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setout and pickup at Champaign Y ard while#397 with CN 2646 waitsto depart. Photo Rick Schroeder



ComingEvents

March 21, 2010

Danville, IL - Monthly meetingat Jocko's
PizzaDepot, Williamsand Gilbert Street,
starting at 1:00 PM.

April 10 & 11, 2010

Urbana, IL - Annual Train Show and Swap
Meet, Lincoln Square Village in down-
townUrbanal0-6, 11-4, Free

April 17, 2010

Watseka, IL - Chicagoand Easternlllinois
Railroad Historical Society meeting,
Watseka Depot 10 AM to 10 PM, tables,
tour, dinner and speaker Mark Vaughn
talking about the C& El piggyback ser-
vice.

Next Meeting

Our next meetingwill beheld Sunday,
March21at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant,
Williamsand Gilbert Street, beginning
at1:00PM.

We will discuss the upcoming Urbana
Train Show, asthat will occur beforethe
April meeting. Al McCoy hastaken over
asProgram Chairmanandwel ook forward
towhat hecomesupwithfor post-meeting
entertainment.

Allen Cooke decided that he wanted a
couple of passenger trainsrunning at the
Rossville operating sessions, so he now
has a B&O trainset with a sound
equippped F3locomotive. Skylar Brown
provided the switch enginefor the north-
bound moveto exchange carsin the pas-
senger terminal. Just another addition to
the "flavor" of the sessions.
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Homewood Ralil
Heritage

Withthe new year here, itistimeto mark
your calendars for Homewood, Illinois
and our 7th Annual Rail Heritage \Week-
end, comingtoyouthisyear onMay 15th/
16th, 2010.

Asaways, wewill have our popular Sat-
urday night multi-media/slideshow start-
ing @ 7PM, and on Sunday hosted
railfanningat our busy train-watching plat-
form starting at 6AM and the big Train
Show (operating layouts, vendors, his-
torical societies, antiques, etc) at the Vil-
lageHall municipal complexfrom9AM to
3PM. CN will have prototypeequipment
on display adjacent to the Train Show
venue. Thisyear wewill alsohaveour Rail
Equipment Park caboose, IC 9426, open
for touring--we finished interior restora-
tionsincelast year'sevent. If luck iswith
us,wemight have GP101C 8408 openal so,
athough that is a very big maybe and
dependson how the Springwork daysgo.

Moredetailed infoinacouple of months-
-meanwhile, get us on your schedule and
we will see you in Homewood in May!
Homewood is located in the south sub-
urbsof Chicagoandisaccessibleviaboth
Metra commuter and Amtrak long-dis-
tancetrain service. Moreinfoavailableat
www.homesweethomewood.com. The
Homewood Rail HeritageCommitteeisan
all-volunteer, not-for-profit adjunct tothe
municipal government of Homewood and
works to preserve and promote the rail-
road heritage of Homewood, Illinoisand
the surrounding area.

Homewood Rail Heritage Committee

Rossville
Operating
Sessions

TheCl & ERRwill operateonthefirst
Saturday of each month, unlessthere
is a noted change below beginning
around1:00PM. Pleasearriveby 12:30
PM so we can get started on time.

Saturday, April 3,2010
Saturday, May 1, 2010

Thefinal Spring 2010 sessionsonthe
Danvilleand Western are not set yet.
| have been contacting operatorsvia
Email of sessionsthat havebeenheld
so far. Dateswill not be published as
| have not been able to schedule in
advance, thususually | decideaweek
ortwobeforethesession.. If youhave
not been on my previous Email list
contact me to get on the natification
listatrickschrol@gmail.com.

. J

2010 DUES
ARE DUE
NOW - LAST
NOTICE!

The last renewal date for
2010 dues is March 31,
2010. If you have not re-
newed by that dateyou will
have to rejoin as a new
member as this is the re-
quirements of the NRHS.

If thereis ared mark on
your label, thisisyour last
issue of the newsdletter!



Danville Chapter,
NRHS

Minutes - 2/21/10
Themeeting was called to order at 1333.

TheTreasurer’ sreport showsthefollow-
ing balances:

Checking $1742.35

Savings 3871.43

Tota $5613.78

The minutes were approved as printed.

Membership cards were discussed for
local members.

Old Business

The Memorial Board at the depot was
discussed. Variousways of making and
enlargingitwerereviewed. Al McCoy has
a contact who can do laser work on the
plaque. Contacting himfor thework was

approved.

