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Eastbound BNSF 7772 and 4722 passthe bridge signal at the Edlestein, Illinois control point and isabout 1/2 milefrom starting
downgradeto the Illinois River. Dueto flooding along theriversin lowaand Illinoistrains are delayed and very few were
spotted on this beautiful Sunday morning, June 22. Rick Schroeder photo.



ComingEvents

July 26 & 27, 2008

Altamont, IL - 11th Annual
Train Show at Effingham
County Fairgrounds, Sat 9-
4 and Sunday 10-3.

August 10, 2008

Wheaton, L -MonthlyTrain
Show at the Fairgounds. - 9-
3

September 6 & 7, 2008

Decatur, IL - Fall Decatur
Train Fair at the Decatur
Civic Center, Sat 10-5 and
Sunday 10-4.

Weekends

Rossville, IL - Depot Mu-
seum open

Danville Chapter,
NRHS

Meeting Minutes- 5/18/8

President Nipper opened the meeting at
1352,

The secretary' s report was approved as
printed for April. The Treasurer reported
there was $1239.70 in the checking ac-
count and $4530.25inthe CD.

Old Business

On May 24 acleanup is scheduled at the
museumto preparefor opening that same
day. Thewater hasbeenturnedonandthe
drainrepaired. Therefrigerator hasbeen
stocked with food, which will al sell for
$.75.

New Business

Rick moved to increase the local duesto

Next M eeting

Asusual, thereare no meetingsin the
summer. Our next meetingwill beheld
thethird Sundayin September at Jocko's
Depot Restaurant, Williamsand Gilbert
Street, beginningat 1:00PM.

Thisissue isthe normal combined June/
July issue. We will put one out in early
September before the next meeting. As
you know, the museum is open on week-
endsand your helpisappreciated. Wedo
have some members that are there on a
regular basis but coming up one day on
the weekend would be outstanding. Due
tohigher gaspricesweare seeing aslow-
downinattendancethisyear. Inaddition,
thelossof businessdowntown Rossville,
after the fire a few years back, has also
affected the tourist trade.

Seeyou in September.

$20 and it was approved by the member-
ship.

Allen was working on distributing bro-
chures to the motels.

Driving the Dixie Days are June 14-15.
Theremay beapeoplemoverinRossville.

The Train show in Urbananext year will
not beat theLincoln SquareMall. Alter-
nate sites are being investigated.

Pictureson Illincistowersare on display
atlllinoisTerminal in Champaign.

A trip to the Galesburg Train Show and
M useum on June 28 or 29 was suggested.
Those interested should contact Allen.

The Meeting was adjourned at 1408

A videowas shown on Berea (OH) tower
fromaround 1980.
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A Fitting farewell
for the boy who
loved ‘choo-choo

trains

Floodinginmany partsof theGreat Plains
and Midwest continuesto affect workers
at morethan adozenrailroadsasthey toil
to repair washed out track and damaged
bridges. But afamily’ stragiclosscaused
by severeweatherinMinnesotal ast month
affected several Canadian PacificRailway
employeesadifferent way. Asin pulling
at their heartstrings.

Two-year-old Nathaniel Prindledied and
threemembersof hisfamily wereinjured
May 25 by atornado that struck Hugo,
Minn. Nate, as his family called him,
drowned after the tornado lifted him and
droppedhimintoapondnearthePrindl€’' s
home. Hisparents, Gerard and Christina,
and four-year-old sister Annika were
trapped in the rubble of their home, ac-
cording to a news item in the Pioneer
Press.

Nateloved*choo-chootrains,” ashecalled
them. So much so, his parents chose a
country gravesitein Washington County
just east of their hometown as Nate's
restingplace. Freighttrainsregularly pass
the cemetery.

After hearing about the tragedy, a CPR
employee in the St. Paul service area
thought of away to honor Nate' s passion
and offer a modicum of comfort to his
grieving family. The employee and sev-
eral co-workersarranged to havetwo lo-
comotives and a caboose waiting on the
tracks near the cemetery during his fu-
neral on June 2.

