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Coming Events

March 15, 2009

Danville, L -Monthly Chapter Mesting
at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant, 1: 00PM

March 28 & 29, 2009

Urbana, IL - 32nd Annua Model Train
Show and Swap Mest, Lincoln Square
Village in downtown Urbana. Sat 10-6,
Sun11-5,free.

May ??, 2009

Annual Chapter rail tripto Chicago area-
check out plans on page 4 of thisissue.

April 18, 2009

Danvillg, IL - Chicagoand Easternlllinois
Railroad Historical Society annual meet-
ing, DanvilleAreaCommunity College, 10
AM to 9 PM, display tables, tour, dinner
and annual meeting.

Apr 18-19, 2009

Decatur - Decatur TrainFair 2009. Decatur
Civic Center. Sponsored by the Decatur
Mt. Zion& SouthernMode Railroad Club.
Sat 10-5, Sun10-4.

May 3, 2009

Wheaton - Great Midwest Train, Toy &
Hobby Show. DuPage County Fair-
grounds. County Farm Road and
Manchester. 9:30-3

32nd Annual Model Train
Show

Lincoln Square Village,
Downtown Urbana,
[llinois

March 28 & 29, 2009
Saturday 10-6
Sunday 11-5

Next M eeting

Our next meetingwill beheld Sunday,
March 15at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant,
Williamsand Gilbert Street, beginning
at1:00PM.

The Urbana Train Show is coming this
month and we will discuss setting up
tables aswell asthe popcorn machine- a
good money maker for the chapter. This
year wewill havejust 2tables, onefor the
money-making popcorn and the other for
magazinesand other items. Allen Cooke
has set up atrip to Chicago to ride Metra
trains. Thedateand schedulearelistedon
page 4. A plannedtriptotheSt. Louisdid
notwork duetolack of traintimesmesting
our needs.

At this time, by the time you read this,
therewill beonly onemoreplanned opera-
tion session at Rossville. Depending on
timingwewill probably try tohaveonein
the summer months.

Asyouwill noteintheminutes, the Chap-
ter haspurchased anew L CD widescreen
monitor that will accept computer, DVD
and VHS (with additional equipment) for
presentations. If you haveaVHSwewill
needtobringaV CRtoaddtothemonitor.
The DVD program will be announced at
thismeeting.

- Late Breaking News -

For thosethat monitor railroad radio com-
munications, CSX changed dispatcher as-
signmentsin our area, and thus a couple
of radio frequencies were also changed.
Calumet City, IL now dispatches the
Woodland and Monon Subdivisions.
Road channels remain the same, but the
dispatcherison 160.320(14) for theWood-
land Suband 160.290 (12) for theMonon.
The CE&D, starting at RB Jct. south of
Brewer, isstill dispatched from Jackson-
ville FL and remainson 161.520 (94) for
that dispatcher.

Model Railroad
Operating
Sessions

Mark your calendar now for the fol-
lowing operating sessions that will
startat 1:00PM andend after 3:00PM:

Rossville
Saturday, April 4,2009
Danville and Western

Operating Sessions, 1819 Coventry
Drive, Champaign, beginningat 12:30
PM and ending after 3:00 PM

Saturday, March 14,2009

Depending on schedule, The D&W
may try to schedule another session
during April. With the chapter trip,
C& EI meeting and other itemsgoing
on during the month this may not
work out. Operators will be notified
viaEmall.

Remember, 2009
Chapter/Museum
Dues are due by the
end of March. Get
your check toAllen
Cooke at the
Chapter address, or
at the next meeting
soon to remain on
themailinglist. This
Issue of the newsdlet-
ter will be the last
oneyou receive for
2009 if dues are not

paid.




President Lincoln

and Union Pacific

Railroad: Building

AmericaThen and
Now

Omaha, Neb., February 9, 2009 —When
Abraham Lincolnisafounding father of
your company, peopleexpect great things
fromyou. Frombuildingthenation’ strans-
continental railroad to delivering the
goods Americansuseevery day, themen
and women of Union Pacific continually
work to exceed those expectations.