The sign for shows also needs updating.
It will be reviewed before the Urbana
show.

Thelatest on Bill’ s progress was that he
wasat Danville Carefor recuperation.

New Business

Al McCoy hasagreed to becomeprogram
chairman. Hewould appreciate any pro-

gramideasfromthemembers.

Themuseum brochureis2 yearsold, but
thereare2boxesremaining. A stickerwith
the revised website can be added so they
can beused. Last yearstherewaslimited
distribution.

The Hoopeston show was mentioned.

It was reported that thereis alive steam
layout near Rossville owned by James
Thomas. Al will investigateitasasummer

program.
The Meeting was adjourned at 1354.

A DV D wasshownof EdL orence’ slayout
inChicago. Bill Sandusky wasafriend of
hisand assisted in the layout. It models
theB& O.A DV D dideshow of AlMcCoy's

photos from Ohio was also shown.

The President’s Corner

Sometimes| don’'t know what to write about, but it comesto me eventually. Not
sure how many folksread my columns, but if youdo | appreciateit. | do my best
not to ramble too much, and break the column into two parts, usualy.

Continuingathemefromacoupleof columnsback, | commentedthenonthevariety
of road names that still existed when | was a youth and just getting seriously
interestedinrailroads. Inthisarea, therewerealso many railroad linesstill active
that arelong gonetoday, or at | east parts of them. Whilealonglistispossible, I'd
liketofocusonmy Sunday dinner linesthistime. By that phrasel meanthoselines
that were encountered while on dinner trips after church on Sundays. I've
previously reported that | became aware of the museum at Catlin because of those
lunches at Toby’'s Café across the street.

There was another restaurant in Champaign County that was a favorite of my
maternal grandparents and my parents. It'sbecome apersonal project of mineto
find out exactly wherethisplacewasand what it wascalled. They had really good
Walleyefishthat my dad liked to order. It was abig farmhouse with an extension
forthediningarea. Butthereason| remember anythingaboutitisthatweparalleled
theold | CHavannalinewest of Champaigntogettoit. Although| never saw atrain
onthat lineonaSunday, | dorecall seeing somel T enginesonthe Conrail (P& E)
on theway over, probably at the elevator at Fulls. They still had trackage rights
tothat elevator east of Glover around that timein the early 1970's.

Thosetripsobviously went through Urbana/Champaign at somepoint, but | don’t
haveany memoriesof thel Cmainlinefromthoseearly daysasarailfan. | think my
folksand grandparents preferred to take the state routesfor their Sunday outings,
soitwasUS 150 and State Route 10to get to that place. If anyoneremembersthat
eatery |I'dloveto hear about it. | seemtorecall that peopledrovefromall over to
eat there, so the quality waswell known.

Although not Sunday-dinner related, all tripswiththefolksusually involved some
railroadsfor me. Ball gamesat Ellsworth Park werehappily interrupted by aswitch
joboccasionally headingdowntoLyons. Tripsto St. Louisto seemy dad’ sfavorite
baseball team, the Cardinals, always allowed me to see the big bridges over the
Mississippi River and usually afew trains or locomotives down by the docks.
Summer vacation tripsto Minnesota and Canada got me shots of the BN and CP
at that time, and even some Milwaukee F-unitsinnorthernllinois. All consigned
to memoriesnow, but glad | got to seethingsthat young peopletoday won't have
a chance to.

Topic Two: Ask Rick to verify thefollowing statement: Modél railroadingisfun,
butsignalingishard! I’ vebeen spending quiteabit of timehel ping himwith some
operating signalson hislayout, and we both end up scratching our heads at times.
But step-by-step, things are happening that | didn’t think 1'd ever see. To be
planning block detection at Rossville tells you how far we' ve come in the last
coupleof years. Noneof it would bepossiblewithout DCC and agreat freeprogram
caled IMRI (JavaModel Railroad Interface). Theprimary author of that program
recently wonadrawn-out court casewithafor-profit competitor, andit’ sawinfor
all FOSS (Freeand Open Source Software) authorsand usersaswell asthemodel
railroad community. Three cheersfor the good guys!

Doug




Oneyear after the
CN/EJ& E merger:
How train traffic

changed

For Faith Rawley, thedifferencebetween
life before and after the merger of the
CanadianNational RailroadandtheEJ& E
railway ismeasuredinvibrations, theDaily
Heraldreports. “Thewindowsrattle, the
wallsvibrate,” said Rawley, who can see
thetracksfromher backyardinWarrenville.

