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Westbound NS 7024 goes past track workerswelding jointswhere the Conrail (P& E) diamondswere removed at Danville
Junction. A warm 50 degree January 29th allowed welding crewsto weld up the joints had been removed many months earlier.
Before the sun was down the temperature dropped to the 20's to remind us winter was still here. Photos by Joe Cooke.



ComingEvents

February 17, 2008

Danvillg I L -Chapter monthly meetingat
Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant, Williamsand
Gilbert Street, lunch at 1:00, meeting
and programtofollow.

February 17, 2008

East Peoria, IL Illinois Valey RR club
trainsshow at I1linoisCentral College, Rt.
116& 24,10-3

February 16-17, 2008

Mattoon, IL - Cross County Mall train
show

February 23 & 24, 2008

Hoopeston, IL - Annual train show at
Hoopeston Civic Center inthepark, 10-4
each day.

March 9, 2008

Danville,IL -regular monthly meetingis
moved up oneweek becauseof theUrbana
show - makeanotenow.

April 6, 2008

Springfield, IL - Springfield Modle RR
Clubtrainfair, Orr Building, lllincisState
Fairgrounds10-4

April 19-20, 2008

Decatur, IL - Decatur Train Fair at the
Decatur Civic Center, downtown 10-5 &
10-4.
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Dues ar e due now

For thoseof you that aremember sof
the NRHSyour final noticewill be
comingsoon from thenational. For
local duesnotice, check your address
label (if mailed) for ared mark, it
indicatesyou havenot paid yet. For
museummember stheannual renewal
isstill only $17 per year. Weappre-
ciatethe donationsthat have been
madethisyear . Thesedonationshelp
offset the cost of running the mu-
seum at Rossville.
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Next Meeting  ( \1odel Operating |

Thenext meeting will be held Sunday, :
February 17, 2008 at Jocko's Depot m

Restaurant, Williamsand Gilbert Street,

beginningat 1:00PM. Rossville

Wewill discussplansfortheannual train | ONce again we are setting up operat-
showwhichwill beheldinUrbanaMarch | INgsessionsonSaturdaysat Rossville.
15& 16thisyear. Helpwill beneededin | For 2008 thesessionsonthe Chicago,
moving saleitemsto the mall and setting Ilinoisand Eastern Railroad will be:
up on Saturday. This year we will again March1,2008

sell popcorn as afund raiser. By the end April 5,2008(Canceled)

of this show we should have our invest-

ment paid off. Wealsohaveitemsfor sale A EZTETEEEIE ) a0 DA ETd

this year from the Hubbard estate that Je=umtl)eEER7

were donated to the museum. Danville and Western
Allen Cooke has setup atrip this spring, Railroad, 1819
April 5to beexact, to take membersona

ride on the South Shore from near the Coventry } Dr,
Indianastatelineto South Bend and back. Champaign
Attached with thisissue is a flyer about February 16,2008
thetrip. Wewill also spend sometimein March29 2008

the southeast part of Chicago, around i . .
Doltonarea, watchingtrainsbefore head- e Ap(r:lzlinszsegn rESleEE
ing off tograbdinner ontheway back. The _ ’ _ _
program at thenext meetingwill bepre- | A new dispatchers board will be in

sented by Rick Schroeder placethisyear soanadditional person
is needed and radios will be used.

Chapter Spring Trip g
April 5, 2008 31st Annual Urbana
Ride the South Shore from Train Show
Hegwisch to South Bend
and return. March 15 & 16,
Train watching in the 2008
Dolton area

Dinner at a resturant in _LmCOln Square
University Park Village - Urbana, IL

See attched fl yer Thisyear wewill againbeselling popcorn.
Thiswas agreat income maker last year

and we need help both days. In addition
wehaveanumber of itemsthat havebeen
donated by Sharon Hubbard withtheidea
that the chapter can sell at showstoraise
money for themuseum. Theseitemsarein
additionto the magazinesthat weusually
sell. Plan now to attend and either helpin
the hauling, setup or selling.

rrr'\.\\'“ LE MUSEL M
CHAPTER NRWS:



The President’s Cor ner

Now we' reinto the swing of things again, with another monthly column to write
intimefor theeditor toincludeitinthenext newsl etter. Andwhat could betimelier
than the topic of the economy and how it’s going to affect our hobby activities.

