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ComingEvents

April 19, 2009

Danville, L -Monthly Chapter Mesting
at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant, 1: 00PM

May 2, 2009

Annual Chapter rail tripto Chicago area-
check out planson page4 of thisissue. L et
Allen Cooke know if you plan to attend.
Also, will need car-poolsfor riders.

April 18, 2009

Danvillg, IL - Chicagoand Easternlllinois
Railroad Historical Society annual meet-
ing, DanvilleAreaCommunity College, 10
AM to 9 PM, display tables, tour from 1-
4PM, dinner at Jocko'sat 5:30and annual
meeting starting at 7:00 PM.

Apr 18-19, 2009

Decatur - Decatur TrainFair 2009. Decatur
Civic Center. Sponsored by the Decatur
Mt. Zion& SouthernMode Railroad Club.
Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4. Admission$4

May 3, 2009

Wheaton - Great Midwest Train, Toy &
Hobby Show. DuPage County Fair-
grounds. County Farm Road and
Manchester. 9:30-3
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Next M eeting

Our next meetingwill beheld Sunday,
April 19 at Jocko's Depot Restaur ant,
Williamsand Gilbert Street, beginning
at1:00PM.

The Urbana Train Show is over for an-
other year and we made $275, most on
popcorn. Themachineisfully paidforand
thusthisisaround 95% profit (haveto buy
ail, corn and bags). Wewant to thank all
that showed up at Urbanato help plusbuy
fromdesalers. Theshowwasalittlesmaller
thisyear sincethegroup could not usethe
large portion of themall. In addition, the
local newspaper did not runthearticlefor
publicity. Withother newspapers, WCIA-
TV and WHM Sradio doing their part we
still hadagood crowd. Eachyear, for more
years than they want to count, Larry
Prosser and John High have set up a
layout. Over the years they have had
many helpers and from photosthey, like
all of us, havegainedmoregray hair. This
year was their last setup for display and
the portable layout will be dismantled.
John islooking toward building alayout
at homeand Larry isdiscussing building
aswitching layout.

Asnotedinthelastissue Allen Cookehas
set up a trip to Chicago to ride Metra
trains. The date is Saturday, May 2, and
scheduleislisted on page 4. If departing
fromDanvilleyouneedtobeto Cooke's15
minutes prior tothedeparturetimelisted.
If you want to meet at Rossvillelet Allen
know and they can stop ontheway north.

The last spring operating session was
heldon April 4. InMay weneedto get the
museum ready for summer opening. Bob
G. wantstoget theskirting changed onthe
layout and thus we need to plan a work
session to get this done. The rest of the
building will need cleaning and the out-
side needstrash picked up. A datewill be
set at the April meeting.

TheDVD programthismonthwill bethe
last daysof theDuluth, Missabeand Iron
Range Railroad. Member Al Hintz is a
DM&IRfanandisintheprocessof start-
ing amodel railroad patterned after the
DM&IR. HehasfurnishedthisDVDfor us
to see.

Danville Chapter,
NRHS

Minutes - 3/15/9

Vice President Sherrill opened the meet-
ing.

The secretary's report was approved .
The Treasurer’ sreport showed $2005.07
inthecheckingaccountand $4735.56ina
CD.

Old Business

TheUrbanaTrainshow will beMarch 28
& 29. Popcornwill besold.

New Business

The spring trip was moved to May 2™,
RidesontheRock Island and Milwaukee
West lines of Metra are planned.

J.D. Cooke talked about some short line
railroads he had riddenin Florida.

The meeting was adjourned at 1359.

Mary Kay Bruns tells of
life growing up in rail
depot

At the club meeting on January 18, Mary
Kay Brunsof Danvilletalked about grow-
ing up in a Milwaukee Road depot in
Wisconsin. She also brought artifacts
fromtheperiodandvideofrom8mmhome
movies.

Thedepot wasin South Wayne, Wis., 47
miles from Janesville on the branch line
between JanesvilleandMineral Point. Her
father wasthe agent at the station and the
family lived upstairsat thedepot. During
WWII, her mother becametheagentwhile
her father wasin service. Mary Kay lived
inthedepot 1944-57.