For Marty Moylan, Des Plaines mayor,
thedifferenceismeasuredinhappier resi-
dents. “We' ve noticed because residents
arenot callingand complaining” asmuch
about freight trains, Moylan said.

Nearly a year after CN began shifting
freight trains from its rail lines onto the
EJ& E,aDaily Herd danalysi sshowsmixed
resultsfor the suburbs. After aslow start,
train numbers are trending up along the
EJ& Ecomparedtobeforethemerger _and
that will increase. Ononemajor CN line,
traffic is down. The number of delays
lasting 10 minutes or more at crossings
actually has dipped. But the length of
trains has doubled.

CN'’sintent wasto ease freight traffic on
its tracks through a Chicago bottleneck
by movingtrainstothe EJ& E, whichruns
in a semicircle between Waukegan and
Gary, Dianana. Towns along CN tracks
backedthemerger, eager toseesomerelief
from blocked streets, noise and environ-
mental concerns. Municipalitiesnear the
EJ& E opposedit, sayingthey didn’ t want
theproblemintheir communities.

Before the merger, the underused EJ& E
carried about threeto 18 trainsdaily. CN
plans to increase that by up to 24 trains.
The company started moving freightsto
theEJ& EonMarch 11, 2009. But instead
of adramaticboostintrainsonthe EJ& E,
change was slow in 2009 partly because
CN is still improving the old railroad to
handle extracapacity. Theother factor is
the recession, which caused the Freight
Transportation ServicesIndex, ameasure
of freight shipments, to decline by 12.4
percentin 2008 and 2009. But anupswing

occurredinthelast seven monthsof 2009,
the U.S. Bureau of Transportation
Statistics reported.

That growth in train traffic was apparent
in sections of EJ&E track between
Mundeleinand Aurorawherefreight vol-
umes spiked in December and January
compared to the dog days of spring 2009.
CN spokesman Patrick Wal dronconfirmed
therailroadisseeing anuptick and antici-
pates a gradua recovery. Right now,
“we'rein themidst of an artificial situa
tion,” said Aurora Mayor Tom Weisner,
whose town led the merger fight along
with Barrington. “The economy is
such, the anticipated volumeisless

than what would be expected.”

Here' salook at somechangesin
traintraffic using March 2009
toJanuary 2010 dataCN pro-
vided to the U.S. Surface
Transportation Board. Com-
parisons are based on aver-
age daily train numbers be-
forethemerger. Theanalysis
showed:

« A 42percentdropinfreighttrainsonaCN
linebetween Schiller Park andMundelein.

« A 14 percentrisein trainson the EJ& E
between Mundelein and Bartlett.

A 6percentuptickinfreightsontheEJ& E
track from south Bartlett through Wayne
to West Chicago, near Geneva Road.

 An 18 percent decrease in trains on the
EJ&E from West Chicago through to
Aurora, near Aurora Avenue.

That drop, however, tightens to just 5
percent from July through January, when
the daily average number of trains, 11.4,
toppedthepre-merger number of 10.7.But
while the growth in train traffic may be
incremental, the length of trains is not.
Previous trains on the EJ& E were 3,300
feet onaverage, now therangeis6,000to
8,500. Most last year were around 6,000
feet, Waldron said.

“The number of trainsis one thing. The
length is another,” Barrington Village
Manager Jeff Lawler said.

CN hasallocated $60 milliontodistribute
to towns along the EJ& E for mitigation
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suchasfencing, safety improvementsand
soundproofing for residents. Twenty-one
municipalities have signed mitigation
agreements, while12holdout. Sometowns
including Aurora and Barrington are su-
ing to reverse the merger decision.

FundingWarrenvillereceivedfromCNto
reducetrain noiseisasorepoint for Faith
Rawley, whocadlsthesystemof determin-
ing which homesqualify for soundproof-
ing grants haphazard. While train noise
reverberates throughout her neighbor-
hood, some households including the
Rawleys aren't eligible for funding. Y et

thenoiseand vibrationsareinescap-

able, she said.

