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ComingEvents

February 21, 2010

Danville, IL - Monthly meetingat Jocko's
PizzaDepot, Williamsand Gilbert Street,
starting at 1:00 PM.

Feb 20-21, 2010

Hoopeston - 4th Annual Model Train
Show 2010. Hoopeston JC's, McFerren
Park CivicCenter onRoutel. Sat 10-4; Sun
10-3.

Feb 20-2, 2010

Mattoon - Twelfth Annual Cross County
Model Railroad Days. Cross County
Mall, Exit 190, 1-57, 3.4 milewest of Route
16. Sat 10-9; Sun12-5.

Feb 2, 2010

East Peoria- 1llinoisValley and River City
Railroad Clubs PeoriaTrainFair.1llinois
Central College, Rts116 & 24.10-3.

April 10 & 11, 2010

Urbana, IL - Annual Train Show and Swap
Meet, Lincoln Square Village in down-
townUrbanal0-6, 11-4, Free

April 17, 2010

Watseka, IL - Chicagoand Easternlllinois
Railroad Historical Society meeting,
Watseka Depot 10 AM to 10 PM, tables,
tour, dinner and speaker Mark Vaughn
talking about the C& El piggyback ser-
vice.
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Next M eeting

Our next meetingwill beheld Sunday,
February21at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant,
Williamsand Gilbert Street, beginning
at1:00PM.

It looks like everyone is getting "cabin
fever", or maybe "caboose fever" for us
railroaders, and ready for spring. Wehad
a big crowd at the February session at
Rossvilleinspiteof what theweather tried
tothrow at us. Havingonly 3-4inchesthis
timeismuch better than they got out east.
Thethreeof usthat set upthesessionsare
gladtoseeyouenjoy runningtherailroad.
Speakingfor myself (your editor) | wantto
thank Doug and Bob for all thework they
do for getting engines running and the
"bugs" on the layout fixed for each ses-
sion (and sometimes during the session
ashappenedthistime). Also, Bobcameup
with theidea of adding the duct work for
the furnace and this distributes the heat
much better and we also notice the ses-
sionis much quieter.

Remember that 2010 duesstatementshave
been sent out and 2010 dues should bein
by the end of March to keep you on the
roster, check thenoteat thebottom of this
page. Wewant tol et thoseknow that have
donated that the society appreciates the
donation in these tough economic times.
Please return to Allen Cooke as soon as
possible. Welook forward to having you
asamember for another year.

Y ouwill noteseveral train showsupcom-
inginthearea in February. Thisyear we
have moved the Urbana Train Show to
April 10& 11. Thisisaresult of schedule
issuesfor dedlers, the Mall and members
of the sponsor group. Hopefully with the
warmer weather we still will haveagood
turnout. Onceagain thisyear the Chapter
will haveacoupleof tablesfor sellingthe
few items we have plus the popcorn, a
good money maker. Comehel pand enjoy
the show. Bab usually loads up the stuff
tobring but withthe show being later this
year he, and Mark, may beinthefieldsso
we will need additional help to load and
haul the material to and fromthemall.

Wewelcome new member Tom Fuller of
Ogden to the society.

Rossville
Operating
Sessions

TheCl & ERRwill operateonthefirst
Saturday of each month, unlessthere
is a noted change below beginning
around1:00PM. Pleasearriveby 12:30
PM so we can get started on time.

Saturday, March 6,2010
Saturday, April 3,2010

Thefinal Spring 2010 sessionsonthe
Danvilleand Western are not set yet.
| have been contacting operatorsvia
Email of sessionsthat havebeenheld
so far. Dateswill not be published as
| have not been able to schedule in
advance, thususually | decideaweek
ortwobeforethesession.. If youhave
not been on my previous Email list
contact me to get on the natification
listatrickschrol@gmail.com.

. J

2010 DUES
ARE DUE
NOW

The last renewal date for
2010 dues is March 31,
2010. If you have not re-
newed by that dateyou will
have to rejoin as a new
member as this is the re-
quirements of the NRHS.
Thiswill put an additional
burden onour Chapter and
the NRHS so get your dues
to Allen Cooke as soon as
possible.