During thistime period therewas adaily
passenger train on the branch that made
theround trip from Janesvilleto Minera
Point and return. A local freight also
worked theroute. For awhile Mary Kay
rode the passenger train 19 mileswest to
Darlington for her piano lessons, return-

ing on the eastbound train.



The President’s Cor ner

Sorry that | missed my column last month. Thetimejust got away from me, and when Rick asked about it | had no topicin
mind. So to start this month, | wanted to follow up on the Chapter business that | brought up in my last column.

For thosethat haven't attended thel ast two meetings, wedid get theflat screen TV/DV D combo and it hasworked very well
so far. Thisexpenditure did cut into the donations received thisyear, and asindicated | will defer my compensation for the
DCC equipment aslong asit takes to build up funds again. | do recognize that members who contributed to the DCC fund
actually want some ownership stakein the system, and when | take my $1K cut that will be areality.

| have not done much on the website issue, and quite frankly thisis how it may die. | just don’t see the need or have the
motivation to work on anew host. Any cost above $35 per year is an increase for this service, and while cheap hosting is
available, there’ s no point in putting up awebsite that hasn’t seen updatesin along time. A stale siteis often worse than
adead site. Evenif wedon't have asite, thee-mail addresswill still work and perhapswe can just link to it off the C& EI HS
site. The two organizations are somewhat overlapped asit is, and thiswould just be another aspect of the symbiosis.

Thisleadsto the second half topic, which istechnology and our hobby. Asmost of you reading thisknow, I’ m the resident
“geek” intheclub. Thingslike DCC, computers, radios, telephonesand signals, of course, arewhat keep meinterested. It was
DCCthat got meback intothemodel hobby. And| think Rick’ slayout benefited fromthisaswell, sincel’ ve spent moretime
on his basement floor in recent months that | would careto tally!

It does please me to help those not so inclined with the tech aspects of the hobby, but at times| wonder if somethings are
worth it. Several peoplereceive benefit from my ATCS Monitor setup because | can serve the dataout to others. However,
arecent attempt to re-activate the audio stream for Danvillerailroad scanner traffic did not receive much interest, and since
the computer wasreally too old and slow for thetask, | shut the whol e thing down. It’ slike that with the Chapter website as
well. Everyone can say they want it, but in reality it’s not as popular as we might think.

Astimemoveson | can only hope that some younger memberswill pick up on the geek stuff and then I’ll have some peers
to discussthingswith. I’ ve never put atrain video up on Y ouTube, but there' sall kinds of stuff thereif you know whereto
look. I view technology asameansto anend, just likeslidefilm and radio scannerswereto earlier generations of fans. Don’t
be afraid of it, but aso know your limitations. There are some people who will never have acomputer, and that’ s probably

best for everyone!

D
| Doug

The depot was a couple blocks from the
center of town, next to several industries
that were served by the railroad. The
depot had an office, waiting room, and
freight area. The upstairs apartment had
abedroom, kitchen, parlor andanareathat
served asthe children’ sbedroom. Origi-
nally there was an outhouse, athough
indoor plumbing was later added.

The movies portrayed everyday events
that occurred at the depot. The platform
and surrounding areas served as play
areas for the children. The piano was
housed in the waiting room, which was
not well used by passengers.

A lot of effort was spent by Mary Kay in
preparing the presentation. The effort
wasgreatly appreciated and the program
was greatly enjoyed by attendees.

CSXT commemor atesfirst Genset in
l1linois

Next week, CSX Transportation will unveil thefirst Genset locomotiveto bebasedin
Ilinois. TheClassl will conduct aceremony March 17 at thelL aSalle Street MetraStation
in Chicago to commemorate the “ green” locomotive event.

CSXT will bethefirst railroad to base GensetsinI1linois. Thelocomotivescan reduce
nitrous oxide and particulate matter emissions by 80 percent, and carbon dioxide
emissions by up to 50 percent, and cut fuel usage compared with a conventional
switcher, the Class| said in an announcement. Therailroad plansto usefive GenSets
in various lllinois operations this year.