When the service concluded, the engines
and caboose slowly rumbled past the
grave. The engineer sounded a long
whistle salute as the train headed away
fromthecemetery.

The compassionate act by the CPR em-
ployee— whois*“treating the matter asa
private initiative and has asked not to be
publicly identified,” says CPR spokes-
manMikeL oV ecchio—andhisco-work-
ersdid not go unnoticed by the Class|’s



The President’s Cor ner

Here's a little factoid | came across recently: The Seaboard System Railroad,
created fromthe elementsof the Family LinesRail System, only lasted four years
from 1982t01986. Sincel spent thisentireperiodasan“ aternateoperator” at North
Y ard, it must have seemed al onger period of timethanthat tome. CSX then brought
in the elements of the Chessie system and we had a monster that only got bigger
when half of Conrail wasrolledin.

What’ sreally interesting, however, isthat anything SBD isnow apretty big deal.
It'sbeen gone over twenty years, and acouple of months ago a CSX locomotive
till in SBD paint caused quite astir onthelllianaRR List when it showed up on
593/594, the train that runs from Terre Haute to Decatur and back.

| guess!’ll beglad | saved all thosetrain ordersand clearance cardswith the SBD
logo someday! Maybe they’ Il fund my retirement... It just provesthe point that
over enough time, thingsthat seemed routine one day are now itemsof historical
significance.

Onarelatedtopic, in my daysspent closeto railroad operationsit alwaysamazed
methat the South had somuch sway over Midwesternrailroading. WhentheL& N
got the Monon and half the C& El, things started to change. Guys from the deep
south with heavy accents began to move into supervisory positions “up north”
and at timesit wasagenuineproblemto communicatewiththem. Eventoday, CSX
track crewsliketherail, tieand surfacing gangsthat wererecently intheareahave
employees that are barely understandable on the radio. Most of them are great
guys, though. You just need and interpreter to talk to them!

The crew with the “NCT Machine” that laid the new track behind my house last
year was almost all Mexican. Whatever your stance on immigration, there's no
doubt a profound change in the labor force in this country is occurring, and the
railroads are no exception. But it makes the communication issue with the
southerners seem pretty trivial in comparison. If one of the job requirementsfor
the foreman on agang isto be bi-lingual, we may have gonetoofar...

Doug
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top executive.

" Please express my admiration for their
thoughtful farewell gesture,” said Presi-
dentand Chief ExecutiveOfficer FredGreen
inanemail tothe St. Paul serviceareastaff.
“1t makes me proud to work with them.”

And, to therest of usin therail industry,
proud to count them among our own.

Froma blog byy Jeff Sagll

CN spokesman
points out
government’srolein
causing rail
congestion

Canadian National Railway is getting a
bumrap over itsplanto acquiretheElgin,
Joliet and Eastern Railway, CN spokes-
mentoldtheElgin, I1l., Herald News. Op-
ponentsof thesaleshouldlook togovern-
ment officials—not CN—to find blame,
CN representativessaid duringaChicago
Southland Chamber of Commerce lun-

2

cheon.

"Thereal problem hereisnot theaction of
Canadian National but rather thecontinu-
ing inaction of our public agencies and
elected officialsin solving these serious
regional congestion problems,” said Jim
Giblin, senior associate for Railroad
Industries Inc., who spoke on CN'’s be-
half.

CNistryingtorelievetraintrafficconges-
tion in and around Chicago, something
the government hasfailed to do, he said.
The federal government has allotted $1
billionfor rail improvementsnationwide,
but very littlehascometolllinois, andthe
state’ selected officialsaretoblame, Giblin
added.

In 1999, thelllinois Commerce Commis-
sioncalledfor anew programtofundsuch
projects. CN spokesman Jm Kvedaras
and Giblin attended thechamber meeting
to offset some misconceptions about the
company and its acquisition proposal.

They said: * By bypassing Chicago, CN
would reduce train traffic in 88 heavily
popul ated Chi cago-areacommunities. The
EJ& E linesgo through 33 less-popul ated
municipalities.