Thisyear marksthe 200th anniversary of
Lincoln’shirthday. Tocelebrateinaman-
ner befitting the 16th president’ s legacy
and the railroad’ s impact on the United
States, Union Pacificissupporting “With
Malice Toward None: The Abraham
LincolnBicentennial Celebration” exhibi-
tion by the Library of Congress. Union
PacificalsoloanedLincolnartifactstothe
exhibitionfromtheUnionPacificRailroad
Museumin Council Bluffs, lowa. Tofur-
ther celebrateLincoln, Union Pacific has
launched a special Web site:
www.upcel ebratedlincoln.com.

Recognized asone of America sgreatest
presidents, Lincoln signed the Pacific
Railway ActJuly 1, 1862, authorizing con-
struction of thetranscontinental railroad.
Central Pacific,anexigtingCaliforniarail-
road, would startin Sacramentoand build
east, whileUnion Pecificwouldstartinthe
middle of the country, at the Missouri
River between Council Bluffsand Omaha,
and build west. Though Lincoln did not
liveto seethedriving of the Golden Spike
in1869, thetranscontinental railroadwas
one of the greatest achievements of his
presidency.

“Buildingthetranscontinental railroadis
widely considered one of the greatest
achievements of the 19th century,” said
Bob Turner, Union Pacific senior vice
president, corporate relations. “Linking
the east to thewest opened thedoor tothe
pioneers who transformed our nation. It
hel ped change the culture of our country
to make Americans across the continent

feel likeonepeople. Today, UnionPacific
continues to connect and support
America sfamilies and businesses.”

From produce, grain, beveragesand live-
stock feed tolumber, coal, steel and auto-
mobiles, virtually everything Americans
use every day probably spent some time
onatrain. Without therailroads, America
would come to a stop.

“WithMaliceTowardNone: TheAbraham
LincolnBicentennia Celebration” opens
February 12 at theLibrary of Congressin
Washington, D.C. TheUnionPacificRail-
road Museum|oanedtheexhibitionarock-
ing chair from Lincoln’ sofficeand asilk
banner from his funeral procession. The
exhibitionalsowill includeavast array of
Lincolnmaterial including letters, photo-
graphs, political cartoons, period engrav-
ings, speeches and artifacts, the Lincoln
family Bible, andthecontentsof Lincoln’s
pockets on the night he was assassinated.

The exhibition will be on display at the
Library of Congressthrough May 9, after
which it will travel to six U.S. cities:
Sacramento, Calif., at the CaliforniaMu-
seuminspring/summer 2009; Chicago, at
the Newberry Library in fall 2009;
Indianapolis, at the Indiana State Mu-
seuminwinter/spring 2010; Atlanta, at the
Atlanta History Center in fall 2010; and
Omaha, at theDurham Museuminwinter/
spring2011.

STB eyesrail fines
for Amtrak delays

Freightrailroads, particularly Classl rail-
roads, deemed responsible for delays to
Amtrak passenger trainsusingtheir tracks
couldbefined under new authority granted
to the Surface Transportation Board.

Fines theoretically could be applied in
past years, but Amtrak’ sprecariouspoliti-
cal position made pursuit of such fiscal
action improbable. But STB Chairman
Charles Nottingham says a new law,
passed by Congress last October, allows
STBtopursuefreight railroadsdetermined
to be negligent or uncooperativein expe-
diting Amtrak trains. Thegoal isfor 80%
of Amtrak trainssystemwidetoreach on-
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time status.

Freight operators, for their part, havecited
obstacles impeding their handling of
Amtrak, such as slow orders, including
thoserequiredfor maintenancework, and
mounting di spatching conflictsgenerated
inpart by increasedfreighttrafficinrecent
years. Amtrak official sprivately haveac-
knowledged sucharguments, thoughthey
also cite widely varying approaches and
attitudesfromdifferent Classl railroadsin
dealing with the issue seriously.

Amtrak Chief Operating Officer William
Croshie, addressing STB, said, “On-time
performance of our trainsis highly vari-
able,” withslow orderstriggering many of
thedelays.“Wewanttomakeit very clear
that theon-timeperformanceof our trains
is the linchpin of our success.”

Amtrak considerstrainsonitsownNorth-
east Corridor to be ontimeif they arrive
within 10 minutes of schedule, Croshie
said. Long-distanceAmtrak trainsarecon-
sidered on time if they arrive within 30
minutes of the posted schedule.