CSX Caorp. Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer Michael Ward; CSXT
ExecutiveVicePresident and Chief Operating Officer Tony Ingram; Chicago Depart-
ment of Transportation Commissioner Thomas Byrne; and city of Riverdale Mayor
ZenoviaEvanswill speak at the ceremony and discussrail’ s environmental benefits.

Progressive Railroading 3-12-09



Metrolink Engineer
let railfan operate
train

The Metrolink engineer involved in the
Sept. 12, 2008 Chatsworth, Calif., train
crashhadearlier allowedateenagedrailfan
accessto thelocomotive cab, overseeing
him as the railfan piloted the train, and
planned to do so again the day of the
accident, whichkilled25andinjured 130,
accordingtotheNational Transportation
Safety Board.

NTSB Tuesday provided a transcript of
text messagestoandfrom operator Robert
Sanchez, whowaskilled ashistrainrana
redsignal andcollidedwithaUnionPacific
freight train. The messages revea that
Sanchez had allowed one text-message
correspondent to ride in the locomotive
cab afew days before the incident.

Officials said Sanchez sent and received
57 text messages while on duty that day,
including one sent by him 22 seconds
before histrain collided withthe UP con-
sist. NTSB said there was no sign of
mechanical error involvingtheMetrolink
train.

Railway Age 3-4-09

CN trainsto hit the
track on EJ& E line

CanadianNational Railway isexpectedto
roll out its first trains on the EJ&E line
March 10, accordingtolocal newspapers.
The Times of Northwest Indiana reports
the first pair of trains is expected to run
between Mundelein, north of Chicago, to
Matteson, south of Chicago. CN saystwo
morepairswill beaddedtothat routeinthe
next several weeks.

Last month, Canadian National acquired
the principal lines of EJ& E Railway, in-
cluding 198 milesof mainlinetracksrun-
ning from Waukegan, 1ll., to Gary. CN
expects freight traffic on the rail lineto
more than triple in some portions of the
EJ&E, including those in Griffith, Gary,

ScherervilleandDyer.

Railroad Chief ExecutiveOfficer E. Hunter
Harrison sent aletter to the Griffith, Ind.,
Town Council dated March9. Hesaidthe
largeincreaseintraintrafficonthe EJ& E
outlined in CN’s operations plan would
likely not take place this year due to the
declining economy.

Via Railway Age 3-10-09

STB blesses NS/Pan
Am Railways
‘Patriot Corridor’
joint venture

Y esterday, the Surface Transportation
Board announced it approved the joint
control and ownership of Pan Am Southern
by Norfolk Southern Railway, Pan Am
Railways, and Pan Am subsidiaries the
Boston and Maine Corp. and Springfield
Terminal Railway Co.

The board — which imposed labor-pro-
tection and environmental conditionson
the deal — determined that the “ end-to-
end” transaction and related operational
agreements would produce “substantial
transportation benefits” to the New
England region.

“The transaction will not result in asub-
stantial lessening of competition, thecre-
ation of amonopoly, or arestraint of trade
in freight surface transportation in any
regionof theUnited States,” STB officials
said in their decision, adding that an up-
graded east-west mainline route would
significantly increase competition.

PA Swill operateabout 437 milesof track,
including an east-west Patriot Corridor
between points in New York and
Massachusetts, and a north-south sec-
tion between Vermont and Connecticut.
NSplanstoinvest $87.5millioninPASfor
infrastructureupgradestoimprovetraffic
flows and expand capacity.

In May 2008, NS and PAR announced
plans to form joint venture Pan Am
Southern and establish the Patriot Corri-
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dor,al155-milehigh-speedfreight-rail route
between Mechanicville and Ayer, Mass.
Thecorridorwill include281milesof PAR's
secondary and branch lines, including
trackage rights, in Connecticut,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New
Y orkandVermont.