Danville Chapter,
NRHS

Minutes - 1/17/10

President Nipper opened the meeting at
1353,

The secretary*s report was approved as
printed for December. The Treasurer re-
ported that there was $1827.89 in the
checkingaccount and $3871.43intheCD.
In addition the 2009 annual financial re-
port was distributed. A deficit was in-
curred for theyear dueto the purchase of
theTV, printer andductworkinRossville.
The report was approved.

Old Business
None
New Business

TheUrbanarailroad show wasmentioned
asbeingonApril 10& 11. TheHoopeston
show isagain planned for February.

Larry Prosser’ spicturesarenow online.
They show the layout under construc-
tion.

Bill Wright underwent surgery the prior
week. Hewasdoing well.

Al McCoy mentioned his sister had in-
formed him of high school studentskilled
andinjuredinatrain-car accidentinHol-
land Ohio.

The Meeting was adjourned at 1412

A video was shown demonstrating how
CTCwasoperated and developed. Doug
Nipper providedit.

The President’s Cor ner
The End Of The “Traditional” Side Show?

One of the neatest things | remember seeing in high school over thirty years ago was
apresentation using slides. They had two projectors set up to fade the imagesin and
out by controlling the lamp voltages on each projector. While one projector wasdark,
it changedtothenext dide. Thenit wouldlight up and the other onewouldfadeto dark
and change its dlide.

Synchronizedto music, thismadefor avery neat presentation. Theimagesonthescreen
were nearly seamless. The technician in me was awestruck at the technical aspect of
doingthis, and how you hadto split your program betweentwo projectors. Asamember
of the Chapter then, | had seen many simple dlide showsand doneafew myself. | also
recalled my grandfather’ s slide shows and how he used to set up hisprojector and tell
the stories of family trips with those images, often to the chagrin of some family
members!

When photography wasfairly young and still used film-based cameras, many budding
cameramen found that slide film was cheaper to processthan print film. So for family
outingsaswell asrailroad hobby work, theonly way to sharethepicturesyoutook was
theslideshow. Whilefamiliesmight not have appreci ated gatheringsto view vacation
pictures, werail fansreveled in the slide shows that became a program staple at club
meetings around the country.

Fast forward to today. M ost photography isdigital, and whilethereis still processing
cost to produce prints, the cost otherwise is zero. Sharing images on the Internet is
getting easier every day. Our flat-screen TV combined withacomputer can show images
to agroup, just as the slide shows of old allowed.

Thereisalsonow softwarethat allowsyoutotakeyour still imagesand makethem come
tolife. Ken Burns, the noted documentary producer with titlesto hiscredit like“ The
Civil War” and“Baseball” , cameupwithtechniquesthat bear hisname. Panning across
adtill photograph, zooming into apart of it or zooming out fromaclose-inview areall
variations of the “Ken Burns Effects’. He would also add sound effects, such asthe
clanking of metal if hewasshowing ashot of ablacksmith shop. Heisagenius, nodoubt.

Whilethere are numerous programsthat can employ Ken Burnseffects, | havenot yet
found the perfect one for my use. Microsoft’s Power Point is good for business
presentations, but not so hot for what | amlookingto produce. My realmisfreesoftware,
but you can pay hundreds or even thousands for a good program that will put your
program on aDV D for anyoneto be ableto play.

Soisthetraditional slide show athing of the past?1t’ s probably very near to that point
intime. Get your slide collectionsdigitized and thenthe sky’ sthelimit asto what you
candowiththoseimages. Thesheer number of dlidesand photosthat most peoplehave
makesthisadaunting task, but hopefully therewill be (or are now) placesthat dothis
for aminimal cost to the consumer.