In recent years |’ ve followed more economic news and trends than ever before.
Perhapsthisis a natural side effect of getting older. And as |’ ve observed about
myself to others, I’'musually the* glassishalf empty” kindaguy and will believe
the pessimists are right most of the time and the optimists are too optimistic. So
with apologiesto some other members, | haveto say: | told you so!

Seriously, how does arecession affect the railroad hobby? For starters, thisisn’t
just a recession because prices are rising, which implies inflation. The term
“stagflation” cameaboutinthe1970’ sandthat may moreaccurately describeboth
an economic slowdown coupled with rising costs of goods and services.

From aprototypeperspective, tripsaremoreexpensivewithfuel costsonthehigh
side and staying that way. It costs more to have booksand videos shipped to your
doorstep. Onthemodel side, some smaller manufacturersand dealers may go out
of business. As the dollar gets weaker, those nice imported models that have
become the mainstay on many layouts get more expensive. Onthe plusside, ina
few yearsyou canget ahugehousewith apike-sized basement in suburbiafor much
less than anyone ever imagined. Just remember the taxes, though...

EventheNRHSwithitsrecent duesincreaseiscutting staff and servicestoremain
solvent. Thisalso istelling about the employment situation around the country.
As more and more businesses contract their operations, unemployment will
increase. Isthis arecession or “ stagflation”?

Another topic that might tieinto thisis how the “Circle of Life” affectsus. How
many promising young members have beenin our organization that followed the
path of spouse, kidsand mayberelocation for abetter job?We seldomif ever see
them again. Thisrepresentsarecession of talent, and without new memberstofill
thevoidsof natural attrition, how do clubslikethe Danville Junction Chapter stay
viable? Most organizations are raising dues just to cover costs. | suspect the
Chapter will not beexempt fromthistrendforever...

Doug

Rail News

TheEJ& Eisleasing3HL CX units,anSD40, SD45and SDP45, all rebuilt to SD40-3specs.
Theseunitswill help out withtaconitetrainsmoving over theJwiththeshi pping season
on the Great Lakes closed. The unitsrelease 3 Junitsfor this service and may or may
not beused ontheoretrains, they arefreerunnersjust likeany Jpower. Y esterday the
6518 wasm.u. to J670to power K1, thelocal afternoon job out of Gary. The Jleased
2HL CX SD40-2' s(rebuilt to SD38-3 specs) were sent back in November. Previously
theJhasleased Ohio Central and Utah Railway power for theseseasonal trains. | posted
shotsin the Hoosier Hobbies album. Via John Eagan on the llliana Group

Windmill Train- On Saturday (1/12) morning | heard anorthboundtrainrunning under
thesymbol X 982-26 with KCSengine4691 getting stopped at NE RA Jct. for abroken
rail at Bismarck. Despitethecold, | thought it wasworth alook. It wasashort train of
wind turbine base sections. This was quite a coincidence since Joe Cooke had just
shown me shots he took of the wind farm going up in Benton County, IN just south

Continued on Page 3

Danville Chapter, NRHS

Meeting Minutes 1/20/08

President Nipper opened the meeting at
1401.

The secretary’s report was approved as
printed for November. The Treasurer re-
ported therewas$1374.04inthechecking
account and $4530.25inthe CD.

Old Business

Bob McQuown mentioned the new pub-
lication from the CEI society from White
River. The Urbana train show will be
March 15-16 in the same location, but
reduced in size. The chapter will sell
popcorn aswell as some other merchan-
dise. Asaresult of thisdate, the meeting
will be on March 9, the second Sunday.