Via Progressive Railroading 3-11-09

Michigan Seam
Festival

(March 24, 2009 - Owosso, MI) The
“World' s Most Famous Steam L ocomo-
tive” will travel fromit’ shomein Portland,
OR2500milestoOwosso, M1 forAmerica s
Largest Celebrationof RailroadinginJduly.
Southern Pacific steam locomotive no.
4449knownasthe Daylight” will appear
at TrainFestival 2009in Owosso, M1 July
23-26. The massive undertaking to orga-
nizethistrainisbeingjointly coordinated
by The Steam Railroading Institute of
Owosso, M1, The Friends of the 4449 of
Portland, OR and TheFriendsof the261 of
Minneapolis, MN.

TrainFestival 2009 is America’ sLargest
Celebration of Railroading and will in-
clude 8 steam locomotives under steam,
vintage and modern diesel/electric loco-
motives, various train rides, huge model
trainlayouts, miniaturetrainrides, art ex-
hibit, locomotive cab tours, railroad ven-
dorsand muchmore. Thisfamily eventis
being held asafund rai ser to keep operat-
ing Pere Marquette steam locomotiveno.
1225. Thislocomotiveownedby theSteam
Railroading Institute of Owosso, Ml is
duefor Federal Railroad Administration
re-certificationin2010. Thislocomotiveis
best known asthe steam |ocomotive por-
trayed in the animated movie“ The Polar
Express’.

The Southern Pacific Daylight no. 4449
will travel across country on an Amtrak
sponsored trip hauling thousands of pas-
sengerson thisrare excursion. Theloco-
motiveandtrainwill travel throughmany
cities along the way including Spokane,
Fargo, Minneapolis, Milwaukee, Chicago,



DANVILLE JUNCTION CHAPTER

SPRINGTRAINTRIP

May 2, 2009
SCHEDULE

STATION LEAVE STATION ARRIVE
Cooke Business Products 7:00AM MANTENO (McDonalds) 9:15AM
MANTENO(McDonalds) 9:25AM OAK FOREST 10:15AM
OAK FOREST (MetraStation) 10:55AM CHICAGO(LASALLE) 11.48AM
CHICAGO(UNION) 12:30 PM BENSENVILLE(**) 1:.03PM
BENSENVILLE 1:.03PM BELGIN 1.43PM
BELGIN 1.55PM BENSENVILLE 2:31PM
BENSENVILLE 2:31PM CHICAGO(UNION) 3:09PM
CHICAGO(LASALLE) 4:30PM OAK FOREST 5:20PM
OAKFOREST 5:30PM Cooke Business Products 8:00+PM

(**) You can get off at Bensenville if you want to photograph trains and not ride to the end of theline.

Ontheway back we will stop at Fuddruckersfor dinner.

andLansing. A specia excursionwill beoperatedonJuly 24
originating from TrainFestival 2009, tickets are available
online. Thelocomotivewill beondisplay duringtheeventfor
visitorsto photograph, visit with the crew aswell asexplore
the cab.

Southern Pacificno. 4449wasbuiltin1941 asaGS-4* North-
ern” typelocomotive. A 4-8-4wheel arrangement, sheis110'
long, 10'wideand 16'tall. Thelocomotiveand tender weighs
433tons, and it operateswith aboiler pressureof 300 psi. He
r eight 80" diameter drivers and unique booster truck can
apply 5,500 horsepower to therailsand exceed 100 mph.

Theonly remainingoperable” streamlined” steamlocomotive
of the Art Deco era, No. 4449 pulled the famous Southern
Pacific first class “ Daylight” passenger trains between Los
Angelesand San Francisco over the scenic Coast Route and
thenonto Portland until 1955. Retiredtostaticdisplay at Oaks
Park in 1958, most thought SP 4449 would never run again.

INn1974, shewassel ectedto pull the American Freedom Train
throughout the United States, and was subsequently rebuilt.
Southern Pacific no. 4449 ranfor threeyearsto thedelight of
over 30 million people. She is arguably one of the most
beautiful locomotivesever built — and kept that way by the
all-volunteer Friendsof SP4449!

More information and tickets are available online at
www.trainfestival 2009.comor by calling (989) 725-9464.