Via Railway Age 2-13-09

Freight Car
Americalnc. cuts
Danville wor kfor ce

FreightCar Americalnc. planstocut nearly
four of every five jobs at its Danville
facility, starting this week (2-16).
FreightCar Americalnc. started notifying
workersthisweek about what it callslay-
offs, according to information filed with
thelllinoisDepartment of Commerceand
Economic Opportunity.

FreightCar sent noticetothe stateagency
onJan. 16that 195 workerswould belaid
off during several 14-day periods, starting
Monday, according to Ashley Cross,
spokeswomanfor thestateagency. Cross
said the corporation indicated that the
layoffs would be permanent but gave no
reason for the reduction in force. The
Danville facility at 2313 Cannon St. as-
sembles new railroad cars and employs

Continued of Page 4



TheCN -NSMidAmeria
Corridor

The MidAmerica Corridor, a new trackage rights agreement
between CN and Norfolk Southern, is designed to establish
shorter, faster routes for merchandise and coal traffic moving
between the Midwest and Southeast.

CNandNSwill sharetrack between Chicago, St. L ouis, Kentucky
and Mississippi. The agreement also includes the Fulton-
Corinth, Tenn., shortlineWest TennesseeRailroad, whichwill
beupgraded to handleheavier railcarsand additional traffic. It
is expected to be finalized within the next few months and
presented to the Surface Transportation Board for approval.

TheMidAmericaCorridor will havethreecomponents: NSwill
haul CN freight between Chicago and St. Louis, reducing the
distance between these points for CN shipments by 60 miles
and providing improved connections to other rail carriers
throughthe St. L ouisgateway. NSwill use CN routes between
St. Louisand Fulton, Ky., aspart of anew, moreefficient route
from the Midwest to the Southeast, saving morethan 50 miles
onNSshipments. CN will haul NSfrei ght between Chicagoand
Fulton, shortening NS’ sChi cago-Birminghamrouteby almost
100miles. CN and NSalso plantocreateanew coal gateway at
Corinth, Miss., to better link NS-served southeastern utility
plants with CN-served lIllinois Basin coal producers.

“Thisinnovativetrack-sharing arrangement will expedite our customers' shipments, improve asset utilization, and generate new
efficienciesforbothCN andNS,” CN President and CEO E. Hunter Harrison said. NSChairman, President, and CEO Wick Moorman
calledtheMidAmericaCorridor “ animportant partnershipthat will createbetter routesfor shippersonbothrailroads. OntheNorfolk
Southern system, it will help level demand on our busy north-south routes, while improving service and vel ocity for many more
customers. Via Railway Age 2-11-09

Canadian National - Illinois Central

Weshould notethat at | east four EJ& E SD38-2' shave beenreassignedto | C yard and local serviceduties. Thusfar, #673and 671
havebeen seen switchingMarkham Y ard. OnFebruary 13, EJ& E SD38-2's#670and 672 wereon M 337 heading for theWaterl oo,
la, yard. A very interesting pair has taken over switching duties on the south end job at Markham Y ard during January. First
generation power, thoughrebuilt andindifferent paint schemes, GPIR’ sCN 4028 and 7044 wererunhing back-to-back. #4028 bears
adtill-very-niceCN " Stripes' scheme, while 7044 isinbasic CN "Noodl€" black. #7044’ spaintisn'ttoo bad either, but the4028is
really pretty nicegiventhepaint hastobefairly old. Asof February 5, CN retiredthefollowing: BCOL 752; CN 5257, 5271, 5294,
IC6000, 6003, 6009, 6014, 6034, 6057, 6065,6067 and6070; and GTW 5935. Retired DM IR SDM 303, withall Missabemarkingspainted
out and DN spray painted onthe cab at Woopdcrest, was sold to DakotaNorthern Railroad. DN operates asanother Independent
L ocomoativeServiceaswell asashortlineoperator. OnFebruary 7, | C GP403140 and WC GP403012 wereleased by CN to Quebec
Gatineau, the Genesee & Wyoming family member operating theold CP between Montreal and Quebec City. Onor about January
25, GTW GPR9 4635, CN’s newest rebuilt geep, was sold. Spotted at Woodcrest shop that day marked MNN, which should be
Minnesota Northern Railroad, she was coupled with two DMV & W SD50F s soon to depart also.