New Business

Mark reported the Milford depot isbeing
reroofed.

It was reported by several persons that
the KB&S has installed 10,000 ties and
ballastinthesectionbetween Cheneyville
and Stockland.

Allan suggested aApril trip on the South
Shore, boarding at Hegewisch and riding
to South Bend and return. Following that
a visit would be made guided by Rick,
probably to Dolton. Discussion focused
the date to one of the first two Saturdays
inApril.

The Meeting was adjourned at 1414

Dick Brazdapresentedaprogramon South
AfricaRailin1978.

25 year pins

We wish to congratulate the following
membersfor their 25-year membershipin
theNational Railway Historical Society:

TomHolmberg,Grant Park,IL
DennisSloan, Effingham, IL

Their 25-year sterlingsilver NRHSpinhas
beenforwardedtothem. Weof theDanville
Junction Chapter thank them for their
continued support.



of Fowler. | must say, though, the KCS
engineisway tooplainfora“ classy” road.
;) Thetrainisprobably notfor thisfarm, as
I’ ve seen blade sections going up Rte 63
on long semi trailers. In fact, later in the
day Bob G. and | were coming back from
Lafayette and decided to take allittle de-
tour to see this project since Joe's pic-
tures had piqued my interest. | didn’t get
that many shots, but at least it wasaclear
day. According to this article: http://
www.wsbt.com/news/indiana/
9880262.html Thefarmwill beinanareaof
about 7 mileswideand5mileslong (tall?).
Theturbineseach standat 265feet andthe
tota capacity of thefarmwill be130Mega-
watts. ViaDoug Nipper

CSX hasorder ed 125 ES44AClocomo-
tivesfrom General Electrictobedelivered
in 2008. These unitswill be numberedin
the 700 seriesandthiswill forcerenumber-
ingof theSD70A C'sfrom700-789t04500-
4589andtheSD80'sfrom800-812t04590-
4602.

BNSF hasplaced several projectonhold
due to downturn in business. Some
projects that URS was designing for the
railroad have been put on hold with de-
sign to continue once business picks up.
The new locomotive repair facility at
Galesburg that is under construction has
also been put on ahold status with foun-
dationsinplace. How longtheproject will
sitisnotknownat thistime. Thefacilityis
planned double the number of locomo-
tivesthat can be serviced and repaired at
Galesburg.

Norfolk Southern and the Virginia
Department of Rail and Public
Transportation havesigneda$s57million
agreement withtoimprove50milesof rail
right-of-way between Manassas and
Front Royal, Va., to increase freight rail
capacity asoneway toreducetruck traffic
demand on Interstate 81. NSiscontribut-
ing$17milliontothedeal,whilethestate' s
shareis$40million. Theprojectisthefirst
in Virginia for Norfolk Southern’s [-81
Crescent Corridor, a roughly $2 billion
initiativetoimproverail corridorsstretch-
ing from Louisianato New Jersey. NSas
pledged to use the improved capacity to
increasefreightrail shipmentstodiminate
597,000truck tripsfrom Virginia shigh-
ways during the next 15 years, the state

Windmill base sectionsride flatcars north on CSX at Danville. Doug Nipper caught
this unusual train north of Sunset Road. The new double track isin the foreground.

said. Besides additional track capacity,
theprojectincludessignal modernization.
Completionisscheduledforlate2008.NS
could begin construction in February,
pending approval of environmental per-
mits.

TheChampaign wiggle- "I watched an
unusual sight late morning today (1-25)
on my way to check out the CNIC yard
here. The NB Saluki was sitting on the
yard lead just south of Bradley Avenue.
Uponfurther review, therewasa SB mani-
fest on the main north of Bradley aswell
as a SB manifest sitting in the yard, but
ready to exit. While trying to figure out
what the hell was going on, the SB Saluki
came down the siding on to the main and
finally stopped at the station. Then the
NB Saluki backed out of theyard lead on
to the main past the signals protecting
the NS (ex P&E) crossing, then went
northupthesiding. | call ittheChampaign
“wiggle.” (Boy, does Amtrak ever miss
theold IC doubletrack.) Therewasroom
for the SB Saluki to pull up the main and
stop in front of the SB manifest, but that
would have activated the Bradley Ave.
crossingsignalstwice. Interesting." Walt
B.

