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ComingEvents

January 20, 2008

Danvillg I L -Chapter monthly meetingat
Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant, Williamsand
Gilbert Street, lunch at 1:00, meeting
and programtofollow.

January 26 & 27, 2008

Cisco, IL - Annual train show on North
Eldon Street,10-4 each day

February 17, 2008

East Peoria, IL Illinois Valley RR club
trainsshow at I1linoisCentral College, Rt.
116& 24,10-3

February 23 & 24, 2008

Hoopeston, IL - Annual train show at
Hoopeston Civic Center inthepark, 10-4
each day.

March 9, 2008

Danville,IL -regular monthly meetingis
moved up oneweek becauseof theUrbana
show - makeanotenow.

April 6, 2008

Springfield, IL - Springfield MOdle RR
Clubtrainfair, Orr Building, lllincisState
Fairgrounds10-4
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Dues ar e due now

For thoseof you that aremember sof
theNRHSyour renewal statement
hasbeen sent by thenational toyour
home.IfrenewingtheNRHS, consid-
eringtheincrease, pleasesend your
check to Allen Cooke, Treasurer,
PO Box 1013, Danville, IL 61834.
Allen will processtherenewal and
forwardtotheNRHS.1fyou havenot
paid yet you will receive a second
noticeafter thefirst of theyear . For
museummember stheannual renewal
isstill only $17 per year. Weappre-
ciatethe donationsthat have been
madethisyear . Thesedonationshelp
offset the cost of running the mu-
seum at Rossville.
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Next M eeting

Thenext meeting will be held Sunday,
January 20, 2008 at Jocko'sDepot Res-
taurant, Williams and Gilbert Street,
beginningat 1:00PM.

The new extension of the CSX #2 track
northfromLiberty Laneiscompleteandin
service. Doug reports that they have met
trains on the new segment using the new
universal crossoversat RA whenatrainis
parked on #2 between Voorhees Street
and Liberty Lane. Thisextensionisarea
benefit to the railroad by alowing the
dispatcher tomovetrainsfarther southfor
a meet instead of waiting at Rossville.
Whentheweather isbetter hopefully one
of you can get some shots on the new
track andwewill runtheminthenewslet-
ter.

Y ouwill notethat theannual train show
will behedinUrbanaMarch 15& 16this
year. The Champaign group that hosts
the show was told late last year that the
south leg of the mall would not be avail-
able and there was question if they could
hold the show at all. The show will goon
but the "high court" part of the mall will
not beavailable. Thereforethenorth, west
and east halls along with the new hall
towardHealth Alliancewill beused aswill
all storesthat areempty. Therewill prob-
ably befewer layoutsor at least they will
besmaller. Noticestodeal erswent out | ast
week and they pay for the show. The
model contest will not be held this year.
Last year therewerefewer entriesandthe
decision was made to drop this Sunday
event altogether.

At the next meeting there will be a brief
discussion about the show along with a
springtrip. Theprogram at thenext meset-
ingwill bepresented by Dick Brazdaon
South Africanrailroadsinthelate1970's.
You don't want tomissthisoneas| am
sureyou will seesteam.
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i Model Operating )
Sessions

Rossville

Once again we are setting up operat-
ing sessionson Saturdaysat Rossville.
For 2008 the sessionson the Chicago,
Illinoisand Eastern Railroad will be:

February 2,2008
March1,2008
April 5,2008

All sessionsstart around 1:00 PM and
lastuntil 3:30PM.

Danville and Western
Railroad, 1819
Coventry Dr,
Champaign
January 26, 2008
February 16, 2008
March 29,2008
April 19,2008
All D&W sessions begin at 1:00 PM
and arefor operatorsthat are 14 years
of age an older. A new dispatchers
board will bein place thisyear so an

additional person is needed and ra-
dioswill be used.
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31st Annual Urbana
Train Show

March 15 & 16,
2008

Lincoln Square
Village - Urbana, IL

Duetowork that will begoingonthisyear
at themall thelarge south areawill not be
availablefor layouts. Thusthere may be
lesslayoutsor they will besmallerinsize
to allow for dealers, which pay for the
show.