Topic two: Somewhat related to what | wrote above, we have set up anew facet of the
Chapter’ swebsitethat coversthehistory of theclubitself, in pictures. Thanksto some
slidesfromLarry Prosser that | scanned back in 1999, wehavesomeearly imagesof the
layout and motorcar operations. And al so somemembersthat aresince deceased. And
those of usthat are still around when we were much, much younger. To seethissite,
not yet linked to on the main site, enter this address directly in your web browser’s
address bar: http://www.danvillgjct.org/history

Doug



Air Bagfor Trains?

A Palo Alto, CA resident announced that
heisworking onanair bag for trainsthat
wouldprotectrailroadtrespassers. Steve
Raney, who works for Advanced Trans-
portation Systems Ltd., said that the air
bag would act as a cushion when it first
strikes the person, and then would form
intoafirmwedge, scooping uptheperson
asthetrain brakesto astop. Mr. Raney
saidthat heplanstoask the Transportation
Research Board for $450,000 in funding
for design devel opment andimplementa-
tion. (ffd: San JoseMercury News 12-09)

Editor: Who wants to volunteer to be
thefirst to try thisout? Onlyin
California would you get someone
thinking in this direction.

NS Deliver s Wabash
Business car#6 to
MRM

On December 6 the Monticello Railway
Museum took delivery of Wabash busi-
ness car #6. Loaded on a flatcar, along
withthe6-wheel trucksonanother car, the
1911 built car arrived from storagein the
Chicago area. Private individuals had
ownedit after it wasput up for saleby the
N&W inthe1960's.

Member Doug Butzow shot these photos
of the car as it was being moved to the
museum site by no other
than a Wabash F unit.
All they needed was a
Wabash caboose behind
thetrain. Dougsaid, “ By
the time we really got
started it started to rain
and turned into amiser-
ableday |ongbefore8:00
PM when the flat cars
had been returned to the
NSinterchange. One of
those days that would
break a person of the
notionthat railroadingis

only fun.”

ThecarwaspaintedinDM& IR colorsare
fromthepreviousprivateowner whowere
fansof theDMIRto someextent andwere
acquainted with one of the DM&IR’s
presidents. Plans are to return the car to
theorigina Wabash schemeasit cameout
of the Decatur shops. Thecar was| ettered
“Windy City” and was in service on the
Wabash until 1964 when therailroad be-
came part of the Norfolk and Western.

CREATE Completes
Srategic Rail
Connection in

M cCook

A key rail connection and capacity expan-
sion project of the Chicago Region Envi-
ronmental and Transportation Efficiency
(CREATE) Programisnow operational in
McCook, I11. The$13.1-millionfederally-
and privately-funded McCook Connec-
tion project (Project B6) provides addi-
tional connectivity between the Indiana
Harbor Belt, CSX Transportation and
BNSFrail lines. Trainsthat had towait or
travel at amaximum speed of 10 milesan
hour are now ableto proceed through the
areaat 25milesper hour asthey moveonto
mainline tracks near the United Parcel
Service Willow Springs Distribution
Center. The original connection was a
single track. The project added a second
connection with crossovers on the IHB/

CSX track to alow parallel movesto the
BNSF.

The connection will provide additional
capacity andcongestionrelief intheNorth-
ern Illinois region, benefiting approxi-
mately 15 to 20 freight trains that travel
through the connection per day. Because
of theincreased speed on thisconnection
tothelHB, trainswill beableto clear the
adjacent IHB/CN crossing morequickly,
thus reducing potential freight conflicts
withsix weekday M etraHeritage Corridor
trains and 10 daily Amtrak trains to and
fromSt. LouistravelingontheCN tracks.
Approximately 70 workers from CSXT,
BNSF and private contractorsworked on
the project, which began construction 12
months ago. “I am pleased that our
strategic CREATEfundingiscreatingjobs
and infrastructure that will support our
state and national economy,” said Repre-
sentativeDanLipinski (D-111.), amember
of the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee. The McCook Connectionis
the seventh CREATE Project to be com-
pleted. Six additional projects are cur-
rently under. The CREATE programisa
first-of-its-kind partnership bringing to-
gether lllinoisDepartment of Transporta-
tion, the City of Chicago Department of
Transportation and the Association of
AmericanRailroads.