DanvilleNews- "As| wastyping thelast
message, | was watching a neat move.
Two northboundtrainsmet a southbound
sitting on #2 at Voorhees. The first one
crossed over to #2 at Liberty to let the
second one pass, and while that was
happening the southbound went south
off #2. The second northbound just went
by and was booking, must have been a
intermodal getting around a coal drag
or something slower. Anyway, they're
getting somegood use of thedoubletrack
now, at least until March. | talkedto Dan
Norman last week and he says some ma-
jor work will take place in March. Tie
gangs, surfacing gangs and crossing
gangs will converge on the Woodland
Sub. | asked him about #2 and he says
that they rai sed the timetabl e speed to 60
for thewholetrack, but nooneisrunning
that fast between Liberty and Voorhees.
Infact, hethinksthey didn’t evenreplace
the rail between old and new RA on #2.
Once they get a train laying on the golf
cour sethen maybe someonein engineer-
ing will realize the folly of 1949 jointed
rail onasecondary maintrack." DougN.



NS setsrevenue,
ear nings and income
records

A soft economy and highfuel costsdidn’t
prevent Norfolk Southern Corp. fromset-
tingrevenue, earningsandincomerecords
in the fourth quarter.

The Class I’ s railway operating revenue
rose6 percentto$2.5hillion,incomefrom
railway operations jumped 12 percent to
$686 million, netincomeincreased 4 per-
cent to $399 million and diluted earnings
per shareclimbed 7 percentto $1.02—all
new quarterly highs — compared with
fourth-quarter 2006 totals. In addition,
NS operatingratioimproved 1.5pointsto
72

"] get asked al the time how deep and
long-lasting are the changes in the mar-
ketplace that drive performance. And |
always say we'll know when we see a
downturn,” said NS Chairman, President
and Chief Executive Officer Wick
Moorman during the Class I's earnings
conference held thismorning. “Well, we
had a downturn last year, and in the face
of it, weimproved year-over-year finan-
cial numbers and lowered our operating
ratio.”

Although traffic volume declined 3 per-
cent, NSincreased revenue in every sec-
tor compared with fourth-quarter 2006
totals. General merchandise revenue
jumped 10 percenttoarecord$1.4billion,
coal revenuerose2percenttoanall-time-
high$601 millionandintermodal revenue
inched up 1 percent to $496 million.

Quarterly railway operating expensesin-
creased 4 percent year over year to $1.8
billion, primarily becausefuel costssoared
38 percent, rising by $97 million, said Ex-
ecutiveVicePresident Financeand Chief
Financial Officer JamesSquires.

Forthefull year, NSset several records, as
well. Railway operating revenuereached
$9.4 billion (up slightly year over year),
incomefrom railway operationsclimbed
to $2.6 billion (up 1 percent) and diluted
earnings per share hit an al-time-high
$3.68 (up 3 percent).

In addition, the Class I’ s operating ratio
improveddightly from2006' slevel to72.6
—NS lowestannud ratiosincetheConrail
integrationin 1999, said Moorman. Rail-
way operating expenses held steady at
$6.8hillion.

During the conference, EV P of Planning
and Chief Information Officer Debbie
ButleroutlinedNS' capital spendingplan
for 2008. Therailroad hasbudgeted $1.4
billion, up 6 percent comparedwith2007's
budget. Seventy-one percent of the bud-
getistargeted at maintaining therailroad
and the remaining 29 percent, at growth-
and productivity-related improvements,
saidButler.