The President’s
Corner

Inthiscolumn | hopeyou'’ll by now seea
pattern. Rather thanthe" hardfacts’ news
that pretty much makes up therest of the
newsletter, my objectiveistoofferadiffer-
ent perspective, perhaps a human-inter-
est story or an observation of my ownthat
is quite subjective.

Thismonth!’ dliketotalk about winter and
therailroads. No other season in thispart
of the country has quite the impact that
winter does. Snow getsinto switch points
andwon'tlet them throw. Cold air makes
brakelinesfreeze, railsbreak andin gen-
eral makes it hard for any employee to
work outside. Winter simply putsahard-
ship on everyone.

However, it always impressed me how
hardy and tough someof therailroad men
wereback inthelate 70" sthroughtheearly
90's when | was hanging out at North
Y ard. They would comeinto the officeto
warm up after sweeping a switch, or the
yard crew would take“beans” after mak-
ingthetrek upfromBrewer. Inthosedays,
it was common for a section man to ride
with the switch crews to clean switches
on-demand.

One of my favorite shots in the dslide
collection | have is the one (hopefully
included on this page) of the caboose of
theWatsekaswitcher (now knownasJ714
or thenorth local) passing North Yard in
asnowstorm and the conductor snagging
his orders from the hoop. It really gives
you the feel of what iswas, and to some
degreestillis, liketowork ontherailroad
inwinter.

In those days, North Yard was a great
place to spend those short days of the
winter season. You could step outside
briefly to grab ashot likethis, or perhaps
of anN& W traingoing over thediamonds
with snow swirling in hiswake, then run
back insidetothewarmth of theoffice. Hot
chocolatewasawaysavailablethanksto
Bob Barker, and the camaraderie shared
with the section men and switch crews
and operators that shared this space was
in retrospect somewhat warming to the
heart.
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On January 27,1979 the Watseka Switcher heads north at North Y ard in Danville.

Therear brakeman is probably the one grabbing the orders while the conductor

lookson. Photo by Doug Nipper

Nowadays, the section men follow the
remote jobsaround in their trucks. | sup-
posesafety regulationsprohibitthemfrom
riding engines under remote control. |
don’tevenknow if thecrewshaveheat on
their “shoving platform”, a.k.a. caboose,
but surely they can still climb on the
engineto get somewarmth whilewaiting
onasigna or whatever.

Sohere’ stothemenandwomenwhohave
always been there to keep the trains run-
ning in the adverse conditions of winter.
Itwasapleasuretowatchyouat work, and
listen to your stories of past winters.
Humanbeingsareoftenat their best when
facing a challenge, and winter certainly
challenges people who work for therail-
road.

Doug

STB setshearings
for CN/EJ& E
Acquisition

The Surface Transportation Board has
announced the public hearing schedule
for the Environmental Impact Study of
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CN’s proposed acquisition of the Elgin,
Joliet & Eastern Railway. CN anticipates
using the EJ& E to bypass Chicago rail
trafficcongestion. Residentsintheregion
have expressed concerns over increased
freight volumes.

All hearingswill occur from 1:00 p.m. to
4:00p.m.andfrom6:00p.m.t08:00p.m. at
the following dates and placesin Illinois
and Indiana.