Via Railway, Track & Structures
website 12-29-09

Editor: | wasthe Project Manager for
the preliminary engineering for this
project. We started the project some 5
years ago as the preliminary stage.
Hanson Engineering did the
environmental work on the project and
thus between both it was over 3 years
before the PE work was compl eted.
Reason? Federal dollars and working
with IDOT who handled the funding.
Then it took 2 years for the second
phase of the project and a ditch that
was about 500 feet long and flowed,
when it rained, to the river became a
permitting issue for the Corps of
Engineers. Example of work when only
therailroad is funding are the 3
sidings we did in southern Indiana.
From concept to PE to Final
Engineering along with the



environment work took 1 year.
Construction took the next season and
within 2 years about $18 million was
spent and CSX had 3 sidings to use.
Fiveto 6 yearsfrom PE to final
engineering for projects using federal
dollarsis pretty quick. Highways
usually take at least 10 years. No
wonder costs go up and it will
continue and they will continue to rise
under new rules by the EPA.

FRA releasesfinal
PTC implementation
rule

U.S. railroads have waited a couple of
monthsfor theFRA toissueafinal imple-
mentation rule on positive train control
(PTC). Thewaitisover. Y esterday, (1-12-
10) the FRA released therule, which gov-
ernsPTCimplementation onthenation’s
major freight-rail lines, as well as com-
muter and intercity passenger-rail routes.

PTC systems, which featuredigital radio
links, global positioning systems and
wayside computer control systems, are
designed to help dispatchers and train
crews safely manage train movements.
TheRail Safety Improvement Act of 2008
mandatesthatinteroperable PTC systems
beinstalled on most passenger-rail routes
and lines used to move certain hazardous
materials by 2015’ s end. Closed passen-
ger-rail systems, such aslight-rail, rapid
transit and subway systems, will not be
required to adopt PTC.

The final rule builds on a Notice of Pro-
posed Rulemaking that the FRA issuedin
July 2009. The rule specifies PTC sys-
tems' required functionalities, the
means by which the systems will be
certified, thecontentsof implemen-
tation plans required by the stat-
ute, and the process for submit-
tingimplementationplanstothe
FRA for review and approval.

Thefinal ruleservesasthe“end
of the beginning of the pro-
cess,” according to FRA offi-

cias, who held a media teleconference
yesterday to discuss PTC's history and
therule’ scontents. A result of morethan
a decade of work by FRA and various
stakehol ders, inpartnershipwiththeRail-
road Safety Advisory Committee, thefinal
rulewill enablerailroadsto beginfinaliz-
ing their PTC implementation plans, the
officidssaid. Thirty U.S.railroads, includ-
ingtheClassls, Amtrak and 22 commuter
railroads, must submit those plansto the
FRA by April 16.

The FRA estimates it will cost the rail-
roadsatotal of about $5.5hilliontoinstall
PTC on 69,000 miles of track, including
components placed onboard 30,000 rail
vehicles. Inaddition, railroadswill spend
about $820 million annually to maintain
and refurbish the systems. (Therailroads
estimateit will cost about $10 billion)

For thenext 60 days, the FRA will accept
additional comments on a few specific
provisions of the fina rule. The agency
will determine “whether clarity can be
improved, andwhether further opportuni-
ties for cost savings, consistent with
safety, areavailable,” FRA officialssaid.

Via Progressive Railroading 1-13-10

Editor: The North-South CN line and
the CSX line to Indy will be part of the
Amtrak system that will require PTC.
Any line running passenger trains will
have to comply.

THE 32nd
URBANA
TRAIN
SHOW

LINCOLN
SQUARE
VILLAGE

APRIL 10&

11, 2010
Admission
Free

|ndiana High Speed Rail (Hr SR)

Last summer, the Associated Press reported an anecdote about Baudilio Tejering, a
nativeof Spainwhoworksfor NorthwesternUniversity in Evanston, l11. Tejerinatakes
theAmtrak trainto L afayetteregularly towork withfaculty at Purdue. Hesaid it would
be “fantastic” to see therail line upgraded to higher speed service.