« Only 130 jobs would be lost, mostly
throughattrition. « Theacquisitionwould
not negatively affect Amtrak’s accessto
Union Station or Metra's STAR Line, a
proposed passenger line that would par-
alel the EJ& E tracks. CN hassaid Metra
can build its own adjacent STAR line
tracks. Butit’ spossiblethepassenger line
could share atrack, too, Kvedaras said.

Stiff opposition has surfaced in towns
along the route because of the projected
increaseintraintraffic. Duetotheoutcry,
the STB decided to do afull-blown envi-
ronmental study of the sale, which will
takemuchlonger.

Monday’ s Southland crowd was mostly
friendly to the CN group.

"Obviously we're a business organiza
tion, so we're going to comeright out of
thegatein support of this,” said chamber
board ChairmanLarry Lymon.“Weatthis
point see the benefits of it.”

Via Railway Age May 13



Rail News

UP, NSlaunch motor vehicleco-loading
service Union Pacific and Norfolk
Southern have introduced an Automo-
tivelnterlineCo-L oading Servicepermit-
ting the motor vehicles of more than one
manufacturer to be loaded in a single
railcar. In the first shipment, Chryser
minivansand Ford F150swereco-loaded
ataNorfolk SouthernfacilityinMelvindale,
Mich., and unloaded 2,241 milesaway at
UnionPecific’ sfacilityinMiral.oma, Calif.
“Co-Loadingwill createtheability toship
vehiclessooner by generatingrail car quan-
tities of vehicles by combining smaller
destinationfacility shipments,” said David
Julian, president-Automotive & Supply
Chain Servicesfor Norfolk Southern.

AARurgesCongresstoaidrail capacity
expansion. Testifying Tuesday beforethe
Senate Committeeon Commerce, Science
and Transportation, addressing the is-
sues of climate change and transporta-
tion, Association of American Railroads
Presidentand CEO Edward R. Hamberger
urged Congressto passlegidationallow-
ing the rail industry to bolster capacity,
noting railroads already are an environ-
mentally friendly, energy-efficient option.

"First, passtheFreight Rail I nfrastructure
Capecity ExpansonAct(S.1125/H.R.2116)
whichprovidesa25%tax creditforinvest-
mentsin new track, intermodal facilities
and other projectsthat increasecapacity,’
Hamberger said. “That credit would be
available not just to railroads but to any
entity that investsin rail capacity expan-
sion.”

project, the Heartland Corridor, and the
AlamedaCorridor areal| examplesof such
projectsin which public and private dol-
lars are leveraged together to produce
public benefits that otherwise would not
berealized,” he pointed out.

BNSF openshistory-
making quadruple
track in the PRB

Last week, BNSF Railway Co. marked a
historic event in Wyoming. The railroad
placedintoservice21 milesof fourthmain-
lineinthePowder River Basin(PRB)—the
world’ slongest stretch of quadruplemain-
line devoted exclusively to freight ser-
vice, BNSFbelieves.

On May 14, the Class | placed the track
into service under the “super highway”
concept, whichcallsfor completingmain-
linetrack first and adding universal cross-
overslatertomakethenew trackageavail-
able sooner.

This section of the PRB line— aportion
of which BNSF shareswith Union Pacific
— averagesfrom 132 trainsto 150 trains
daily during peak periods. Theaddition of
the fourth track will boost capacity to
about 200 trains per day, BNSF said.

From ProgressiveRailroading

Editor: The other advantage of the 4
tracks it allows BNSF to take a track

out of service for maintenance. Prior to
placing the third and now fourth
tracks in service it was almost
impossible to work on a track and
maintain traffic flow. Since coal trains
are sequenced to power plants any
interruption of service affects the
schedule of trains arriving at the
plants.

NS, Pan Am
Railwaysteam up to
create ‘Patriot
Corridor’

Norfolk Southern Railway and Pan Am
Railways are partnering to establish an
improved East Coast routeandformajoint
venturerailroad.

Y esterday, the two railroads announced
they agreedtocreatethe” Patriot Corridor,”
a route between Albany, N.Y., and the
greater Boston area that will offer im-
proved track quality and customer ser-
vice, higher trainspeedandreliability, and
increased capacity. NSand PAR eachwill
retainahalf interestinnewly formedrail-
road company “Pan Am Southern.”

