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ComingEvents

April 18, 2010

Danville, IL - Monthly meetingat Jocko's
PizzaDepot, Williamsand Gilbert Street,
starting at 1:00 PM.

April 17, 2010

Watseka, IL - Chicagoand Easternlllinois
Railroad Historical Society meeting,
Watseka Depot 10 AM to 10 PM, tables,
tour, dinner and speaker Mark Vaughn
talking about the C& El piggyback ser-
vice.

Apr 17-18, 2010

Decatur, IL - Decatur Train Fair 2010.
Decatur CivicCenter. Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4.

May 1, 2010

Rossville - Last operating session of the
spring sessions. After this session trains
will bechanged andwewill besetuptorun
DC during the summer months.

May 15-16, 2010

Homewood, IL - 7thAnnual Rail Heritage
Weekend. Train Show with layouts, ven-
dorsandothersattheVillageHall munici-
pa complexfrom9amto3pm; CNwill have
prototype equipment on display.

June 4-5, 2010

FranklinPark, IL - Fifteenth Annual Rail-
road Daze. A wholehost of festival -like
activities, includingdisplaysby CN, IHB,
BRCand Metra.

June 26-27, 2010

Galesburg, IL - 33rd Annual Galesburg
Railroad DaysTrain Show. Carl Sandburg
College, 2400 TomL. WilsonBlvd. Sat9-
5; Sun10-4.
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Next M eeting

Our next meetingwill beheld Sunday,
April 18 at Jocko's Depot Restaur ant,
Williamsand Gilbert Street, beginning
at1:00PM.

By thetimeyoureadthiswewill havehad
the April train show at Lincoln Square
VillageinUrbanaand Allenwill giveusan
ideaof how wedidfinancially. Thanksto
all membersthat cameand helped manthe
tables. Inaddition, hopefully someof you
spent a few dollars to help the vendors.
With the month of May approaching we
will need to plan cleanup and painting
sessions at Rossville. Thiswill be one of
the topics at the meeting. In addition we
will have one more operating session be-
foreweopenfor"summer business'. Bob
hasbeenworking onanew section hehas
built abovetheexisting staging yardsand
work will continue this summer. By next
fall he hopes to have the branch com-
pleted so we have ancther local to run.
Last month we hosted a group of model
railroaders from the Lafayette, Indiana
area. They enjoyed the session and
complimented us on the layout.

Lastyear Allen Cookesaid hedidnot plan
toorganizeanother springtrip. However,
if someone else wantsto set up atrip let
Doug know, however, you need to bethe
one to organize and set it up.

DavePhillips, whoworksfor aconsultant,
will present aprogram on high speed rail
inlllinoisentitled" Chicago-St. L ouis220
mph: lessthan 2 hours" at the April meet-
ing. Daveisafriend of Dick Brazdaand
hasbeeninvolvedinvariousrail projects.
You have, | am sure, been reading a lot
recently of the $8 billion the government
has put in to High Speed Rail across the
country. Thisis, of course, adrop in the
bucket of whatitwill taketo someday have
high speed, or at | east, higher speedtrains.
Asnotedinthelastissuelllinoisobtained
about $1.2hilliontoincreasethespeedon
theChicagoto St. L ouisroute. Remember
thedayswhenthelC,NY Cor CB&Qran
their trainsover 100 mph?Well, that day
may comeagain.

L ast Rossville
Spring Operating
Session

Saturday, May 1 -
beginning at 1:00
PM

A Project for High
(er) Speed Rail

A $133-millionfederal stimulusprojectto
build a railroad “flyover” at the Metra,
Amtrak and freight tracksin Englewood
on Chicago’ s south sidewill untie aknot
inthe nation’ srail system and make way
for high-speed rail, government and rail
officials said Friday, according to the
Chicago Sun-Times.

“The single biggest source of delaysin
theMidwestisright hereat theEnglewood
crossing,” said Amtrak chair Thomas
Carper, at anannouncement at the project
siteat 63rd Street. “ This project isgoing
tofix that. That’s how important thisis.”

Theproject will createarailroad bridgeto
carry the north-south Metra Rock Island
District line over the east-west Norfolk
Southern/Amtrak tracks at 63rd St., near
theDan Ryan Expy. Groundwill bebroken
ontheproject |l ater thisyear, anditwill be
completed by 2012, said U.S. Rep. Dan
Lipinski (D-Chicago), who haspromoted
theproject aspart of theChicago Regional
Environmental and Transportation Effi-
ciency (CREATE) program.