Via Midwest Rail Scene




DANVILLE JUNCTION CHAPTER

SPRINGTRAINTRIP

May 2nd 2009*

SCHEDULE

STATION LEAVE STATION ARRIVE
Cooke Business Products 7:00AM MANTENO (McDonalds) 9:15AM
MANTENO 9:25AM OAK FOREST 10:15AM
OAK FOREST (MetraStation) 10:55AM CHICAGO(LASALLE) 11.48AM
CHICAGO(UNION) 12:30 PM BENSENVILLE(**) 1:.03PM
BENSENVILLE 1:.03PM BELGIN 1.43PM
BELGIN 1.55PM BENSENVILLE 2:31PM
BENSENVILLE 2:31PM CHICAGO(UNION) 3:09PM
CHICAGO(LASALLE) 4:30PM OAK FOREST 5:20PM
OAKFOREST 5:30PM Cooke Business Products 8:00+PM

(**) You can get off at Bensenville if you want to photograph trains and not ride to the end of theline.
On the way back we will stop at Fuddruckersfor dinner. * Please note the change in date from the one picked previously.

252, accordingtoVermilion Advantage's
Industrial Directory, which was updated
in January.

FreightCar reportedthelayoffstothestate
under thelllinoisWorker Adjustment and
Retraining Notification (WARN) Act,
signedintolaw in 2004. Thelaw requires
employers to give 60 days advance no-
tice of pending plant closures or mass
layoffs. MikeJordan, operationsmanager
at the Danville site, would not talk about
the layoffs and said, “we're not going to
discuss our layoffs with the public.”

FreightCar America builds and designs
railcarswithanemphasisoncoal-carrying
railcars. Inadditionto corporateofficesin
Chicago, thecompany hasmanufacturing
facilitiesin Roanoke, Va., and Danville,
which FreightCar bought in 1995. The
Danville facility has transformed in the
last 13 yearsfromarepair facility intoan
assembly plant, according to the corpo-
rate Web site. According to Virginia's
WorkforceNetwork “WarnNoticel og,”
FreightCar notified that stateon Jan. 14 it
would be laying off 120 at the Roanoke,
Va., facility beginningMarch 14.

The Simulus Package passes

TheHouse passed the conference report of the stimulus package today (2-13) and the
Senate is expected to pass it over the weekend (they did). The conference report
containsavery exciting surprise. The appropriation for intercity passenger rail was
increasedto$9.3hillion! President Obama, Senator DurbinfromIllinoisand Congress-
man Oberstar fromMinnesotaweredirectly involvedin getting thenumber increased.
We are very thankful for their efforts.

Thanksto everyone who has made phone calls and sent emails. Thisisan important
opportunity for theUpper Midwest Regiontore-connectitself. Now webeginthework
of ensuring that our stateand local governmentstakefull advantage that opportunity.

Here isabreak down of the transportation funds:

- $27.5hillionfor highway investments

- $8.4hillionfor publictransportation.

- $1.5 hillion for competitive grantsto state and local governments.

- $1.3billionfor the air transportation system.

- $9.3hillionfor rail transportation, including Amtrak, High Speed and Intercity Rail.

Thisisthe breakdown for intercity passenger rail:
-$8hillionfor capital assistancefor HSR Corridorsand | ntercity Passenger Rail Service.
“Theconfereeshaveprovidedthe Secretary flexibility inall ocating resourcesbetween

the programsto advance thegoal of deployingintercity high speedrail systemsinthe
us’

-$1.3hillionfor Amtrak. Of this, $450millionisearmarkedfor security andlifesafety
improvements. Theremaining $850 millionisintended for projectsthat will increase
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capacity, includingrolling stock rehabili-
tation. No morethan 60% of thesefunds
can be spent in the Northeast Corridor.