PAR agreedtotransferits155-milemain-
line between Mechanicville, N.Y., and
Ayer, Mass,, to the joint venture, along
with 281 miles of secondary and branch
lines (including trackage rights) in
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New

Hampshire, New

Hamberger also called
for passageof the Short
Line Railroad Invest-
ment Act, which, he
said, “extends a tar-
geted tax credit for
smaller railroads that

(U.S.railroadsmovedatonof frei ght anaverageof 436 milesper gallonof fuel h
consumed in 2007, a3.1% improvement over 2006 and 85.5% better thanin
1980, according to the Association of American Railroads. Noting that
railroads are “three or four times more fuel efficient than trucks,” AAR
President and CEO Edward R. Hamberger pointsout that “if just 10% of the
freight currently moving by truck went instead by rail, the nation could save
Lone billion gallons of fuel per year.”

York, and Vermont.
PAR's Springfield
Terminal Railway
subsidiary will pro-
vide all rail services
for thejoint venture.

) NSwill providecash

expired at the end of
last year.”

Congress should aso help foster public/
private partnerships in which the public
pays for the benefitsit receives and rail-
roads pay for the benefits they receive,
Hamberger said.“ TheChicago CREATE

and transfer to the
joint venture other
property valuedat $140million, $87.5mil-
lion of which is expected to be spent the
next three years to improve the Patriot
Corridor, such as terminal expansions,
and track and signal upgrades. NS and
PAR—whichwill seek SurfaceTranspor-



tation Board approval for their transac-
tion — also plan to build intermodal and
automotiveterminalsintheAlbany,N.Y .,
area.

"ThePatriot Corridor createsanew level
of rail competition in upstate New Y ork
and New England by improving train
speed, reliability, and capacity, aswell as
strengthening connections between the
region’ sshort lineand regional railroads
andNorfolk Southern’ s22-statenetwork,”
said NS Chairman, President and Chief
ExecutiveOfficer Wick Moormaninapre-
pared statement.

The Northeast’s largest regional, PAR
(formerly Guilford Rail System) operates
2,000track milesinMaine, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, Vermont, Connecticut,
New Y ork and Atlantic Canada.

SincetheConrail integrationin 1999, PAR
hasbeenworkingwithNSto*“ bring addi-
tional high-quality rail transportation op-
tionsto our New England customer base
[and] thisjoint ventureistheculmination
of those efforts,” said PAR President
DavidFink. “Withenergy pricescontinu-
ingtorise, thePatriot Corridor will giveour
customers additional capacity and speed
to get their products to market.”

Via Railway Age

Four Class|’'searn
double-digit ROIs

Four Classl railroadsposted double-digit
returns on investment in the 12 months
ended March 31. The seven Class | rail-
roadsasagroup had an ROI of 9.76%in
thelatest 12-month period, based ontotal
operating revenueof $56.5billionand net
railway operatingincomeof $7.05billion.
For the 12 monthsended March 31, 2006,
the Class I's earned 10.15%, with rev-
enues of $50.3 hillion and operating in-
comeof $7.45hillion.

Soo Lineledthelatest list withareturn of
15.8%. Norfolk Southernearned 13.16%;
BNSF, 10.07%; CN/Grand Trunk, 10.04%;
UnionPacific, 8.83%; KansasCity South-
ern, 7.81%; and CSX Transportation,
7.61%.

Rateof returnisimportanttorailroadsnot
only asan indicator of earning power but
also as a measure of revenue adequacy,
which is based on the prevailing cost of
capita. TheSurface TransportationBoard
considers revenue adeguacy in the han-
dling of suchissuesasrate challengesby
shippersand line abandonment requests.