Jan.8-Mund€elein, lll., CrownePlazaHotel
North

Jan. 9- Barrington, I11., Makray Memoria
Golf Club

Jan. 10- Joliet, I11., Jacob Henry Mansion
Jan. 15- Matteson, I1I., Holiday InnHotel

Jan. 16 - Gary, Ind., Genesis Convention
Center

Jan. 17 - West Chicago, Ill., St. Andrews
Golf Club

Jan. 22 - Chicago, CrownePlazaChicago-
Metro



CN buyingrail link
to Alberta oil sands

CN announcedthat it will acquirethe202-
mileAthabascaNorthern Railway (ANY)
for C$25 million and will invest an addi-
tional CS1135millioninupgradingtheline
“to preserve acritical rail link to the ail
sands region of Northern Alberta.” CN
said its plan is premised on long-term
trafficvolumeguaranteesthat it hasnego-
tiated withthreeshippers: Succor Energy,
Inc.; OPTI Canada, Inc.; andNEXEN Inc.

CN Presidentand CEOE. Hunter Harrison
said the plan “will alow the parties to
maintainimportantrail servicetoLynton,
Alta.,apoint near fort McMurray, homeof
existing and future oil sand sands devel-
opment.”

Harrison added: “While ANY’s current
trafficvolumesaretoolowtokeepitgoing
as a stand-alone operation, we and our
shipper partnerssee ANY playing acriti-
cal rolein one of theworld' slargest con-
struction projects-the oil sands reserves
in Northern Alberta are second only to
Saudi Arabid's, and industry is expected
toinvest $100billionover thenext decade
in oil sands development, construction,
and infrastructure upgrading.”

ANY connectswithCN at Boyle, Alberta,
101 milesnorth of Edmonton. CN saidits
plans for the line “will preserve market
accessto existing and potential receivers
alongtherail corridor—today sulphur and
petroleum coke move southbound, and
increased volumes of these commodities
are expected to move over the line in
future. CN’slinerehabilitation program,
including upgraded rail, ties, bridgesand
new ballast, will allow greater volumesof
northbound shipments of construction
materials and machinery to support oil
sands development.”

Without the commitment by CN, Succor,
OPTI Canada, and NEXEN, therail line
faced abandonment this month, said the
railroad.

TheANY acquisitionisCN'’ sthird short-
linetransactioninnorthern Albertaintwo
years. In January 1006, CN acquired the

Mackenzie Northern Railway and L ake-
land & WaterwaysRailway for C$26 mil-
lion, and in December 2006 CN acquired
theSavageAlbertaRailway for C$25mil-
lion.

Railroads still move
near record tonnage

The Association of American Railroads
reported that U.S. railroads originated
16,952,288 carloads in 2007, the second
highest annual total ever, with2006 being
first, Logistics Management reported.
AAR Director of Editorial ServicesTom
White said these 2007 volumes reflect a
decline in the housing and automotive
sectors, which began late in 2006 and
continued throughout 2007.

"Thekey towhat happenedin 2007 isthe
housing industry and the construction
industry being negativethisyear, and the
automotiveindustry doingpoorly again,”
said White. “Those are very important
partsof our traffic base, and if you takea
look at the numbers that is a very high
percentage of the reason why our total
volume was down.”

Roanoke Region
|ntermodal Facility

Update

TheVirginiaDepartment of Rail and Pub-
lic Transportation (DRPT) today an-
nounced the release of the Economic
Assessment Report on the Roanoke Re-
gionIntermodal Facility. Thereport con-
cludesthat theintermodal facility, aspart
of theHeartland Corridor initiative, could
providesignificant economicbenefitsfor
theRoanokeregion, includinganincrease
inannual employment of upto2,900jobs
and tax revenues of up to $71 million
annually. Additional publicbenefitsiden-
tified in the report include 189 million
galons of fuel saved, 1.9 million trucks
removedfromVirginiahighwaysandover
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700,000tonsof carbondioxideemissions
avoidedinthefirst 15 yearsof operation.
Therateof returnontheCommonwealth’s
investment in the Heartland Corridor
project and thisfacility would be over 20
percent and the project would pay for
itself withinfiveyears.