The project is expected to create 1,450
jobs, improve traffic on the Metra Rock
Island line and cut Amtrak and freight
delays. Thetriple-tracked bridgewill carry
Metra operations over al four tracks of
theNorfolk Southern, and possibly afifth

Continued on Page 3



Danville Chapter,
NRHS

Minutes - 3/21/10

President Nipper opened the meeting at
1332,

The secretary*s report was approved as
printed for February. The Treasurer re-
ported therewas$1614.19inthechecking
account and $3871.43 in the CD. The
report was approved.

Old Business

Al McCoy presented a sample of the
memorial plaque for Rossville. With a
cost of approximately $200, it was ap-
proved to proceed with it, aslong as al
words are spelled correctly.

TheUrbanarailroad show will beheldon
April 10&11. Doug will assist in taking
itemsover; Bob Gallippi may not beavail-
able. Rick has two tables and Bob

McQuownwill bringsomeC& El material.
New Business

Bill Wright returned to hisresidence last
week.

Discussion was held on items copied off
cable TV and work on awashout at the
Stone Mountain RR.

The Meeting was adjourned at 1359.

A historical video and avideo of UPBig
Boys was shown.

The President’s Corner

At the end of my column last month, | mentioned Rick’ ssignaling project on his
layout and how itwaskind of hard. We' vemadeal ot moreprogress, and hopeful ly
by the time his next (and last for this season) session rolls around, those of you
who operate on his pike will see the benefits of afull-CTC signal system on the
D&W side. Just remember, stop at ared signal. Go with any other color present!

Y ou’ ve probably seen model railroad magazines from the past where advanced
model erswereinterfacing computerstotheir layouts. Evenwithmy electronicsand
computer background, it always seemed a daunting task to me. Y ou had to build
your own circuit boards for each signal and switch, and also all the I/O (input/
output) boards for the computer.

I’ veal sogot copi esof aseriesof articleswrittenin 1992in M odel Railroader about
building an APB (Absolute Permissive Block) signal system using custom made
circuit boards. Rather than using a computer, this system used dedicated logic
circuits, and in many wayswas closer to areal APB system. The drawback was,
of course, buildingall thecircuit boardsand then hookingthemuptoyour signals.
Block detectionwasstill required, and thisrequired evenmorecircuit boards. Once
again, | viewed it astoo tediousto really consider.

Itwasthearrival of softwarelike IMRI and afew other packagesthat really opened
things up, especially with DCC becoming more and more prevalent. We are now
toapoint wheresignalingalayout iscomparatively easy when contrasted against
the past methods. But were it not for those pioneers like Bruce Chubb who
envisionedtheoriginal computer tolayout interface, thingsmay not haveevolved
theway they did. And who would have thought that some of the best softwareto
control alayout would be absol utely free? We may complain alot about the state
of theworld, but the Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) movement hasbeen
agreat benefittothemodel railroading hobby. Andby theway, C/MRI isaliveand
well, and companies still build boardsfor it. It also interfaces nicely to IMRI.

Andwhileyouthink that signaling isall that IMRI can do, keep in mind that this
isjust onefacet of the program. One of the other primary componentsis Decoder
Pro (ascompared to Panel Pro) that allowsyouto programyour DCClocomotives
and stationery decoderswithrelative ease. Adjusting all those CV valuesby hand
isvirtually impossible with amodern sound-equipped locomotive. Some purists
(Bob!) still keep trying to doit by hand, but even those peopleeventually give up
and come to the dark side!

One of the things that are so valuable about Decoder Pro isthe ability to save a
locomotive' s configuration to afile on the computer. That way, if it gets messed
up in some way, you can just restore the last good configuration. Another facet
of this capability isto “clone” alocomoative's configuration to another one. This
isvery handy with diesdls, especially with anidentical manufacturer and model.
You only need make the settings once and then use that locomotive's file to
program the next one.

Doug




track for ahigh-speedintercity passenger
rail connectiontopointseast and/or south.
The flyover is aso a first step toward
future CREATE projects that would cut
delaysonMetra sSouthwest Serviceline,
accordingto Lipinski.

The crossing sees 78 Metra trains, 46
freight trainsand 14 Amtrak trainsdaily.
“Withall thattraffic, itisunavoidabl ethat
we have conflicts and delays,” Lipinski
said.