Via High Seed Rail Association 2-13

Editor: The $27.5 hillion for highways
and bridges will place an average of
$600 million to each state (of course
somewill get more, otherslessandlllinois
should get a good share). Remember, by
the time Chicago gets their big share
downstatewill beleftwithamuchsmaller
amount. Then when you look at the num-
ber of projectsthat each county/citywants
therewill beavery small amount that will
cometo thearea for improvements. Rail
and Amtrak did very well and hopefully
CREATE and other projectsin our area
will see some of the funding.

Boardman: Changes
are coming to
Amtrak

WASHINGTON - New Amtrak President
Joseph Boardman saysmany Amtrak man-
agersdo not know whether to believethat
Amtrak actually has a future, and that
anyone who cannot make the transition
fromasurvival modetoagrowthmodewill
have to find another job.

Boardmansaidinaninterview that shortly
after leaving the top spot at the Federal
Railroad  Administration last
Thanksgiving to take over Amtrak, he
discovered that the passenger rail system
is in worse shape than he thought, and
that some peoplein Amtrak headquarters
in Washington are, in effect, burnout
cases. He would not be specific about
numbers, saying hehasstill madenofinal
decisions about how many people will
have to leave because they cannot make
the transition from survival to growth.

"There are a whole host of people here
who don’t know whether to believe,” he
said. “People are going to haveto get on
the train. We will make some judgments
very soon.”

Among other things, Boardman found
that despitegrowing passenger traffic, up
about 12 percent in 2008, Amtrak’ sfive-
year planin October contained no plansto
order new passenger carsother thanseven
new high-speedtrainsets, carstolengthen
current Acela trainsets, 15 new single-
level sleeping cars, and some new bag-
gage-dormitory cars. All other carswould
have to be paid for by states that needed
them for new corridor service, and per-
haps ordered them through Amtrak. That
secret plan, which had already become a
joke around Amtrak, was thrown out
quickly after Boardman arrived, and
Amtrak is now making more ambitious
plans.

Boardmansaid Amtrak’ smost urgent need
isfor new el ectriclocomotives, and heput
in an immediate request for $1 billionin
long-term|ow-interest government loans.
Electric motive power is in such poor
shapethat Washington-New Y ork-Boston
trainsare sometimes canceled for lack of
power.

Since no firm plans have been made to
order cars, uptothreeyearswill beneces-
sary to actually obtain new cars. Mean-
while, as many wrecked cars as possible
will be refurbished, he said. This leaves
Amtrak in horrible shape even as politi-
cianspreachabout agrandfutureof “ high-
speedrail.”

Meanwhile, Amtrak at least initially lost
out in President Obama’s multi-billion-
dollar stimulusplan, receiving$1.3billion
while commuter rail got $8.4 billion and
“highspeedrail” got$8billion. (Amtrakis
eligibleto competefor thehigh speedrail
funds.) Nonetheless, Boardman has in-
stilled such confidence among members
of Congressand congressional staff mem-
bersthat someeffort may bemadetomake
up the shortfall in future legidation. It is
tooearly for any specificplans, especialy
sinceBoardmanhimsdlfisstill developing
plans.

Interviewswith various Capitol Hill staff
members found a lot of confidence in
Amtrak’s future under Boardman, per-
hapstoomuch confidencefor Boardman's
own good.

Boardmanhasbeen surprisingly success-
ful in blunting threatsby unionsto get rid
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of him. Shortly after hewasappointed, 12
labor unions made a statement opposing
him as an effort by the Amtrak board to
block ObamafromnaminghisownAmtrak
president. However, Amtrak’ sownunions
cameto Boardman’ sdefenseand blunted
the attacks. Much of Boardman’s union
support began on a long Thanksgiving
day atthecrewroomat WashingtonUnion
Station, as he and his wife bantered with
engineers and conductors. Within hours,
he had become almost a hero to Amtrak
union employees as word spread around
the country. Higher union leadership
backed off.

Now comes the question: Can he pro-
duce? One major union official said he
does not believe Boardman has the guts
todowhat isnecessary. Inthefield, other
union officialsarewaiting for asign that
Boardman means business, and they will
not be patient forever.

What about Obama?Well-placed sources
said he pushed for the $8 billion last-
minuteincreasein high-speed rail funds,
partly because he realized he had short-
changed rail in his proposed stimulus
|egidationafter bragging onthecampaign
trail about his dedication to passenger
rail.RahmEmanud , Obama schief of saff,
confirmed thereports, telling theinternet
newsletter Porticothat Obamarealized he

Chicago and Eastern
[llinois Historical
Society Annual Mest-
ing - DACC, Danwville,
IL April 18, 2009.