“It would be something that bel ongsto thiscentury,” said Tejerina, whoisused
to the high-speed trains that run throughout Europe and wonders why there
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isn't asimilar system in the United States.

(Editor: In Europe they pay 2-3 times as much for gasoline and those
taxes go to public transportation including high speed rail. If we
raise our cost per gallon to $6-7.00 and put that into

transportation people will leave their cars and ride rail.)

Many Hoosierswonder thesamething. They cantakeencouragement
fromthefact that their stateisplayingamajor roleinthedevel opment
of high-speed rail, the most important advancement in our country’s



transportation network since the inter-
state highway system.

On Oct. 2, the Indiana Department of
Transportation submitted an application
for$2.816billioninfederal stimulusmoney
to implement high-speed passenger rail
servicefrom ChicagotoClevelandthrough
Gary and Fort Wayne.

Indianais also seeking $71.4 million in
federal stimulus high-speed rail funding
for track improvements to Norfolk
Southern’ s Chicago Linebetween Porter
andthelllinois stateline, which supports
current Amtrak service.

The project would address “the single
most delay-proneintercity rail passenger
corridor in the country,” in a way that
would relieve congestion and contribute
to the development of a regional high-
speed rail corridor, the state said in its
funding application.

Indiana is one of nine states that have
joined forces to establish the Midwest
Regional Rail System. Thisinitiative, in
developmentfor 13years, callsfora3,000-
mileregional network that will be hubbed
in Chicago. Trainswill operate at speeds
of up to 110 mph to connect towns and
citiesalongkey 100- to500-milecorridors,
using existing rights of way.

Threeof theidentified corridors—Chicago
toDetroit, Chicagoto Cleveland and Chi-
cago to Cincinnati — pass through Indi-
ana. TheChicago-to-Cleveland routewill
run through Fort Wayne, and the Chi-
cago-to-Cincinnati routewill runthrough
Indianapolis.

(Editor: - lllinois has worked on high
speed from Chicago to S. Louis for
some 6+ years and finally has 110 mph
to Lincoln. If you look thisline is
mostly tangent and all grade crossings
not have quad gates. With the advent
of PTC (positive train control) running
110 mph trains on freight routes will
more than double the cost as all
signaling will change. Notice how
much will be spent on NSfor some 30
miles of track. In addition, the recent
funding for Hr SR systems will not
include funding for PTC, something the
railroads will have to fund themselves)

A bit of Minnesota
history

Olmsted County rail roadshave been mak-
ing headlines, at times heatedly, for de-
cades. A look back makestoday’ sdebate
seem quitetamein comparison.

Rochester settlersrealized that prosperity
depended on attracting one or morerail-
roads. Buteventhen, a“yes, but notinmy
backyard” sentiment prevailed. In1859, a
deal wasstruck witharailroad planned to
connect Winona and St. Peter, Minn.
Thomas Cummings knew the route went
acrosshisclaiminwhatisnow theK utzky
Park area of northwest Rochester. The
first grading of theroute began acrosshis
land, and heresisted so strongly that Bill
Messler, foreman of thecrew, shothimin
the chest. A menacing crowd gathered,
and the possibility of alynching seemed
so threatening that Messler was hurried
out of town* onafastteam” toWinonafor
protection. Cummings recovered from
what wasfirst thought bebeafatal wound.
He moved to establish aferry acrossthe
MinnesotaRiver just north of Sleepy Eye.
Hedied at age 64 and was buried at Fort
Ridgely.

Winona& St. Peter’ sfirsttrainpulledinto
thecity Oct. 12, 1864. Eventually, theline
became part of Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad. The trains brought boom times
to Rochester. Wheat was king, and the
city became the starting point for many
shipments east. Trainsleft Winonadaily
a 1:15p.m., arrivinginRochesterat 5p.m.
They reversed course the next morning,
leaving Rochester at 7:45a.m. andarriving
Winonaat 11:30a.m.

