlexKummantsaid.

New and expanded rail service - such asa 110-mph line
between Milwaukee and Madison - could spur develop-
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Continued from Page 2

I1linois, ridershipjumped 55 percent. The
Chicago-St. Louisroute saw a40 percent
boost in passengers while the line be-
tween Chicago and Quincy saw a 33 per-
cent increase.

Those gains, however, could suffer if the
delays aren’'t addressed, Laney said.

Among the worst on-time percentages
comesfromtrainstravelingnorthfrom St.
Louis to Chicago. Many of the delays
come from Union Pecific freight trains
delayingtheAmtrak trainsontheroute. A
number of improvementsareunderway at
crossings and sidings, but it will cost up
to $2 billion over the next decadeto fully
addresssomeof theproblems, saidLaney,
whowasin Springfield to meet with law-
makers. “We're working out the kinks,”
Laney told the Illinoisan. “I think we' ve
gotavery bright future.” Laney, whowas
making hisfirst visit to Springfield, was
admonishedfor not visitingwithlawmak-
ersinthepast. “I1t’ simportant to cultivate
relationships,” said stateRep. Will Davis,
D-Hazel Crest.

Via TRAINSOn-Line April 23

ment and boost economic links between
those citiesand Chicago, Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett
and Madison Mayor Dave Ciedlewicz told afederal commission.

They cited astudy that estimated high-speed rail would attract $152 million to $227
millionindevel opment around Milwaukee' sdowntown Amtrak station, and $65million
to $97 millionin development for Madison.

Busalacchi, a member of the federal panel, commented after Barrett said
improved rail servicewould help Chicago’ shid for the Olympics.

Barrett recalled a 2005 trip to Beijing, where he saw authorities improving
transportation systems in preparation for the 2008 Olympics in the Chinese

capital.

Kummant said he would seek to expand service if Chicago is picked to host
the games. He declined to predict the scope of the expansion. Wisconsin is backing
theMidwest Regional Rail Initiative, a$7.7billionplan for anine-statenetwork of fast,
frequent trains, including the Milwaukee-to- Madison line; new 110-mph service
betweenMilwaukeeand Green Bay; and upgrading servicefrom ChicagotoMilwaukee
and the Twin Citiesto 110 mph.

But building that system would require a federal commitment to pay 80% of
construction costs, Barrett and Cieslewicz told the National Surface Transportation
Policy and Revenue Study Commission. The panel is reviewing U.S. transportation
needs and how to pay for them.

In his own testimony, Kummant mentioned Wisconsin as a place where
Amtrak is seeking more frequent service “in the near future.” The Hiawatha carried
recordridershipof 588,0361ast year, up8%. Wisconsin Gov. JmDoyle s2007-' 09state
budget recommendsadding afifth 70- passenger coachto each train but doesnot call
for running moretrains.

Adding an eighth train would require working out issues of funding, equipment and
track capacity, Kummant and Busalacchi said. They declined
to predict how long that could take.

From the April 20, 2007 editions of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel



UP, NSto route
domestic container
trainsthrough
shorter Shreveport

gateway

Union Pacific Railroad and Norfolk
SouthernRailway areteaming upto speed
eastbound intermodal trains from Los
Angelestothe Southeast. OnMay 21, the
Classlswill shift domestic container traf-
fic fromthe Memphis, Tenn., gateway to
anew Shreveport, La., gateway.

Combining UP's L.A.-to-Texas Sunset
RoutewithNS' andKansasCity Southern’s
joint venture Meridian Speedway line
between Shreveport and Meridian, Miss.,
the new routeis nearly 150 miles shorter
than the current one.

Theroutewill enableUPandNStoshorten
standard serviceto Atlantaby one day to
fifth-morning availability; provide
BlueStreak premiumserviceto Atlantaon
the fourth afternoon; schedule L.A. cut-
off timestolater in the day so more ship-
ments can depart on an evening train;
originate al eastbound domestic ship-
mentsfromUP sL.A.intermodal termindl;
and speed other Southeast destinations.

The railroads plan to shift westbound
domestic serviceto thefaster Shreveport
gateway in the third quarter. NS and UP
will continuetorouteinternational traffic
viathe Memphis gateway.