No admission, display
and sale tables, tour of
abandon C&EI lines
around Danville from
1-4 PM, dinner at local
railroad restaurant and
annual meeting at 7:00
PM




had not asked for enough for high-speed
rail and wanted $10 billion added as a
commitment to thefuture.

One of the chief staff members respon-
sibleforalast-minute$8billionincreasein
high speed rail funds laid amost all the
blamefor Amtrak’ s current condition on
President Bush and his administration.
This Democratic staff member, who did
not want to be quoted by name, said that
Amtrak will now beableto grow without
enemies looking over its shoulder. He
expressed confidence in Boardman, and
noted that morefundsfor regular Amtrak
trains could be made available in future
legidation if Boardman gets Amtrak’s
houseinorder. Thestaff member saidthat
meaningless restrictions enacted under
Republicans, including harassment such
aslimitsonthenumber of dining car staff
numbers, werewiped off thebooksand he
issurethat such restrictionswill soon be
eased by Amtrak. Meanwhile, Democrats
on Amtrak’ sboar.

dgently butfirmly took control. Republican
Donna McLean was eased out as chair-
man, but given the vice chairmanship.
Democrat Thomas Carper took over as
chairman. Hunter Bidennot only remains
on the board, but has joined Carper as a
forceto bereckoned with.

Carper, mayor of Macomb, I11.,andalong-
timeObamafriendand political supporter,
and Biden, son of thenew vice president,
haveat |east onetough job ahead. Thatis
to convince Obama and Congress that
plainoldregularrail isdowly approaching
abreakdown unless|ots of new locomo-
tives and cars are ordered soon, and un-
less aging basket-case terminals such as
Chicago are fixed soon. That includes
replacement of often-usel essswitch heat-
ers. As Boardman points out, it is no
secret that Chicago getscoldandispelted
by heavy snow inthewinter. Sowhy does
Amtrak seemto besurprised whenwinter
comes?- Don Phillips

Via TRAINSOn-Line 2-18-09

Danville Chapter, NRHS - Minutes - 2/15/09
The meeting was called to order at 1348 by President Nipper.

The Treasurer’ s report shows the following balances:

Checking $2582.66
Savings 4609.55
Total $7192.21

The minutes were approved.

Old Business

The Urbanatrain show will be held on March28 and 29.
New Business

A springtripwasconsideredfor April 11. Thepreliminary planisdrivingto Oak Forest
andriding Metrainto LaSalle St. station. After walking to Union Station, around trip
wouldbetakento Elgin. ReturnwouldagainbefromLaSalle St. stationto Oak Forest,
with dinner beforereturning to Danville.

Television- A new TV/DVD wasobtained. Rick Schroeder movedtoreimburse Doug
approx. $530 for the TV. Thiswas seconded by Al Hintz and approved.

Website - A discussion was held about the website as the present host is closing. It
was agreed to keep the site, transferring it to Danvillgjunction.org.

Misc.

Doug hasspent approx. $2600 onthelayout conversiontoDCC. Sofar donationshave
comein to cover approx. $1000 of thisamount.

Themeeting wasadjourned at 1410 - Dick Brazda, Secretary

Norfolk Southern CEQO: “Battle awaitsin
Congress’

The major U.S. railroads face a “ serious battle” in the current U.S. Congress over
upcoming legislation that would govern how they set their prices and how they are
regulated, thetop executive at No. 4 railroad Norfolk Southern Corp (NSC.N: Quote,
Profile, Research, Stock Buzz) said on Monday. “| am not sure that cooler headswill
prevail,” Chief Executive Wick Moorman said at the Reuters Manufacturing Summit
in Chicago. “ Some people are going to line up against us.”

Legidation was introduced into the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate in
January that would governhow railroads set their prices. Some customer groupsclaim
railroads enjoy monopoly-pricing power that needsto bereinedin, citing persistently
robust profits during the U.S. economic downturn as proof of unfair pricing. Those
samecustomer groupshavetried unsuccessfully in previousyearstointroducesimilar
legidlation, but say that key membersinthisDemocratic-controlled Congressaremore
sympathetic.