Inthe 1880s, the North Western Railraod
tapped the popul ous eastern region of the
United States and extended through
Rochester into the growing Dakotas,
which were attracting large numbers of
settlers. North Western named young Dr.
William J. Mayo its Rochester surgeon.
When hard times hit the Dakotas, W.W.
Mayo and his sons treated the sick from
that area whether they could pay or not.
Upon learning this, the railroads autho-
rized free transportation for people who
wereill and could not pay.
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Shown hereis a Dec. 30, 1890, railroad
excursion between Spring Valley and
Winona, athough the scene's precise
location is unknown. Winona & South-
western Railroad went from Winona to
Omaha, Neb., bypassing Rochester by 12
miles since Winona promoters feared it
would draw trade away. The route was
described as “a torturous course from
Winonathroughthebluffsto St. Charles,”
going on to Dover, Eyota, Simpson,
Stewartvilleand SpringValley.

Via Rochester Post-Bulletin 12-29-09

Editor: Today the city has been fighting
the existance of the DM& E, now owned
by CP Rail, and wanting the railroad to
move out of town. The Mayo Clinic has
been one of the leading opponents of the
railroad. It isinteresting to note the as-
sociationof Dr. Mayoandtherailroadin
the 1880's.

What Two Railroads
Say

Ross Capon: Jim Young and Matt Rose
at TRB today ~ Via Brass Switchkey
railnews, V.17, #4, January 18, 2010 -
fwd from Roger Clark

[TotheNARPCouncil andDirectorsCircle,
January 11, 2010] ~ Among many
Transportation Research Board presen-
tationstoday that deserve reporting, per-
haps the most interesting were given by
the top executives at UP and BNSF, on
panelsentitled, respectively, Freight Rail
Sustainability: Opportunitiesand Barriers
and New Departures in U.S. Passenger
Rail Devel opment. Numbersaremine, for
your convenience. Their respectivecom-
ments should be seen in context of the
topicsof the2 panels. Bothtemperedtheir
commentsabout truckswith positivecom-
mentsabout theimportanceof truckersas
business partners -Ross

JimYoung....

1. 1f you shut downrailroads, you shut the
country down in two weeks.

2. One double-stack train can take 300
trucks of the highways.



3.1 have1,800locomotivesat $2milliona
piece that have generated no revenue in
18 months. (Maybe 12 mos.)

4. Let’s look at whether the trend is to-
wards supporting rail or not. He then
presentedatablewithtwocolumns. “What
Hurts,” “What Helps”.

—WhatHurts.....

5.Tier IV emissionsstandardsmust bemet
by 2015-this is a multibillion dollar ex-
pense, the technology still has to be de-
veloped, anditlookslikewe' Il actually be
losingfud efficiency.

6. PTC-FRA reportindicated $10billion
cost to the industry and maybe $5-600
million in benefits. Isthat the best use of
funds?! have$200mfor PTCinthisyear's
budget-wehavetakendown other projects
as aresult.

7. Tax structure that favors other modes

8. Risk of passenger service consuming
capacity (“A typical conversation with a
mayor whowantscommuter train service
goeslikethis: just give me your railroad
from6t09AM and 3to 6 PM.")

—What Helps.....
9. Infrastructuretax credit
10. Public-Private Partnerships

11. Balancedregul ationwoul d begood —
no change would be a positive. (Great
industry concernabout deregulationbills
onCapitol Hill.)

12. Askedhow best toimproveproductiv-
ity, Youngsaid, ‘we vedoubledthelifeof
rail, we have good process controls with
our customers-but we still have opportu-
nities across the whole supply chain.”

13. Responding to my question about
PTC,"Estimated $1-1.5hillioncosttoUP.
We have delayed some technology and
someother investmentsasresult. Wewill
comply withthelaw.”