CN GetsGood
Effort Marksin
EJ& E use

TheCanadian National Railway hasmade
a good start communicating with towns
alongtheEJ& Erailroad, but there’ sroom
for improvement, a federal audit con-
cludes, according to the Daily Herald.
And, it says, municipalitiesthat have not
yet struck deal swithCN arecritical of how
it's handling the transition.

The U.S. Surface Transportation Board
hired consultants HDR Engineering to
survey townsto seeif CN waslivingupto
conditionsregul atorsimposedontherail -
road when they approved its purchase of
thesmaller EJ& Ein2008.

Themerger will easefreight congestionin
Chicago by moving trains from CN'’s
crowded tracks to the underused EJ& E,
Canadian National argued and the STB
agreed. Thedecisionangeredtownsaong
the EJ&E that feared extra trains would
leadtomorenoise, safety problems, traffic
and environmental issues.

Theconsultants' report rel easedthisweek
states “CN has initiated extensive com-
munication with the affected communi-
ties” that in most instances “has been
consistent with the board’ s conditions.”

CN hassigned mitigationagreementswith
21townsalongtheEJ& Einwhichitfunds
fixesfor noiseand safety concerns. Thir-
teen towns are holding out and of those,
seven responded to the survey.

Onthequestionof traindelays, amajority
of the seven towns said CN had not noti-
fied their police or fire dispatcherswhen
crossingswereblocked by atrainfor more
than 10 minutes. With the exception of
Deer Park, most municipalities also said
CN had not given them an emergency
response plan. But a majority noted CN
had provided their emergency dispatch-
ing departmentswithamonitor toseereal -
timetrainlocations.

HDR noted CN needs to follow through
on giving towns copies of emergency
response plans, providing moreinforma-
tiononhow it’ sworkingwithmunicipali-
ties regarding quiet zones and notifying
authorities about train blockages.

Thisisthefirst of several reportsonCN’s
performance

Railway Age - 3-18-10

NS& KCSview
| mprovementson
Meridian Speedway

Senior executives from Kansas City
Southern and Norfolk Southern recently
made their annual inspection trip across
the Meridian Speedway to seethe capital
improvements that have been made to
increasecapacity andimprovetransit over
thelinefrom Shreveport, La.toMeridian,
Miss., KCSNews, the company newslet-
ter, reports.

In May 2006, KCS and closed on ajoint
ventureto increase capacity and improve
serviceontheline, whichisanimportant
directrail connectionfor movingrail traf-
fic between the southeast and southwest
U.S. Thejoint ventureinvolvesthecontri-
bution of KCS' 320-mile line between
Meridian and Shreveport tothejoint ven-
turecompany, MSLLC,andanNSinvest-
ment of $300 millionincash, substantialy
all of which isbeing used for capital im-
provementsto theline.

To date, Centralized Traffic Control has
been installed on 250 miles; 281,000 ties
have beeninstalled; 100 milesof rail has
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been relayed; more than 100 crossings
havebeenrehabilitated; surfacing, includ-
ing ballast renewal and undercutting, has
takenplaceover 240 milesand 1,500joints
havebeeneliminated. Inaddition, bridges
have been rebuilt and sidings have been
constructed or extended.

Over thenext 12to 18 months, additional
capacity projectswill becompletedanda
planned maintenanceprogramwill ensure
that capacity and service benefits are
maintained.

“K CSispleasedwithour partnershipwith
NSandwiththeprogressboth partiessaw
on the ling,” said Mike Haverty, KCS
chairmanand chief executiveofficer.“ The
improvementswe' vemadearebenefiting
customersusingthisveryimportanttrans-
continental corridor. This partnership is
another key elementinKCS' overall strat-
egy to develop the franchise, not only
north and south, but east and west.

Railway Age 3-24-10

Public hearing on
Ogden Ave over CN
(EJ& E) held.

By 2014, the Illinois Department of
Transportation hopes to start separating
therailroad crossing at Ogden Avenuein
Aurora, l11., the Sun-Times Media Group
reports. But at this early stage, officials
aren’t certainjust how they’ regoingtodo
it.

That'swhy IDOT heldthefirstinaseries
of public meetings on the issue, looking
for input and ideas from the people who
live and work near the crossing.

Ogden Avenue is one of the most well-
traveled crossings aong the Elgin, Joliet
and Easternrail line, whichwaspurchased
last year by Canadian National Railway.
Atlast count, in 2008, the Ogden Avenue
crossing saw roughly 36,400 carstrundle
over it eachday. Thepossihility of traffic



backups there led the federal Surface
Transportation Board to demand the
crossing beseparated, and that CN would
pay 67 percent of the cost. The railway
company has challenged that order in
court, but the case has not had a hearing.