INRD rail lineto new mine

IndianaRail Road recently signed an agreement with Peabody
Energy toconstructab.2-mileindustrial spurtoservePeabody’ s
new Bear Run Mine in Sullivan County, Ind. — the largest
surfacecoal mineintheeastern United States, accordingtothe
500-mileregional.

Construction is expected to start after the Surface Transpor-
tation Board (STB) issues adeclaratory order on the project.
INRD submitted filingsto the STB in October 2008 and the
railroad’ s officials expect to complete the new line by early
2010.

Peabody plansto spend between $350millionand $400million
to develop the mine, which is expected to produce up to 8
milliontonsannually after 2010.

INRD will spend about $17 million to build the spur, and an
additional $5 million during the next two years to improve
infrastructureto accommodateincreasedtrafficvolumesgen-
erated by the mine.

“Peabody’ s investment is one of the most significant indus-
trial developmentsin Indianain this decade, and the largest
singlenew business opportunity ever awardedto Thelndiana
Rail Road,” said INRD President and Chief Executive Officer
Tom Hoback in aprepared statement. “We project that it will
increaseour current coal transportationvolumesby morethan
30 percent

Via Progressive Railroading 3-20-09



Simuluscash for
Amtrak meansjobs
In Beech Grove

Beech Grove facility beef-
ing up staff to handle
train-car project

From Indianapolis Sar

A $1.3billionfederal investmentin Amtrak
will trickle down to the Beech Grove
Amtrak maintenance facility, the White
House announced Friday.

The local facility, which employs about
500, will share$82millioninfederal stimu-
lus projects with another facility in
Delaware in order to fulfill an order to
rebuild or repair 68 stored or damaged
passenger train cars. The project could
mean upto 125 new jobsfor Amtrak here
and in Delaware. In Beech Grove, the
hiring has already begun.

A handful of machinists have been
brought back, and others should be hired
soon, said Mike Fisher, a 21-year em-
ployee who made the national spotlight
last year by sharing hiseconomicworries
with the Obamacampaign.

“1 know they arealready inthe process of
doing interviews and bringing a lot of
people back to work, including many of
my friends,” Fisher said. “We had been
told that possibly by the end of 2009, the
Beech Grovefacility could begonewith-
out this.”

Instead, this boost in business promises
to keep workers busy for the next two or
threeyears. U.S. Rep. Andre Carson, D-
Indianapolis, joined Vice President Joe
Biden for theannouncement in Washing-
ton. Biden saidthestimulusspending will
doublethesizeof Amtrak’ scapital spend-

ing.

“Over 28 million passengersride Amtrak
each year. That's about 500,000 passen-
gersaweek—or 80,000aday,” Bidensaid.
“For too long, we haven't made the in-
vestmentswe needed to make Amtrak as
safe, asreliable, assecureasit canbe. That
ends now.”

Many of the damaged cars have been
stored at theBeech Grovefacility, butlittle
work has been done because of alack of
funding. Once repaired, the cars will be
used to aleviate congested portions of
thesystemor tobeginnew services. Fisher
said the news will change the mood in
Beech Grove. “We' ve been down in the
dumps, thinking thefutureisnot bright at
al,” hesaid. “1 know thisstimulusmoney
is only good for two or three years, but
that givesustwoor threeyearstoget more
work in here and hopefully keep going.”

Friday the 13th
provesfatal for 3
Chicago Great

Western employees

FromJimL. Rueber

Somepeopleare superstitiousof ablack
cat crossing their path, walking under a
ladder, breakingamirror or onaFriday the
13th they are almost afraid to get out of
bed. Have you noticed that some hotels
don’'t have a 13th floor?

L ouisSmith, age50, aCGW ExtraGang
laborer working near Lincoln, lowa, was
hitching aride on Train No 61 on Friday
the 13th of June 1913, when it was in-
volvedinahead-oncollision at theNorth
edgeof MarshalltownlowawiththeNorth-
bound L ocal and Mr. Smith was crushed
to death in the wreckage.

EddieNedreau, 25yearsold,aCGW fire-
man, climbed upintothecab of Extra601
East onFriday the 13thof March 1914 and
waskilledat Stanley lowawhenhejumped
as the locomotive derailed and turnover
and the tender fell on top of him.