“This assessment confirmsthe project’s
meritsand thevision of local elected offi-
cials who have supported the project as
part of theHeartland Corridor initiative,”
saildMatthew O. Tucker, Director of DRPT.
“TheRoanokeRegion|ntermodal Facility
has the potential to deliver seven dollars
for every statedollar invested.” The ben-
efits of such afacility arelargely depen-
dent upon successful integration into the
community. A significant stepremaining
before the project can advance into con-
structionisthe selection of aproject site,
and DRPT isnearingthecompletionof its
site evaluation process. The Economic
Assessment Report of the Roanoke Re-
gion Intermodal Facility is available on
DRPT's Web site at
www.drpt.virginia.gov/special/

roanoke.aspx.

About the Roanoke Region Intermodal
Facility TheRoanoke Region | ntermodal
Facility ispart of themulti-stateHeartland
Corridor freight rail initiative, whichwill
increasecapacity andreducefreight ship-
ping time between Hampton Roads, Va.
and Chicagoby upto1.5days. Intermodal
facilitiesserveasatransfer pointfor freight
shipping betweentrucksandrail. Just one
intermodal trainhastheequivalent carry-
ing capacity of 2001ong haul trucks, pro-
viding acompetitive shipping option and
reducing the number of trucks on high-
ways.

Via RailPace

Got some news? Send me
a note as| am running
out of steam!

Editor



Freight Car Facility
to Close

FreightCar America, Inc. today (12/19)
saiditwill closeitsJohnstown, Pa., manu-
facturingfacility, affecting about 390 em-
ployees. The company previously had
warned it might beforced to do so, citing
outdated and costly infrastructure in-
volved.

" Although we entered into decisional
bargaining with the union representing
our Johnstown employees regarding la-
bor costs at the Johnstown facility, we
and the union did not reach an agreement
that would haveallowed usto continueto
operatethefacility inacost-effectiveway,”
said ChrisRagot, presidentand CEO. “We
will continueto focus on strategic initia-
tivesand cost control to remain competi-
tivedespiteachallengingrailcar market.”

Withthe closing, the company expectsto
record apre-tax restructuringandimpair-
ment chargefor thefourth quarter of 2007
of approximately $34.3million. FreightCar
Americaexpectsitsmanufacturingfacili-
tiesat Danville, I11., and Roanoke, Va,, to
addressitsrequirementsinthefuture. The
company’s Johnstown, Pa., administra-
tiveofficesalsowill remain open.

Via Railway Age Internet

Rail News

Union Pacific gave out free Starbucks
coffeeand sconesat two Denver, COlight
rail stationsthat temporarily lost service
the previous week when a UP coal train
derailed on an adjacent track. The de-
railed train spilled coal and derailed cars
onto thelight rail line, which in turn was
runintoby alightrail train, whichderailed
but without injuriesto any passengers. A
UP spokesman said that the railroad or-
dered enough Starbucks coffee and an
equal number of scones, orangejuice, and
candy canes. “It’s something we
wanted to do to say ‘thank you' for the
commuters' being understanding,” said
the spokesman.

Congress passed a transportation spend-
inghill for Fisca Y ear 2008, which President
Bush said that he would sign (and did, a
few dayslater.) Thebill provides$1.325
billioninFY 2008fundingfor Amtrak,a2.4
percent increase over the previous year.
Thebill also repealsalong-standing ban
onsubway tunneling under WilshireBou-
levardinLosAngeles, CA that waspassed
in 1986 following afatal methanegasex-
plosion there. The following day, Los
Angelesofficialsheld anews conference
hailing therepeal and calling for the start
of planning and funding for a new $5
billionsubway linerunning approximately
12 milesfrom Wilshireand Western Av-
enue to Santa Monica and the Pacific
Ocean.

MARION, Ill. - The Delta Regional
Authority granted the Crab Orchard &
Egyptian Railroad

The 6234 retains its as-built high-hood
SD9 appearance with only a few minor
external changes: the MARS light hous-
ing on the front of the locomotive was
removed |eavingonly thelower headlight,
the front and rear pilot foot boards were
removed, ditch-lights were added to the
front and rear walkway decks, and the
front and rear steps were changed from
four to five steps.