Railroads will invest
morein 2007

The STB has been told in order to in-
crease capacity as rail traffic grows, the
nation’ srailroadswill invest moremoney
in2007tomaintainandimprovetheir track
and equipment than ever before in his-
tory, the Surface Transportation Board
was told April 11. “The nation’s major
freight railroads invested a record $8.6
billionin2006 andwill break that recordin
2007witha$9.4billioninvestment,” Edward

R. Hamberger, president and CEO of the
Association of American Railroads, said
in a prepared statement submitted to the
STB. Capital spending hasrisena most 60
percent over just thelast four years. “ The
massiveinvestmentsrailroadsmust make
in their systems are a reflection of the
extremecapital intensity of railroads,” he
added.

Over the past 10 years, railroads have
spent an average of 17.2 percent of rev-
enues on capital expenditures, compared
with an average of 3.4 percent for manu-
facturing, putting railroads at or near the
top among all U.S. industriesin terms of
capital intensity. The American Associa
tionof StateHighway and Transportation
Officers(AASHTO) found that railroads
wouldneedtoinvest $175to $195billion
in infrastructure just to maintain current
rail market share. Someforecasts predict
70 percent growth in freight volume by
2020. But AASHTO found that railroads
wouldbeabletofundonly $142billion of
that fromtheir ownretained earningsand
borrowing. Hamberger told the STB that
oneway that policy makerscanhelpmake
up the shortfall is by introducing tax in-
centives for rail infrastructure projects
that enhance capacity. The AAR’s com-
mentswere part of an STB proceedingon
rail capacity and infrastructure require-
ments.

Hereisthemajor capacity improvements
class one railroads plan for 2007:

BNSF Railway - Doubleor triple-track on
about 30 miles of BNSF's Transcon be-
tween southern California and Chicago.
Add about 60 miles of third and fourth
maintrack inthe Powder River Basinand
completeabout 50 milesof doubletrackin
Nebraska and Wyoming. Expand
intermodal facilities at Alliance, Texas;
Seattle; Los Angeles; Memphis; and
Chicago. Other plannedinfrastructureim-
provements include sidings in South
Dakota and Oklahoma, and fueling and
mechanical facilitiesinlllinoisand Texas.

Canadian National - Accordingto press
reports, CN isbudgeting some $300 mil-
lionfor equipment, including 65locomo-
tives, additional freight cars, and equip-
ment. CN will upgrade sidings between
Chicago and Winnipeg and will upgrade
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sidingsand doubl e-stack container clear-
ances between Prince George and Prince
Rupert, British Columbia. CN ispreparing
toopenitsPrinceRupertintermodal termi-
nal later thisyear, whichwill serveasakey
traffic gateway between Asia and the
North American heartland. CN will also
continue upgrading itsfreight car classi-
ficationyard in Memphis, Tenn.

Canadian Pacific - CP planstoincrease
capital spending to around $760 million,
including approximately $35 million to
maintai nandincreasecapacity inautomo-
tiveandintermodal terminals; $128million
for locomotive acquisitions, overhauls,
andfuel saving modifications; $50million
forinformationtechnology; and $535mil-
lionfor maintenanceand upgradestorail,
ballast, crossties, signal systems, build-
ings, and equipment. CPwill alsoinvestin
new freight cars.

CSX will spend$1.4billionin2007,includ-
ingaround $800millionforinfrastructure,
$170millionforlocomoatives, $250million
for capacity expansion, and $170 million
forfreight cars. Someof thisspendingwill
be for intermodal projects, including an
expansion of terminalsin Buffalo, N.Y .;
Tampa, Fla.; andBedford Park, I11. CSX is
also working with the Port of Savannah,
Ga., to build an on-dock loading facility.