Currently, CN sends about 16 trains per
day over thosetracks. However, thecom-
pany has announced plans to up that
figureto 40 per day by 2012. Withthatin
mind, IDOT hasset upamulti-year sched-
ule, one of which could see the crossing
completed by 2015 or 2016. Accordingto
Project Engineer Jessica Feliciano, the
differencemight bewhether IDOT builds
an overpass or an underpass.

Anoverpass, forwhichIDOT wouldbuild
anew road over therailroadtracks, would
take between one and two yearsto build.
An underpass, which would see a new
railroad bridgebuilt over Ogden Avenue,
could take two to three years. IDOT has
not estimated costs for either option,
Felicianosaid.

Felicianosaid IDOT planstwomorepub-
licmeetings, oneinthesummerandonein
thefall, beforefinalizing plans.

Editor: URS Chicago is the design
engineer for this project. Rail issues
will be handled by our Decatur office.
We are on an expedited schedule to
determine method and costs and then
prepare final plans.

| llinoismovesin up-
gradefor HrSR.

Illinoisisaready investing to make way
for a high-speed rail system expected to
spread across the Midwest and hasten
commutes between its mgjor cities, The
Christian Science Monitor reports. The
projects are in preparation for the $2.6
billion President Obama promised the
MidwestinJanuary tomodernizeitstrans-
portation network with high-speed rail.
That money ispart of alarger $11-billion
high-speed rail package made available
through the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act.

StatelawmakersintheMidwest havejobs
ontheir mind.

Last week Gov. Pat Quinn announced
$133 millioninfedera stimulusfundsto
build arailroad “flyover” in Englewood,
oneof Chicago’ spoorest neighborhoods.
Itwill untangletheexistingMetra, Amtrak,
and freight tracks there so they can con-
nect with afuture high-speed rail line.

Federal officias
saidtheprojectis

expectedtocreate  Amitrale:
1,446j0bs.

Governor Quinn

ismaking high-speedrail projectsacom-
ponent of plansto get the state — which
hasa$13-billiondeficit—back intofinan-
cially sound shape. Illinois is set to re-
celve $1.2 billion in stimulus money for
building the Chicago-St. Louis corridor,
whichQuinnsayswill create6,00011linois
jobs.

Another project getting under way to
preparefor high-speedrail inlllinoisisthe
renovation of Chicago’s Union Station,
the85-year-old historicfacility locatedin
theheart of downtown. Last month Amtrak
petitioned severa architectural and real
estate firms in Chicago and on the East
Coast for ideas on how to redevelop the
building, which serves both Metra and
Amtrakrail lines. It expectstoannouncea
winner by the end of May.

Theannouncement was seen asaway for
Amtrak to prepare for how to deal with
servingasahubfor high-speedrail across
theMidwest. Whileit’ suncertainhowthe
stationwill fitinto plans, thefacility needs
anupgrade, especially becauseitisknown
for being overcrowded during rush hour.

“Union Station isthe gateway to the city
of Chicago,” saysK evinBrubaker, deputy
director of theEnvironmental Law & Policy
Center, which has been promoting high-
speed rail for severa years. “Thisisthe
timefor usto carefully study itsprosand
cons.”

Brubaker says that whatever facility is
used as the central hub to the Midwest’s
high-speed rail system, it will probably
servefive million peopleaday.

“This is the time for us to open up the
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processto get theseideason thetablefor
whereand how thestation thatisgoingto
have five million peoplein and out of it,
candoit most effectively anddoitright,”

he says.

Thehigh-speedrail linespromisedfor the
Midwest includefive corridors: Chicago
to St. Louis, Chicago to Milwaukee,
Milwaukee to Madison, Chicago to
Pontiac, Mich., and
Cincinnati toCleveland.

Becausehigh-speedrail
isconsidered moreeffi-
cientandinvolvesmini-
mal pollution, environ-
mental groups hope the initia start-up
investment leadsto continuedinvestment
by the federal government and everyone
else, so that progress on high-speed rail
doesn’t stall.

Via Railway Age - 3-19-10

Editor: My employer, URS
Corporation, is the program manager
for all of the Amtrak work under the
recent funding package. Over the past
3 weeks our survey crews have been
working in Union Sation and all yard
facilities surveying the existing track
and structures. Work isto start asa
design-build contract around the
middle of April. Most of the track will
be rebuilt, turnouts upgraded and
some building work will be completed.
It is always interesting how the note
jobs are created - actually our 20 some
people assigned to the project are
already employed and thus assigned to
the project, just like any other project,
and URS has not hired anyone new for
the work. The only work to occur will
be the DB contractor work and there
some jobs will be union jobs and thus
bring in some employees that may have
been, or have not been, working.