Moorman said he was confident therailroads argument — that they should set their
own pricesin order to prosper and invest in necessary expansion — would be heard
in Congress regardless of its composition. “1 am optimistic that a lot of Democrats
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understand torpedoing the railroad in-
dustry is not agood idea,” he said.

Moorman aso said he was concerned
over aruling last week by the Surface
Transportation Board (STB), whichregu-
latespricesintherail industry, against No.
2 railroad Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Corp. The STB had originaly ruled in
BNSF's favor in 2007 in a complaint
brought by two electric utilities near the
Powder River Basin in Wyoming. Last
week it changed that decision using new
rulesand said BNSF had charged unlaw-
fully high rates. The railroad must reim-
bursetheutilities$100millionandreduce
rates by $245 million over the next 15
years.”

“In some sensewe appear to under attack
fromtwo directions,” Moorman said. “It
remains to be seen if this (ruling) is a
dangerous precedent.” Norfolk
Southern’s CEO also said he was “very,
very disappointed” by the amount of
money allocatedfor infrastructureinvest-
mentsin the economic stimulus package
recently approved by Congress.

“That istomethesinglegreat investment
that thiscountry needsto makeand should
bemaking for thelong-term prosperity of
the country,” he said. “In comparison to
the size of the package, | just thought it
waswoefully inadequate.” L ast week the
Association of American Railroads said
that U.S. railroad freight volumesfor the
year so far were down 16.1 percent from
the same period in 2008. Moorman said
Norfolk Southern’sown freight volumes
weredown a“littlemore” than therest of
theindustry andthat therewerefew signs
of an economic recovery on the horizon.
“We did fairly well last year up through
October ... andthenjustlikeeveryoneelse
inthiseconomy, someoneturnedthelights
out sometimein November andwesaw a
declinelikenothingwe have ever seenin
terms of its precipitousness,” he said.
“We don't see it (the economy) getting
worse but on the other hand wedon’t see
anything that presagesany kind of recov-
ery,” hesaid.

Via AAR 2-24-09

Editor: Asnoted in the past, thisissue
could have severe consequences as far

asthe railroads are concerned and
would curtail spending for capacity
improvements. Thisin turn would affect
Amtrak, which the administration has
seeto it that they will be funded under
the recently signed package. This
change would take the railroads back
to near the days prior to the Saggers
Act - a point to which they do not need
to go and the country cannot afford.

‘Loco’ Thief Seals
CSX Locomotive
From Siding

Cops Find The Train 7
Miles Away

Youlock acar, but you don’tlock aloco-
motive. After all, where can you takeit?
Sounds logical, but logic didn't stop a
thief from stealing a CSX Locomotive
sometime after 11:30 Sunday night and
taking it for anoisy joy ride, in Miami’'s
version of the Great Train Robbery. The
diesel locomotive, nhumber 2617, was
parked on a CSX siding in the Kendall
area, awaitinganassignment, whenitcame
upmissing. It wasthere Sunday night, but
missing when the railroad went working
for it Monday.

Weighinginat morethan 120tons, locked

on a track which took it to Miami to
Homestead, all therailroad had to dowas
follow thested ribbonuntil they foundit.
They did, about 7 miles to the south in
Homestead. Miami-Dade police sur-
rounded the out of place locomotive and
looked for clues about who took it for a
spin, but the driver was long gone.

CSX Transportation spokesperson Gary
Sease said it appearsthelocomotive was
takenby an‘ unauthorizedindividual’, but
as most people don't have experience
startingand driving oneof thebehemoths,
investigators believe their thief is some-
one with more than with a passing fancy
for trains. One police officer who spoke
about thetheft said it wasthefirst timein
20 years as a cop that he'd seen astolen
locomotive. Eventhough thelocomotive
was driven without the approval of the
CSX train tracking system, there was no
trafficonthelineat thetimeandluckily, no
collision

C& El Caboose
model

Want amode of theC& El famous
"Wabash style" caboose?Contact Bob
McQuownor Rick Schroeder asthe
C& El HShasoneavailablefor $60.
Check out theconstructed mode
bdow.