14. More on competition, and his dis-
agreement with ‘deregulatory’ efforts:
“U.S. railroads are losing businessto the
CN at PrinceRupert[RC: | understandthat
portistwodays' lesssailingtimefromthe
Orient than California, one day lessthan
Seattle/Tacoma]. We arelosing business

tothe PanamaCanal. Wearelosing busi-
nessto trucks, considering some of their
pricing. We are losing business when
companies decide to relocate/co-locate
production. The ideathat we don’t have
competitionisjust wrong.”

15. “I'mstill dealing with signal systems
builtinthe1950s,intermsof incremental.”

1. One of the biggest changes has been
the change in railroad leadership in our
industry-turnover in CEOs. Wenow real -
ize how important passenger rail isinour
society. With future population grown,
theneedtoreducedependenceonforeign
oil and reduce carbon emissions and the
highway bill not paying for expansion.

2. I'm excited about OneRail. His
PowerPoint then displayedlogosof all the
origina OneRail members.

3.Relationshipbetweenfreighttrafficand
Amtrak OTP: In2007 our grosstonmiles
were10.3hillion, OTP88%; 200810.088%;
20098.495%. (GTM 10.6in2006,10.0in
2005, | didn’t catchthe OTP.)

4. When return on capital is low, our
investment goesdown.” weextracted capi-
tal fromthe business.” Regulatory issues
andreturnoninvestment haveaprofound
impact on our ability to serve-thisshould
be of great interest to those of you who
care about co-mingled service.

5. “Wecan't befaked out by recent num-
bers’ —theeconomy will grow againand
capacity issueswill return.

6. AttheNational Surface Transportation
Policy Revenue & Study Commissionon
which | served, we found that passenger
rail usesover 20% lessfuel than carsand
planes.

7.1f wemoved 10% of ton-milesfromroad
torail wewould saveonebilliongallonsof
oil ayear.

8. Weneed asustainablelevel of passen-
ger investment. The Commission found
that thefocusshouldbeonlines500miles
or less.

9. TheCommission'scall for a5-8 centsa
gallonincreaseinthegasolinetax wasmet
with arousing chorus of “who appointed
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these clowns?’ but we worked through
that. Havinganartificially low gasolinetax
will not allow usto addressthe problems.

10. | believethat passenger speedsabove
90 mph require separate tracks. (FRA’s
Szaboand Amtrak’ sGardner onthesame
panel emphasized the need to base deci-
sions on specific situations taking into
account factors such as freight traffic
density.)

11. | believe operation above 110 mph
requires grade separation.

12. The Administration has a big chal-
lenge to get these grants right so the
money continuesto flow.

13. I think thevisionweneedismaybe 25
corridors with 250 mph service, devel-
oped over 20 yearsat acost of closeto $1
trillion. A lot of my rail passenger friends
get angry when | say this, but we have a
national imperativetoreducecarbonemis-
sions, dependence on foreign oil, and
handle population growth. We need effi-
cient transportation! (He pegged latest
2030 population estimateat 355m.)

Editor: | have included thisin the
Flyer to let you see what the industry
thinks of various issues that the
Government is looking into. These are
issues and concerns that you will not
seein the normal press, that is
newspapers or on television. Do you
see how much regulations will cost the
railroads? Congress always thinks it is
simple to pass another regulation but
they never look at time frame, costs
and impact to the business that will be
regulated.



High (higher)
(HrSR) Speed Rail
Funding

Illinois' plans for high-speed passenger
trains, designed to transform rail into a
preferred transportation option and cre-
ate jobs, will move forward on a slower
track than some official shad anticipated.

Funding for Illinois became official on
Thursday when President Barack Obama
is scheduled to announce $8 billion in
economic stimulusgrantsfor thestatesto
develop 13high-speedrail corridorslink-
ing major cities and the rural areas be-
tween them. Illinois will receive about
$1.23hillion, accordingtotheWhiteHouse.

Thedecision places|llinois behind Cali-
fornia, which is slated to receive $2.34
billiontobegin building 220-mph passen-
ger servicebetween LosAngelesand San
Francisco; and Florida, whichwill receive
$1.25hilliontodevel opahigh-speedroute
connecting Tampa, Orlando and Miami,
officialssaid.