Kansas City Southern isintegrating its
Kansas City Southern dé Mexico subsid-
iary fully into therailroad’ s other opera-
tions. KCS plans to spend some $270
million on capital projects, including the
installationof nearly 800,000ties, relaying
120milesof track, building 11newsidings,
laying 20 miles of doubletrack, and pur-
chasing 1,700 new freight cars. Some 150
new locomoatives will beleased (and are
notincludedinthe$270million). Approxi-
mately $85millionwill bespentin2007 on
rail, ties, sidings, signaling, and other im-
provementsonthe* Meridian Speedway”
joint venture with Norfolk Southern be-
tween Shreveport, La.,andMeridian, Miss.

Norfolk Southern - NS plans to spend
morethan $1.3 billionin 2007 for capital
improvements. Expendituresinclude$610
millionforrail, crosstie, ballast, andbridge
programs, including $73millionininfra-
structure investments for increased ca-
pacity; $47 million for communications,



signal, andelectrical projects; $41 million
for maintenance of way equipment; and
$16millionfor environmental projectsand
publicimprovementssuchasgradecross-
ing separations and signal upgrades.
Equipment spendingincludes$60million
for computers, systems, and information
technology, as well as $321 million to
purchase 53 new locomatives, upgrade
numerousexistinglocomotives, purchase
1,300 new higher-capacity coal carsand
more than 700 other freight cars; and re-
build several hundred multilevel
autoracks.

Union Pacificplanstotal capital commit-
mentsof gpproximately $3.2billionin2007.
Major projects include double-tracking
more than 60 miles of the Sunset Route
(around 50 percent of the route is now
double-tracked) and upgrading terminals
inLosAngeles, Yumaand Tucson, Ariz.,
and El Paso, Tex. UP is aso upgrading
signal's between El Paso and Fort Worth
and into the Shreveport gateway, and is
building anew intermodal facility in San
Antonio. Asnotedearlier, 60 milesof third
andfourth track will beadded to the PRB
Joint Line in Wyoming that UP shares
withBNSF.

Via TRAINSOn-Line

Steam Excursion
featuring Canadian
Pacific 4-6-4 #2816

along with

Milwaukee 4-8-4

#261

International steam excursionsfeaturing
Canadian Pacific 4-6-4 #2816 and
Milwaukee 4-8-4 #261 from August 17
through September 22, 2007. Sponsored
by theFriendsof the261 andtheCanadian
PacificRailway.

August 17-22,2007 PASSPORT
REQUIRED (One-way positioningmoves)
Powered by CP4-6-4“Hudson #2816 we
departonAugust 17fromCalgary, Alberta
and journey across the Canadian prairie

on what was once the route of the CP's
famous“ Canadian” streamliner. Ridein
luxury premium class in the Milwaukee
Road Super Dome#53 or Skytop Observa-
tion* Cedar Rapids’. ComfortableCoach
seating will also be available. Overnight
stops will be made in Swift Current and
Broadview, Sask. and a one-day layover
will bemadein Winnipeg. Thenour train
movesontotheformer SooLinemainline,
the route of the “Winnipeger”. After an
overnight stop in Thief River Falls, MN
you will arrive in Minneapolis at CP
Shoreham Shops on Aug 22. [Note: Ho-
tels are not included in the price of the
ticket; however, hotel informationwill be
furnished. It will be the responsibility of
thepassengerstomaketheir ownreserva-
tions.]

August 29 - 30, 2007 (One Way
positioning moves) 2816 will journey on
themainlinethat wasoncetherouteof the
famed Milwaukee Road Hiawathas be-
tween Minneapolisand Chicago. OnAug.
29 view the scenic Missississippi River
Valley from the comfort of the train and
pass through the famous bore at Tunnel
City. After an overnight layover in the
“Beer City”, Milwaukee, WI, ridethehigh-
speed doubletrack mainlineinto Chicago
Union Station. Choosefrom Luxury Pre-
mium, First Classor Coach Class. [Note:
Hotelsarenotincluded intheprice of the
ticket however, Hotel informationwill be
furnished for the Milwaukee layover. It
will be the responsibility of the passen-
gersto maketheir own reservations.]

September 1-2-3, 2007 (Round
trips each day) On September 1-2-3 the
2816will makeroundtripsover theformer
MilwaukeeRoad mainlinefrom Franklin
Park Metra Station to Sturtevant, W1 in-
cluding thefreight line from Bensenville
to Tower A-20. An optional BBQ lunch
will be served at trackside in Sturtevant.
Lunchticketsmust be ordered at thetime
you order your train tickets.