50yearslater totheday, Friday the 13th
of March1964, WilliamT.“Bill” Nish, 34
year oldCGW TrainDispatcher at Oelwein,
lowa, finished his 3rd trick assignment
that morning and went hometo start his2
days off and decided to go outside and
work on hisboat. Hewasfound dead in
hisdriveway shortly after from an appar-
ent heart attack.

It was well known in the dispatchers
office that Bill Nish was very supersti-
tious of the number 13 and would never
use it for the number of a train order,
instead skippingtoNo. 14. Healsowould
never changethe calendar if the next day
wasgoingtobethe13th, leavingitfor the
day dispatcher to change.

Maybe he had a premonition or some-
thing of what wasto come. Guesswewiill
never know.

Via Brass Switchkey

Chicago and Eastern
[llinois Historical
Society Annual Mest-
ing - DACC, Danville,
IL April 18, 2009.

No admission, display
and sale tables, tour of
abandon C&EI lines
around Danville from
1-4 PM, dinner at
Jocko's Depot Restau-
rant, a local railroad
theme restaurant and
annual meeting start-
ing at 7:00 PM




CN seeing benefits of
EJ& E Railway
acquisition

In just the past few weeks, Canadian
National Railway Co. has cut costs by
nearly 30%at ElginJoliet & EasternRailway
Co. sinceits controversial acquisition of
thefreight rail bypassthrough Chicago’'s
western suburbs closed Feb. 1, atop CN
executive said Wednesday.

“Wejust have awhole different philoso-
phy,” starting with a budgeting process
that startsfrom scratch rather than build-
ingon previousyear’ sfigures, said Keith
Creel, CN's executive vice-president of
operations, ataJ. P. Morgan Chase& Co.
transportation investors conference
Wednesday.

Buttheacquisition’ sreal payoff will come
when the economy recoversand CN will
be ableto route even moretraffic around
Chicagoto avoid downtown bottlenecks,
Mr. Creel said.

“The power of this acquisition is strate-
gic,” he said. “It's an opportunity to in-
crease speed, increase velocity and take
costs out. Long term, that's where the
whole opportunity is.”

West suburban officialshave been vocif-
erously expressing concerns about the
projected growth in rail traffic, which
started rolling throughtheir communities
on Tuesday.

“They’ve been very quick to rev up, but
they’re showing an utter disregard for
families in these communities along the
EJ&E,” said Karen Darch, village presi-
dent of Barrington, one of the suburbs
that the EJ& E intersects. Shesaid CN ran
two additional freight trains yesterday
and hastold her it plansto add four more
trainsaday within two weeks, morethan
doubling the previoustraffic level.

Mr. Credl madeclear that the EJ& Eiskey
to CN’ spursuit of longer trainsand faster
average speedstoimprovetheefficiency
of itsrail linesthroughout thecentral U.S.
and Canada.

“It gives us an interstate, so to speak,
around Chicago. Y ou jump on the inter-

stateonthenorthsideof thecity,” hesaid,
andinstead of it takingupto aday-and-a
half togetthroughthecity, “infourtofive
hours, we' re on the south side of thecity.
Today it's a powerful force; when the
economy comesback, itwill bekeyforus.”

That’ san apt analogy for critics, too, Ms.
Darchsaid. “It’ slikehavingasingle-lane
road through your town and somebody
turnsit into asuperhighway. That’swhy
the opposition is so strong, because we
do see they’re turning this into a super-
highway. The only real winner here is
CN.”

Editor: Lets see, who wasin the area
first, the subdivisions or the railroad.

Rail News

The UP railroad continues to butt heads
with the US Dept. of Homeland Security
about drugs found in railcars traveling
acrosstheborder from Mexico. Lawsuits
for $37millionincivil finesagainsttheUP
havebeenfiled by theUSDept. of Justice
last week. However, the UP first filed a
lawsuitagainst DHSinJuly 2008infederal
court in Nebraska, seeking the court’s
determinationthat thefederal government
unlawfully applied statuesrelativeto the
smugglingof illegal narcoticsfromMexico
in trains. The UP further noted that the
government and not the UP takes initial
control over railcarsentering the USplus
the government even penalizes the rail
company after the railroad finds drugs
that Customs missed intheir inspections.
Talk about abum rap.