The6234receiveditsfirst coat of Cascade
green paint in 1971. It was retired and
donated in 2003. The museum chose to
restore thelocomotiveto the BN scheme
since that was more relevant to the time
the locomotive spent in Minnesota. No.
6234 isthesecondformer BN diesel loco-
motive preserved and repainted in the
Cascade Greenscheme-theotherisU30C
No.5383atthelllincisRailway Museumin
Union, Ill.

$154,580tofix itstrack,
according to a story in
The Southern newspa
per. The money will go
toimprovetrack around
several industries, in-
cluding Natural Enrich- \_

It is not a question of bei ng\
sorry for therailroads. Itisa
matter of making surethat we
will continue to have themto
serve us. Passaic, NJHera d-
News

Class | railroads em-
ployed 165,803workers
inmid-November 2007,
1.65% below the No-
vember 2006 level buta
gainof 0.3%over Octo-

J

ment Industries in

Marion and East Side Lumber in Herrin.
CO& Eoperates13milesof track that serve
several customers and connect to Union
PacificandBNSFRailway lines. TheDéelta
Regional Authority issues grants to im-
prove quality of lifein Alabama, Arkan-
sas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri,
Tennessee, and Illinois.

ST.PAUL,Minn.- TheMinnesotaTrans-
portation Museum has restored former
Burlington Northern SD9 No. 6234 toits
Cascade Green paint scheme. The unit
emerged fromtheWisconsin & Southern
Railroad paint shop at Horicon, Wis. on
Dec. 7. The interior of the cab was also
repainted.

BN 6234 washuiltby EMDinApril 1959for
Burlington Routesubsidiary Colorado &
Southern as C& S 839. It was among the
first group of new Burlingtonlocomotives
tobepaintedinthe” Chinese” red scheme,
and was among the last SD9s produced
before EMD started SD18 production. A
total of 471 SD9swereproduced by EMD
between January 1954 and June 1959.

ber 2007. The biggest
numerical decline dur-
ingthe 12-month periodwasamongtrans-
portation (train and engine) employees,
whosenumbersdwindled 3.91%t069,147,
reflectingadeclineof around 3%intraffic.
The biggest percentage decline was
among transportation (other than train
and engine) workers, where empl oyment
wasoff 5.31%t06,871. Thereweremodest
increases, dl of lessthan 1%, intheexecu-
tive, professional, and maintenance cat-
egories.




BNSF in'07: new

CSX to pay penalties

CSX Transportation haspaidthepricefor
violating more than 100 federal safety
regulations— to the tune of $349,265in
civil penalties. But the Class | will pay a
stiffer price, both monetarily and opera-
tionaly, if it doesn’t make a long-term
commitment to instilling asafety culture
and boosting safety performance, said
Federal Railroad Administrator Joseph
Boardmaninastatement released yester-
day.

"CSX has made significant stridesin the
shorttermtolay newrail, increaseitsown
inspections of track and equipment, and
install tracksi dedetection systemsinmore
locations to identify potential problems
early,” hesaid. " But CSX cannot makethis
aone-timefix. The FRA expects CSX to
makeasustai ned commitment to continu-
ously improve safety for the benefit of its
customers, its staff and the public.”

In January 2007, the FRA conducted
“safety oversight” inspections across
CSXT’ snetwork after theClass| suffered
a series of serious train accidents and
incidents between November 2006 and
January 2007. Inspectorsidentified about
200 safety regulation violations. The
FRA’sOfficeof Chief Counsel determined
166 of theviolationswere“legally suffi-
cient” for assessing civil pendlties. To
date, 141 of the violations have been re-
solved by the FRA and CSXT. The FRA
agreedto collect atotal of $349,265from
CSXT to close out civil penalty cases
surrounding the 141 violations. The ad-
ministration expects to address the re-
maining 25 violationsat an annual settle-
ment conference to be held with CSXT
later thisyear.