On Tuesday Sept 4th begin the
journey back to Minneapoliswith aone-
way trip from Chicago to LaCrosse, WI.
After an overnight stay in this pleasant
city in the “Hiawatha Valley” of the
Mississippi, speed back to Minneapolis
onthe CP mainline, arriving on Sept. 5.
Choose from luxury premium class, first
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classor coach classaccomodationsfor all
trips.[Note: Hotel informationwill befur-
nished for LaCrosse, WI only.]

. September 8-9, 2007 (Roundtrips
each day) Plan to be aboard as the 2816
steams aong former Soo Line routes out
of CP Shoreham Shops in Minneapolis
along the ex-Soo Line main line to
Glenwood, MN. Enjoythisrideover freight
only trackage aswe crossthe Crow River
at Rockford and passthrough“ Soo Ling”
towns such as Buffalo, Annandale and
Paynesville. At Glenwood 2816 will turn
ontheformer Soo Lineturntable, thefirst
steam L ocomotiveindecadestouseit. On
Sunday Sept. 9, 2816 headseast alongthe
original SooLinerouteto Sault Ste. Marie
witharoundtriptoDresser, WI. Enjoy the
scenery of the St. Croix River Valley and
rideacrosstheSoo“Low Bridge” overthe
St. Croix River. Seetheformer Soo depots
at Osceola, W1 and Dresser, W beforethe
train turns on the wye at Dresser for the
return to Minneapolis Shoreham Shops.
Choose from luxury premium class, first
classor coach classaccomodationsfor all
trips.

. September 15, 2007 STEAM
DOUBLEHEADER (Round trip) Two
steam locomotives running on the main
linein 200771t seemshardto believe, but
#2816 will teamupwithMilwaukeeRoad
#261 for adoubleheaded roundtrip along
the Mississippi River, MinneapolistoLa
Crosse, WI in what promises to be the
steam event of 2007. Choosefrom L uxury
Premium Class, First classor Coach Class
accomodations. An optional BBQ lunch
will be served at trackside at La Crosse.
Lunchticketsmust be ordered at thetime
traintickets are ordered

September 16-22 PASSPORT
REQUIRED (One-way positioningmoves)
#2816 departs Minneapolis Sept. 16 for
Calgary via Winnipeg, with overnight
stops at Thief River Falls, Brandon,
Manitoba, Moose Jaw,Sask. and
MedicineHat, Alta. A oneday layoveris
planned in Winnipeg. You will have a
choice of luxury premium class or coach
class. Arrival in Calgary is on Saturday
September 22, 2007. [Note: Hotel sarenot
includedinthepriceof theticket however,
hotel informationwill befurnished. Itwill
betheresponsibility of the passengersto



maketheir own reservations.]
GENERAL INFORMATION

. Passportswill berequiredon all
CanadianExcursions

Ticketscanonly beorderedfrom
the Friends web site, telephone orders or
mail order.

Please include a stamped, self
addressed envelope if you are ordering
by mail. Tickets will be mailed
approximately three weeks prior to the
excursion. We welcome disabled or
handicapped passengers. However,
because these are older cars, there are
no special facilities available. Please
call (651) 765-9812 for additional
information between 9:00 AM & 4:00
PM. Mail ticket ordersto: Friends of
the 261 4322 Lakepoint Ct. Shoreview,
MN 55126 Note: It appearsthat it is
not yet possible to order tickets from
the 261 website. Rumor hasit that the
daily ticket price, coach, on the
positioning moves is $79 per day.
(John Godfrey - posted 4/23)

Shuttletrain derails

Alabama.—May 2- A freighttraincarrying
segments of the space shuttle’'s solid
rocket boosters derailed Wednesday af-
ter abridgecollapsed, authoritiessaid. Six
peoplewerereportedinjured. NA SA sent
teamsto check on the whether the equip-
ment wasdamaged, spaceagency spokes-
manKyleHerringsaid.