Delaysof 10minutesor moreat
crossings have decreased
since the takeover, CN re-
ports. In February 2009,
blocked crossings of 10
minutesor moretotaled 25.
In April, that number was
downto 14 andthemonthly
averageisaround 8.4. The
railroad identified where chronic block-
ages occurred and made operational
changes to minimize them such asintro-
ducing power switches so crew don’t
have to hand-throw switches, Waldron
said.
“In a sense, communities are better off
because of safety initiatives CN isdoing
that the EJ&E didn’t have to do,”
University of Illinoisat Chicagotranspor-
tation expert Joseph DiJohn contends.

Some blockages have been significant,
however. Those include: 76 minutes on
March 31,2009, inNaperville; 43minutes
onJune6inWest Chicago; 88 minuteson
July 28inBarringtonHills; 272 minuteson
Oct. 3inMatteson; 62 minuteson Oct. 21
inBartlett; 95minutesonNov.27inWayne;
and 165 minuteson Dec. 4in Bartlett. Out
of 84 delays of 10 minutes or more from
April 2009 to January, 38 percent were
between8a.m. and 6 p.m.

“Wehaven't reached thefull range of the
negativeimpact,” Weisner predicted, add-
ing he' s concerned about derailments. A
fatal derailment occurred on CN linesin
Rockford last June.

Butfor municipalitiesonCN lineslikeDes



Plainesand Buffalo Grove, there’ scautiousoptimism. “ It appearsfreight trafficisdown \
and interference with surface traffic has been reduced,” Buffalo Grove Trustee Jeff
Berman said. Too soon to tell, said DePaul University transportation expert Joseph
Schwieterman. “| think thejury isout on CN’ sperformanceuntil weseetraffic patterns

arvmy fgo3 10 THE 32nd
URBANA
TRAIN

CSX | And UPAnnounce UMAX Domestic SHOW
|nterline Container Program LINCOLN
UMAX, anew domestic interline container program created by CSX Intermodal and
Union Pacific Railroad, will provide customersaccessto morethan 20,000 containers SO U A R E
and expanded market reach acrossNorth America. UMAX will feature morethan 600 -
servicelanessupported by faster and morefrequent train schedules. UMAX launches V I L L A G E

March 29, 2010. “UMAX will offer extensive market access and expanded capacity
across a nationwide intermoda network,” said John Kaiser, Union Pacific vice
president and general manager - Intermodal. “ Union Pacific and CSX Intermodal are

committed to delivering market-competitive service and value to our customers, A P R I L 10 &
providing truck-competitive schedul esthat maximize the benefitsand efficiencies of

rail intermodal.” “Inaword, UMAX offerscustomersmore,” said JamesHertwig, CSX 11 , 20 10
Intermodal president. “Wewill jointly offer more containers and more lanesto more
customerswithmorecompetitiveschedulesthanever.” UMAX will offer rail-provided

53-foot contai nerstointermodal marketing companies, motor carriers, freight brokers, A d m | SS On
truckload, parcel andless-than-truckl oad customers. UMAX will replacetheseparate
programs CSX Intermodal and Union Pacific offer customers today for CSXI-UP Fr ee

interlineservice.
Via RailPace 2/24

CN #397 heads south out of Champaign on March 3 with CN 2646 on the point and

34 carstrailing. Needlessto say, by the time they crossed the former P& E just
behind the power they were close to getting up to normal track speed. Photo by 20 10 D U E S

Rick Schroeder

ARE DUE
NOW

Thiswill be
your last issue
of the Danville

Flyer




Higher Speed Rail
and BNSF

Matt Rosewassel ected asRailway Age's
Railroader of the'Y ear. What abetter choice
in your editor’s opinion could not be
found. After all, they movefreight better
than any other railroad, make money and
the best of all isthat Warren Buffett de-
cidedtogofrommode railroading (hehas
aLionel layout intheattic) torailroading
big time by buying BNSF. If youwant to
read moreabout Mr. Roseand BN SF pick
up acopy of the January issue of Railway
Age.

Mr. Rosetalks about passenger railroad-
ing on BNSF and other railroadsand how
both can help each other expand. At the
sametimeheunderstandsthat the pushis
on for High Speed Rail, which is really
Higher Speed Rail (HSR corridorswill be
separatefromany otherrail ling) andknows
the dollars are being set aside to pursue
the increase in passenger trains.