NSplanstospend$613milliononmainte-
nance of way, $339 million on capacity
expansion projects, $264 milliononloco-
motivesand freight cars, $143 millionon
terminalsandfacilities,and $66millionon
technology upgrades. The Class | will
acquire15new locomotivesinearly 2008,
buy out leases on 321 coal cars and ac-
quire319 autoracks, and build or expand
terminalsinColumbusand MapleHeights,
Ohio, saidButler.

Via Railway Age 1-23-08

Rail Volume Up

For theweek ending January 19,2008, U.S.
rail volumegrandtotaled 33.6billionton-
miles, up 6.7 percent fromthecomparable
week lastyear. U.S. carloadrail trafficwas
up 5.6 percent, up 0.1 percent in the East
and up 10.1 percent inthe West. Notable
trafficincreasesincluded non-grainfarm
productsup 91.7 percent, motor vehicles
and equipment up 26.5 percent, andgrain
up 15.3 percent; notabletraffic decreases
included cokedown 25.6 percent, lumber
and wood products down 14.7 percent,
and primary forest products down 8.5
percent. Alsofortheweek, U.S.intermodal
rail traffic was up 3.0 percent, Canadian
carload rail traffic was up 1.3 percent,
Canadian intermodal rail traffic was up
13.0percent, Mexico’ sKansasCity South-
erndeMexico’ scarloadrail trafficwasup
7.4 percent, and KCSM’ sintermodal rail
trafficwasup 10.5 percent.
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For the period January 1 through January
19, 2008, U.S. rail volume grand totaled
96.1 billionton-miles, up2.9 percent from
the comparable period last year. Also for
thisperiod, U.S. carloadrail trafficwasup
2.0percent,U.S.intermodal rail trafficwas
down 2.7 percent, Canadian carload rail
traffic was up 1.3 percent, Canadian
intermodal rail trafficwasup 12.3 percent,
KCSM'’s carload rail traffic was up 0.3
percent,and KCSM'’ sintermodal rail traf-
ficwasup 10.5 percent. (AAR)

Editor: A few yearsback wewere at a
AREMA committee meeting in
Knoxville, TN and while discussing the
U.S economy an NS bridge engineer
said he watches the railroad's car
loadings. He said if car loading start
to decline and keep declining for
about 6 months the country is going
into a recession. He said he has
followed this for years and it is over
80% true. | started watching the same
and for a couple of years car loadings
kept climbing (freight and
intermodal). Last fall it leveled off,
took some dips late in the year and
then started rebounding again. You
will note that all traffic, except U.S.
intermodal, is up so far this year. Car
loadings are driven by industry and
much of the intermodal is driven by
consumers. Keep watching and see
how the economy is doing - regardliess
of what the news media and those
running for office tell you.

Also, check the railroad earnings -
everyone is up and had the best year
ever.
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Nearly 90 percent of UP road locomotived
to have cameras by end of 2008

UnionPacificthisyear planstoinstall morethan 1,600 Track ImageRecordersaboard
locomotivecabstodigitally recordaview of thetrack, crossingsand signalsdirectly
infront of atrainasittravelsovertherails.” I nstallation of TIR equipmentisanother
step in Union Pacific’'s commitment to employee and public safety,” said Bob
Grimaila, vicepresident-saf ety and environment. “ Thisequipmentisaval uabl etool
in assisting with the investigations of pedestrian or grade-crossing incidents.”

UPbeganinstalling TIRsin2005 and hasmorethan 4,0001ocomotivesequippedwith
TIRsout of their over-the-road locomotive fleet of more than 6,000 locomotives.
Morethan 85 percent of Union Pacific’ sroad freight trainsnow haveaTIR equipped
locomotiveinthelead.A small cameraismountedinsidethelocomotivecab, looking
downthetrack providing thetrain crew’ spoint of view. A microphoneismounted
outsidetorecordthelocomoative' sair hornandbell. Thevideoimagedisk canrecord
uptofivedaysof information. TIR videoimagesand|ocomotiveevent recorder datal
can be synchronized to provide detail ed informati on about what occurred prior to

an incident

Via Railway Age 1-28
N
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lllinois & Midland
Railroad