High-speed rail
picksup speed in
|Ilinois

I1linois Secretary of Transportation Gary
Hannig meet April 1with Union Pacific
officials in Omaha, Neb., to talk about
using the freight company’srail line for
high-speed trains heading from Joliet to
St. Louis.

“Wewant to makesurethat wecangetthe
trainstoarriveanddepart ontime,” hesaid
ataJoliet Regionad Chamber of Commerce
luncheon at Harrah's Casino. “We also
need a commitment from Union Pacific
that those tracks will be maintained and
thatwecanrun110mphhigh-speedrail up
and down theline.”

The Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion and Union Pacific will haveto work
out an agreement on signals and dis-
patching issues, too, Hannig added. The
federal government hasgivenlllinois$1.1
billion to get the project moving. The
high-speedrail will stretchfrom Chicago
to St. Louis with several stops aong the
way. Thefirst stop out of Chicagowill be
inJoliet.

High-speed trainswill use Canadian Na-
tional freightlinesfrom Chicagoto Joliet,
but Union Pacific linesfrom Joliet to St.
Louis, said Joliet City Manager Tom
Thanas.

Thanas said he was happy to hear the
projectismoving forward. “1 think it will
open up tremendous economic develop-
ment opportunitiesfor downtown Joliet,”
hesaid. “ Companiesmakemoney by sav-
ing time.” Thanas said businesses will
want to locate near the high-speed rail
line, which could mean moredevel opment
and jobs for the city.

IDOT wantsto havethe line up and run-
ning by 2012, Hannig said. Initially there
will be five trains on the line with a pos-
sible expansion to eight. Hannig said the
trains will run at 110 mph at first then
increaseto 220.

Editor: Interesting, the last sentence
anyway. You cannot run trains at 220
mph on a line that handles freight at

50 mph. Curves that will be designed
for 110 mph will begin to have
problems when you handle freight at
an average of 50 mph. When you set
superelevation for the higher speed
and run lower speed you wear the low
rail due to the weight. In order to ever
have 220 mph trains on the S. Louis
corridor they will be on a separate
alignment with no at-grade highway
or rail crossings and a totally fenced
right-of-way. As noted in previous
comments by your Editor, it has been
some 7 years to get one segment up to
110 mph and doing the entire route in
1.5 years will probably not happen.
The EISwill start first and will take at
least a year to complete before any
changes are started.

Rail News:

1C 6071, the SD40 test-bed body- the one
onan SD35frame, wassitting at theloco-
motivetrack inthe CN yardin Decatur on
Masrch 18. Thenumberboardshavebeen
removed and“ETF” stenciled onthefuel
tank. This unit is being moved to the
Monticello Railway Museum, which has
acceptedthe CN’ sdonation of the6071to
MRM’s collection. Another IC unit is
saved. ViaBruce Bird and John Roma

In testimony before the House Appro-
priationsCommittee, Amtrak President Joe
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Boardman asked for $446 million addi-
tional to the $2.1 billion Amtrak has al-
ready requested for Fiscal Year 2011, so
that therailroad may begin adding to and
replacingitslocomotiveandcar fleet. Mr.
Boardman said that Amtrak islooking to
acquire 334 new locomotives and 1,200
new cars over the next several years. In
histestimony, Mr. Boardman noted that,
“Between2002and 2008, Amtrakincressed
itsridership 32 percent without buying a
singlepieceof newrollingstock... That's
a remarkable accomplishment, but one
that cannot be sustained indefinitely.

Trains Magazine reported that Montana
will lease the Otter Creek cod tracts to
ArchCoal,whichitsaidwill clear theway
for construction of the 106-mile Tongue
River Railroad over thenext several years.
The Surface Transportation Board gave
approval in 2007 for construction of the
railroad, thecost of whichisexpectedtotal
approximately $550 million. BNSFwill
operateitstrainsover theline. (Editor: To
give you an idea how long a project can
take, inAugust 1997 | visitedthislinewith
other URS personnel along with Carter
BurgessEngineeringto plantheline. Per-
mitting, funding, STB approval and pur-
chase of right of way has taken thislong
to get the project going. At that time the
estimate was somewhere around $300
millionfortheproject.)
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