Therailroadisheedingthe FRA’ scall for
arenewedfocusonsafety, CSXT officials
said in a prepared statement. " CSXT is
committed to continuing itsstrong saf ety
improvementsthrough prudent, long-term
investments in infrastructure and tech-
nology, as well as through diligent in-
spections and training,” they said.

Via Progressive Railroading

coal loading record,
another ‘perfect’
peak season for UPS

Last year, BNSF Railway Co. set a coal
loading record and logged another holi-
day season without a service hitch for
United Parcel Service.

The Class | loaded 291.1 million tons of
coal system-wide, up 1.4 percent fromthe
previousrecord of 287 milliontonssetin
2006. Coal carloadingstotaledarecord 2.5
million units, a0.5 percent increase com-
pared withtheprevioushigh-water mark,
which also was established in 2006.

InthePowder River Basin, whichincludes
Wyomingand Montanamines, daily coal
trainloadingsaveraged 50.2, up 1 percent
year over year.

" Credit this achievement to cooperation
among BNSF, the mines and our utility
customerstomaintainvelocity of thecoal
train network despite some challenges
from flooding and winter weather,” said
Steve Bobb, BNSF group vice president-
cod, in a prepared statement. “BNSF's
investment in capacity expansion during
2007 aso helped us set thisrecord.”

Meanwhile, the Class| completed a“ per-
fect” peak shipping season for UPS,
BNSF slargestintermodal customer. Be-
tween Thanksgiving and Christmas, the
railroad handled more than 34,000 UPS
trailers, delivering the freight to sorting
facilities on time and damage-free. The
railroad now has logged perfect seasons
eight times since 1995 (including 1997,
1998, 1999, 2002, 2003and 2004).

BNSF achieved perfection despite three
washouts and more than 40 mud slides
along 30 miles of track between Everett
and Seattle, Wash., that were caused by
storms dumping more than 11 inches of
rain, andicestormsthat downedtreesand
cut off power intheOttumwaSubdivision.

A look back

Itishardto believe that 40 years ago we
formed the Danville Junction Chapter,
NRHS. Alsohardtobelievemy son will be
39 and | am past 65, but that is another
story. A lot hashappened sinceweformed
the group and thank goodness, some of
us that were the first members are still
around. A lot of outstanding members
havepassedonandour plagueat Rossville
isadedicationtothosemembersthat were
apart of our history preservation.

Thischapter was started from the Family
Model Railroad Club. Weusedtomeetin
members homes and then we met at the
C& El stationfor afew yearsalongwiththe
Palmer Bank, Cooke Business Products
and the Danville Fire Station on north
GriffinStreettonameafew (1 amsurel left
some out). We had themuseum and train
layouts, bothO ScaleandHO, inCatlinfor
a few years above Mary's Tap. Upon
being forced to move we lucked out and
got to move into the Rossville station at
thesametime. At that timethe L& N was
the owner of the line and most helpful in
letting usrent thebuilding. A lot of mem-
bers did a lot of hard work to get the
buildingready for useandif weweretodo
the same today | am not sure we could
accomplishit.

Weacquired historicrecordsof the C& El
from the Missouri Pecific and had it not
beenfor Bob Block they would havebeen
destroyed. Most of them are now pre-
servedattheV ermilion County Museum.
Therearestill someat Rossvillethat prob-
ably should be moved and we need to
spend time this spring deciding what
should go.

Theearly Flyer wasaonepagenewsd etter.
L ater weused mimeographandat onetime
owned the machine. Doug N.and | don't
want to talk about that era, but it wasthe
only way to publish at that time. Thank
goodness computers, word processors
and the Internet came along - how much
easier itistoday to turnout agreat publi-
cation. Hopefully during the year we can
bringyou somepagesfromtheearly news-
lettersand bring back some history of the
chapter.