Illinoisofficials, fromGov. Pat Quinnto
lawmakers chairing key transportation
committeesintheGeneral Assembly, had
beenincreasingly optimisticintherun-up
tothedecisionthat Illinciswouldreceive
between$2billionand $2.5billiontostart
110-mph passenger serviceinafew years
from Chicago to St. Louis, Detroit, Mil-
waukee and other Midwest cities.

Plans called for eventualy investing in
true high-speed travel that would boost
train speeds to 220 mph and dlash trip
times, for example, onthe Chicago-to-St.
L ouisroutetounder two hours, compared
to five-and-a-half hours currently. The
move would for the first time giverail a
clear edgeover air travel for tripsof 300to
500 miles, expertssaid.

Initsapplication to the Federal Railroad
Administration, thelllinoisDepartment of
Transportation requested $4.5 billion of
the$8hbillion availablenationwide.

" | wishthedecisionweremadeto concen-
trate a lot of money on lllinois, but the
expectations were probably too high,’”’

saidU.S. Rep. DanLipinski, D-I1I.

U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., offered a
different assessment of how I llinoisfared
in the competition for grants.

" Attheend of theday, Chicagoisstill the
rail hubof America, anditwill bethehigh-
speedrail hub of America,’”’ Durbinsaid.
“Thatisgoodfor us, good for thecommu-
nitiesthat are nearby and good for people
who work construction jobs.’’

Durbin noted that separate grantswill be
awarded Thursday to Wisconsin. That
statewill get $823 million for aChicago-
Milwaukee-Madison high-speed rail
project that eventually would extend to
Minneapolis. Another $244 millionwill go
to Michigan for the Chicago-Detrait cor-
ridor. The$1.23hillionfor Illinoisbreaks
down asfollows:

$1.1billiontoconstruct tracks, install sig-
nal s, build stationsand buy somelocomo-
tivesand passenger coachesfor 110 mph
servicebetweenAlton, I11., near St. Louis,
toDwight, I11.

$133milliontobuildtheEnglewoodflyover
bridge near 63 Street in Chicago. The
flyover is intended to reduce delays by
separating M etr a Rock | sland commuter
trains from Amtrak and freight trains on
one of the most congested rail junctions
intheU.S.

$1.25milliontoconduct anenvironmental
impact study on a proposal to build a
second set of tracksbetween Chicagoand
St. Louistoaccommodate 110 mphtrains.

IDOT and the Union Pacific Railroad
have been working for years to upgrade
track and signalsfor high-speed trainson
a portion of the 284-mile route between
Chicago and St. Louis. But so far only a
small section near Springfield has been
tested at speeds above Amtrak’s current
maximum operating speed of 79 mph.

2010 DUES
ARE DUE
NOW

Thefederal funding was supposed to put
the project and others on afast track.

Illinois Transportation Secretary Gary
Hannig said he's pleased that about 15
percent of thetotal federal grantsiscom-
ingtolllinois. Hesaidit will beimportant
to show early successesto draw passen-
gers to high-speed trains.

"Themoney will createasignificant num-
ber of jobs and provide uswith a spring-
board to continue to build as the project
movesforward,”” Hannig said.

Asidefromthefederal grant, lllinoishas
committed$400millionfor high-speedrail.
But that’ s a down payment.

Passage of federal surfacetransportation
funding legislation coupled with more
federal and state investments in high-
speedrail will beneededtomeetthegoals
of getting 110mph serviceupandrunning
withinseveral yearsbetween Chicagoand
St Louis, Detroitand Milwaukee, officials
said.

The broader concept envisions a nine-
state Midwest high-speed network, with
its hub in Chicago. That plan may have
been dealt a blow by the Obama
administration’s decision to spread
around the $8 billion rather than concen-
trate larger amounts of money on a few
select projects, officials said.

Editor: Note the cost to save 1 hour of
time will be about $21.1 million per
minute of travel time saved.