In the article Mr. Rose is quoted saying
“When wethink about higher-speedrail,
it really comes down to, at what point in
time and at what density do you need to
separatethepassenger right -of -way from
thefreight?1’ vetestified onthis. Not that
have the final say at all, but we have
outlined 79 mph, perhaps 90 mph. When
you get above 90 mphwith any density at
all, what webelieveisthat you' Il bespend-
ing so much time maintaining the track,
surfacing the curves and the tangents,
that youwill losecapacity. Soat that point
in time you need a separate passenger
track. | don’tthink thefederal government
is quite there yet. They would rather see
usgoto 110 or so, and we' [l haveto have
the debate. But at the end of the day, the
principal sthat we have greed to at BNSF
aresound principles. Wewill work to run
passenger trainsonour railroad aslong as
the public paysfor its benefits, and make
sure that we don’t dispose of near-term
capacity to be ableto run freight trains.”

Mr. Roseisright, onthemaintenanceside
asyouincrease speed your coststo main-
taingo up. Look at other high speedlines,
no freight trains or if they have freight
they arenot running 210-ton coal hoppers

on adaily basis. Until this past year get-
ting onto a segment of track to line and
surface was difficult to the MofW folks.
Theaddition of sidings presented aprob-
lem getting track time to install a new
turnout even when this would increase
thecapacity andallow thedispatcher more
flexibility in the future. Transportation
wantsto movetrains - that istheincome
for therailroad.

The second issue as he noted is capacity.
Takealinewith normal 11,000-foot sid-
ingsevery 10to 15 miles (exampleisthe
CSX line from Woodland Junction to
Evansville). Run some 30 trains of
intermodal (at 69 mph), freight (at 59mph)
and coal (at 40 mph) and then add a pas-
sengertrainat 79 mphit doesnot takelong
toseethat thepassenger trainwill quickly
overtakethe slower train. BNSF handles
this on the double track segment with
universal crossoversevery 10-15milesso
youcanrunafasttrainaroundaslowtrain
and both keep moving (however, usually
oneintheoppositedirection will haveto
stop), Do thison the CSX line and some-
one, and probably more that one, will be
sitting for a longer period of time that
transportation wants. Thus, asisthe case
in many locations, Amtrak gets delayed.

Here in the Champaign area you should
hear how many timesthedaytimeAmtrak’s
meet with going through a yard track
(freightsonthemain and siding), meet at
Rantoul or Tolono, (onegoesinthesiding
behind a freight - waits and then backs
out) and delay isto both Amtrak and the
CN trains. What happened? As most of
you know, the IC took up one main to
“reduce costs in both track and signal
maintenance” andthuslowered the speed
from110mphto 79 mph.

BNSF has received some $19 millionin
stimulus funding to add crossovers in
lowaontheCaliforniaZephyr route(pres-
ently they are hand throw) and thus will
increasethecapacity of thelineby allow-
ing run around moves for the Amtrak
trains over the slow coad trains that run
thislineon adaily basis.

So as the spending goes forward to add
passenger trains and higher speeds look
for more double track to be added or put
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back whereit usedto be. Maybe someday
we will see the former IC line back as a
doubletrack mainlinein the Midwest.

Rick Schroeder

Train accidents
down 25% in 2009,
continuing trend

U.S. railroads posted significant safety
improvementsin 2009, accordingtoare-
port posted Wednesday on the Federal
Railroad Administration’ swebsite.

The industry’s safety record commands
particular attention at a time when rail-
roadsareunder anunfunded federal man-
dateto implement Positive Train Control
(PTC) asasafety measure. Thecost could
exceed$15hillion.

The new FRA report, compiled by its
Office of Safety Analysis, shows that
train accidentsweredown 25.2%in 2009
101,841, comparedto2,997in 2006, 2,668
in3007,and 2,461in2008.

Thenumber of collisionsdeclined 28.9%
t0135in2009, comparedto 203in2006, 211
in2007,and 189in2008. Derailmentswere
down26.4%t01,308in 2009, comparedto
2,195in22006,1,930in2007,and1,727in
2008. Y ard accidents dropped 28.8% to
974 0n 2009, compared to 1,579 in 2006,
1,195in2007, and 1,368in 2008.

Rail fatalitiesof al kinds—duemainly to
highway/rail crossing accidents and tres-
passing—declined 11.2%last yearto 713,
vs.903in2006,849in2007,and803in2008.

Crossingfatalitiesdropped 14.2%in 2009
10248, comparedwith 369in 2006, 337in
2007,and 289in2008.

Trespassing deaths declined 5.2% last
yearto434, comparedwith480in 2006, 408
in2007,and 458in2008.

Via Railway Age - 3-4-10