commissionsnew

automation system

RailComm, Inc. hassuccessfully upgraded
Illinois& Midland Railroad’ sexistingin-
terlocking control systemtoincludeanew
Local Control Panel along with a Web-
based remote-control system. The new
control panel isconnectedtoRailComm’s
Domain Operations Controller System
throughaSoftware-as-a-Servicedelivery
model. Rail Comm'’ sSaaSofferingprovides
a"“pay-as-you-go”’ model, thus eliminat-
ing capital equipment procurement con-
straints. The Control Panel and DOC®
System communi cateto establish primary
control of thefield. In additionto provid-
ing routing capabilities, the system in-
cludesswitchcontrol, gatecontrol, switch
heater control, traindetectionandaCCTV
video camerainterface.

Via Railway Age

Chicago group con-
ditionally backs CN/
EJ& E deal

Chicago Metropolis 2020, a business-
based civics group, has given its condi-
tional support to CN’ s proposed acquisi-
tionof theElgin, Joliet & Eastern—atrans-
action the group says could “ ease freight
congestionthat frustratescommutersand
endangers the region’s economy.”
Chicago Metropolis 2020 recommends
that the Surface Transportation Board
approvetheCN movewithfivemaincon-
ditions: 1. Enableother largerailroad com-
panies to connect to the EJ& E tracks to
alow them to carry cross-town freight
movements that would otherwise travel
by truck. 2. Guarantee equal or better
Amtrak serviceinto Chicago. (Theacqui-
sition could alow CN to abandon its St.
CharlesAirLine,arail link near McCormick
Placenow usedby Amtrak.) 3. Ensuresafe
and expanded masstranstit serviceby rail
and bus on routes crossing EJ& E tracks.
4. Enable the Regiona Transportation
Authority to implement efficient transit
serviceinthe EJ& E corridor. 5. Mitigate
negative impacts on local communities
where train traffic would be expected to
increase due to expanded use of EJ&E
tracks.
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Qur oldest
member passes

EugeneB. ‘Gene' Cronkhite, 92 of
Checotah, OK, for merly of Danville,
passed away Wednesday, January 23,
2008at hisresidence. Genewasborn
on September 24,1915,in Chenyville,
IL.

Survivor sincludehiswifeEvelynand
William Cronkhiteof Danville Three
other childrenand sevengrandchil-
dren survive. Hisfirst wifeJuanita
Witty Cronkhitepreceded Genein
death. GeneworkedontheC& El rail-
road asacar fitter for 20yearsand
later wor ked at Escoof Danville, asa
welder, for 19years. Hewasamem-
ber of theDanvillelst Baptist Church
and amember of theDanvilleJunc-
tion Chapter, NRHS. Geneenjoyed
camping, gardening, reading his
Bible, mowingthelawn, model rail-
roadingand beingwithfamily. Gene
wasoneof theoriginal member sof
theDanvilleJunction Chapter hav-
ing been a member of the Family
M odd Railroad ClubinDanville Until
GeneandhiswifemovedtoOklahoma
last October heused todrivefrom
HoopestontoDanvilletoattend our
Sunday meetings. Wewill misshim
aswill hisfamily.

Shorts

As aresult of the runaway accident in
Indianapolis and Virginia, CSX now re-
quiresthat when atrain is parked and no
crew acar inspector must install a derail
and blueflag thetrain. In Danvillethisis
being done at the closest road crossing.

There was a recent fire at the former
Johnstown facility in Danville. A pump
exploded and sent hydraulic fluid into a
heater thuscausing afire. Thisfirewasin
oneof thecar shop buildingsat theformer
C&EIl Oaklawn Shops. Some holeswere
cutintheroof to get at thefireand it was
contained in a short time. This facility
builds coal hoppers for western coal.
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April 5, 2008 SPRING RAILROAD TRIP
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. Travel to University Park and eat dinner at
Fuddrucker’s

12. Arrive Danville at 6:30pm