Inadecisionannounced Jan. 16, the STB
implemented a methodological change,
usingtheCapital Asset PricingModel, for
calculating the cost of equity, akey com-
ponent of the cost of capital. Under the
new formula, STB determined that the
railroads cost of capital in2006was9.94%.

| llinois congr essman
proposes bill to
block CN'SEJ& E
deal

Canadian National Railway Co.’splanto
acquiretheElgin, Joliet & EasternRailway
Co.’s(EJ& E) principal linesintheChicago
region has garnered a lot of opposition
fromcommunitiesandpoliticiansinlllinois
the past few months. Now, one state poli-
tician has taken his concerns one step
further by proposinglegidationthat would
block CN’ sattempt to gainaccesstoakey
part of the lines by designating a portion
for commuter rail.

Rep. Peter Roskam (R-111.) recently an-
nounced plansto introduce the Reaching
fortheSTARAct, whichwoulddirectthe
U.S. Department of Transportation
(USDQOT) todesignatea36-milestretch of
EJ& Eright-of-way asa“ Corridor for Inter-
Suburban Commuter Rail” for Metra's
Suburban Transit AccessRoute, or STAR
commuter-rail line. The USDOT would
provide technical assistance to expedite
thecompl etion of aninter-suburban com-
muter-rail project and prohibit increased
usageof thecorridor except for commuter
rail.

The55-mileSTARLinewouldlink nearly
100 communities from Joliet to O'Hare
International Airport and connecttoarail
system along Interstate 90.
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"Withrising gasprices... many suburban-
itesin the surrounding communities des-
perately need accesstomoreefficientand
cost-effective transportation options,”
said Roskam in a prepared statement.
“What they don’ t needisincreasedfreight
rolling through their backyards.”

CN is seeking Surface Transportation
Boardapproval toacquireamajor portion
of the 198-mile EJ& E, which operates a
mainlinethat encircles Chicago and runs
through Waukegan, Joliet and South
Chicago, Ill., and Gary, Ind. The Class |
plansto namethe operationsthe EJ& EW
West Co.

Progressive Railroading 7-2-08

Editor Comments: We do not need the
government deciding where private en-
terprise can and cannot attempt to pur-
chase a railroad or any other business.
Even one of the candidates for President
has come out against theacquisition and
thatis, inmy opinion, strictly for votes. It
should not be an issue in the campaign,
but then that individual is a politician
like all the others. There arethe proper
directionsin place for the acquisition to
take its course through the STB and for
that group to decide if it is in the best
interest of the public or not. No one
objected when the UP started running
trains over the J. The CN should have
probably worked out the partnership
with the EJ& E like NSdid with the KCS,
have that railroad upgrade the corridor
and CN put in the dollars to help.

| ndiana Rail Road

to lease coal cars,

locomotivesfrom
CIT Rail

The Indiana Rail Road Co. (INRD) re-
cently signed long-term leases with CIT
Rail for 157 new coal carsandsix locomo-
tives.

Therailroadwill leaseAuto-FoodI 1 rapid-
dischargecars, whichwerebuiltin2006 by
FreightCar Americalnc., primarily toserve
anIndianapolisPower & Light (IPL) gen-



erating station. The new aluminum cars
will augment afl eet of ol der steel hoppers
owned by IPL and enable INRD to in-
creasetrain length to 100 cars.

The Auto-Flood Ills feature pneumati-
cally operated discharge gates that open
simultaneously to ease unloading and
rotary dump capabilities.

INRD alsowill leasesix SDOOMACloco-
motives for heavy-haul service. Built by
General Motors Corp.’s former Electro-
Motive Division, the locomotives previ-
ously wereinserviceinCanada. Theunits
feature V-16, 4,300-horsepower diesel
enginesand— unlikeINRD’ sother loco-
motives— utilize AC current for traction.

Thelocomotiveswill enableINRD tore-
place older power at atwo-to-threeratio
and reduceitsoverall fleet.

Inaddition, theregional announced plans
to preserve two of its earliest motive-
power unitsin heritagepaint. Anex-Santa
Fe CF7 and former CSX Transportation
GP16 are in shops operated by National
Railway Equipment Co.andVMYV forme-
chanical overhauls and to receive anew
paint designthat “ evokesthefirst scheme
wornby IndianaRail Roadlocomotives,”
INRD said. Therailroadwill dightly modify
a1987-paintdesign.

INRD operatesa500-milerouteinIndiana
and lllinois, and maintains terminals in
Chicago; Indianapolis and Terre Haute,
Ind.; and Louisville, Ky.