It wasthe second timeinlessthan aweek
that the train jumped the tracks while
carrying the booster segments from the
manufacturer in Utah to Cape Canaveral,
Fla.,, Herring said. Herring said the seg-
mentswere not scheduled for use during
the next shuttle flight, set for June 8, but
for missionsin October and December.

The condition of theinjured was not im-
mediately disclosed. The cause of the
bridge collapse was under investigation.
The Alabama Emergency Management
Agency saidthat noneof thecargo spilled.
Thetrainlanded onitssideontheground
inawooded area, andthereappearedtobe

nofire, EMA spokesman Jeff Byard.

The shuttle’ s twin boosters are 150 feet
tall and consist of four propellant seg-
ments each. They are used during liftoff
and thefirst two minutesor so of flight to
help the spacecraft break free of Earth’s
orbit, and arethen jettisoned into the sea,
after whichthey arerecovered, refurbished
and reused. NASA's solid rocket boost-
ers and their parts are interchangeable.

As for the effect of the derailment on
future missions, Herring said it was too
soontotell. A leak of burning gasbetween
two segments of a solid booster rocket
causedtheChallenger explosionthatkilled
seven astronautsin 1986.

Last Friday, two axleson onecar cameoff
the tracks for unknown reasons about 60
mileswest of Salina, Kan., whiletraveling
atlessthan20mph, Herringsaid. Thetrain
wasback onthetracksafter several hours,
the spokesman said.

The train trip from rocket manufacturer
ATK inMagna, Utah, to Cape Canavera
can take more than aweek.

Construction Notes

CSX has placed the Hazleton, Indiana
sidinginoperation. Now therearesidings
on both sides of the White River and this
should help expedite movement. The
Carlidesiding was placed in servicelast
fall and presently the new coal mine is
under construction adjacent tothesiding.
CSX has not approved the track plan yet
but someday there will be loopsto allow
trains to go either north or south. The
Smith siding is still under construction
having been delayed by permitting last
fall andfloodsduringthewinter and spring.
Theinservicedatewill probably besome-
timein July. Thelngle and Atherton sid-
ingsarenow scheduledfor 2008 construc-
tion.

In Danville the Winter Avenue bridge
replacement project was bid and O'Neil
Brothersof Danvillewaslow bidder. Work
onthebridgewill startlatethisfall or early
winter after CSX compl etesextendingthe
2nd main north about 1.5 miles to just
north of Newell Road.

ThePresident’s
Corner

Weéll, | write thisjust having come home
from the C& El Historical Society’s 25"
anniversary meseting. Rick gave a great
tour of theformer CD& V'’ s* IndianaDivi-
sion”, what some of us call the Pumpkin
Vinethat went from Bismarck to south of
Covington, IN. It samazing that you can
still seewherethegradesand cutswereon
aroad that was abandoned nearly a cen-
tury ago. As | learned more about this
poor littlebranch, | madethecomment that
itwasreally doomedbeforeit started. The
assessment that Rick read fromwasnone
too kind about conditions that existed
soon beforethe abandonment took place.
But perhapsthisiswhy it still commands
some interest. People like an underdog,
and this surefits that bill!

Not havingbeentoaC& EIHSmeetingin
severa years, | was somewhat distressed
at the relatively low turnout for such an
important anniversary of amoderate size
grouplikethis. They arealsoinprocessof
doing some heavy-duty outsourcing, let-
tingaprivatecompany producethemaga-
zinesin the future and aso handling the
membershipadministration. Thisall fitsin
withsomeearlier observationsthat | made
inapast columnor two, that noneof usare
getting younger and peoplefindit hard to
spend the time and effort to do the jobs
that must be done in these groups. It's
only the sacrifice and commitment of a
coregroup of volunteersthat havebrought
many groupsthisfar, but with fewer and
fewer new memberstomakeupfor anatu-
ral amount of attrition, these core groups
may fade into history. Outsourcing may
be the way of the future!

Short columnthismonth, but | know Allen
wrote up something about the Chapter’s
spring traintrip.

Doug

Publisher's note on this item, no

< progresswhatsoever onthe#2main
extension since the initial tree cut-
ting work.