Via Progressive Railroading

Colorado through-
freight plan on track

TheColorado Department of Transporta-
tion is laying the groundwork to move
through-freight rail traffic fromthe Front
Range to the Eastern Plains, a proposal
that could change the way trains move
through the heart of Castle Rock, Colo.,
local newspapers report.

TheRail Relocationfor Colorado’ sCom-
munities, dubbed R2C2, is ajoint study
between CDOT, BNSF, UnionPacificand

the Regional Transportation District to
examine a public-private partnership to
movethrough-freight rail traffic fromits
existinglocationaongtheFront Rangeto
theeasternplains. If approved, therel oca-
tion will move freight traffic from
Colorado’ sFront Rangerail linesto new
lines proposed to be built east of Inter-
state 70, wherethe sparse popul ation will
be less impacted by the slow-moving
trains, said Randy Grauberger, project
manager with consultant group Parsons
Brinckerhoff.

The purpose of the relocation isto open
uptheFront Rangerail linesto commuter
rail, withthepotential tobring high-speed
rail from Pueblo to Denver, said Doug
L ehnen, town council, District 6. Lehnen
is the elected vice chair for the Rocky
Mountain Rail Authority, whichin April
launched itsown $1.2-million feasibility
study to determine cost and implementa-
tionof thefutureproposed commuter rail.

The partnership is justified by the ben-
efitsto the public, which include an eco-
nomic boost for the eastern plains - in-
cluding the town of Limon, and areasin
Morgan County. Other benefitsareade-
creaseintrafficcongestionat existingrail
crossings, adecreaseinair quality issues
created by idling vehiclesand apossible
commuter service from Fort Collins to
Pueblo, Grauberger said.

Therelocationwill affect through-freight
traffic only, not those trains with a desti-
nation along the Front Range, he said.

Via Railway Age 6-08

NS launches Uni-
L evel network with
TTX-suppliedcars

Last week (May 12th), Norfolk Southern
placedin servicethefirst batch of 55 Uni-
Level rail carssupplied by TTX Co. The
Class | loaded the first 13 cars received
from TTX, launching its Uni-Level ve-
hicle-carrying service network. The en-
closed Uni-Level cars can accommodate
largemotorizedvehicles,including Class
5-8 trucks and recreational vehicles, and
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are designed to prevent vehicle damage
during transport. Prototypes of the car
have been tested successfully during the
past threeyears, TTX said. NS' automo-
tivegroupand Modal gisticsSupply Chain
Serviceswill provide dock-to-dock ship-
ment management servicesto Uni-Level
network users. Thenetwork initially will
focuson NS’ local lanes, but later will be
expanded to the West Coast, and into
Mexico and Canada

Via Progressive Railroading

Patriot Corridor
ruling due Oct. 20

The Surface Transportation board said
Thursday that it expectstodeliver aruling
by Oct. 20, tobecomeeffectiveNov. 4, 0n
the application by Norfolk Southern and
Pan Am Railways to create and jointly
own anew rail carrier, Pan Am Southern
LLC, to serve aroute called the Patriot
Corridor,includingAlbany,N.Y .,andthe
greater Boston, Mass., area. The
Springfield Terminal would operate and
establish rates for the PASlines.

STB said it had decided to accept the
application as a“minor transaction” re-
quiring no formal environmental review.
Key datesin the procedural schedulefor
consideration of the application are: July
7 (for comments on whether an environ-
mental reviewsiswarranted); July 11 (no-
tices of intent to participate); Aug. 11
(comments on the primary application);
and Sept. 5 (responses to comments).

Asdescribed earlier by Norfolk Southern,
Pan Am Railway would transfer to the
joint venture its 155-mile main track be-
tween Albany and Ayer, Mass, along
with 281 miles of secondary and branch
lines, including trackage rights, in
Connecticut, M assachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, New Y ork, andVVermont. For itspart,
NS will provide cash and other property
valued at $140 million, of which $87.5
millionwill beinvested over athree-year
periodincapital improvementstothe Pa-
triot Corridor.