WHITEROCK,B.C.-BNSFRailway plans
tobill landownersfor aslidethat covered
its line here last week, saying the land-
ownerstook actionsthat led to the slide,
White Rock’s Peace Arch News has re-
ported. The slide deposited 14-foot trees
onBNSF sSesttle-Vancouver, B.C.,route,
closingitfor two hours. Four yearsago, a
White Rock landscaper removed 33 ma-
turetreesfrom BNSF-owned land on be-
half of a developer who sought better
views from the homes on the develop-
ment. The landscaper had no permit to
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remove the trees, and local residents are
confidentthetreeremoval ledtotheslide.
“The situation is being investigated ...
and BNSFisplanningontaking action, as
this was rather costly due to the shut-
down of theline,” said BNSF spokesman
GusMelonas. “We are going after them;
wewill besubmittingabill.”

TRACKSAHEAD will befeatured on
WILL-DT, Channéd 12, on Sundaysat
5:00PM.Wedonot knowif thisisanew
seriesor arepeat of previousprograms.
Check it out.

Theft of railr oad

solar panels could

have caused train
accident

PULGA Cdlif.—Eight solar panelsand 16
large batteries used to store gathered
energy weretaken Thursday fromaUnion
PacificRailroadfacilityintheFeather River
Canyon. The removal of two complete
solar arrays caused a temporary but po-
tentially disastrous interruption in the
communicationand control systemof the
railroad, said Butte County sheriff’s Sgt.
Tony Borgman.

Railroad officialswereabletoisolatethe
problemaquickly, hesaid. Thelossof equip-
mentisestimated at $20,000. Officialsbe-
lievethetheft occurred early inthemorn-
ing, and involved multiple suspects. It's
also believed that thieves researched the
caper, likely making multipletripsto the
remote areato develop aplan.

The incident is the second solar panel
theft reported thisweek to authorities. On
Monday, operatorsof thenonprofit Chico
Community Observatory inupper Bidwell
Park saidthreepanel swerestolenoverthe
weekendfromanarray that suppliesall of
its electricity. In February, nearly four
dozen solar panels were stolen from the
roof of Little Chico Creek school. A sus-
pect was arrested in the case, and several
of the panel swererecovered. Authorities
think anall-terrainvehiclewasusedinthe
Union Pecific burglary Thursday.



Anyone who may have seen a vehicle
towingan ATV oratrailer Thursday inthe
areaof Camp Creek and Pulgaroads, off
Highway 70, is asked to call the Butte
County Sheriff at 538-7321.

Editor: One thing about windmills - no
oneis going to steal one.

Grand EIlk Railroad
officially takes over
oper ation of freight
line Wednesday(4/1)

by Chris Wheelock | Soecial to the
Kalamazoo Gazette

KALAMAZOO — Therumbleof thelo-
comotivediesel enginesisdistinctiveand
loud. At the far end of Botsford Yard on
MillsStreet,asmall crewisworkingonone
of 19 tracksthat feed therail yard.

Nine of them are out of service because
they'rein need of repair.

Starting Wednesday, a small start-up,
freight-line railroad — the Grand Elk
Railroad — will officially come to life.
Grand Elk, whichtakesitsnamefromthe
123-mile route from Grand Rapids to
Elkhart, Ind., has been running freight in
a caretaker mode for rail giant Norfolk
Southern for several weeks now.

It swhat' sknownasashortlineinrailroad
parlance—aClassll| carrier by thefederal
government’ sdefinition, earning $28 mil-
lion or lessin annual revenue.

General manager Rodney Gordonandhis
54 employeeshavealot of work ahead of
them to make anearly $9 million invest-
ment pay off for parent company, Watco
Transportation Services Inc., based in
Pittsburg, Kan.

“It'sgoing really well,” Gordon said Fri-
day from his office across from thetrain
depotindowntownKalamazoo. “ Thefirst
week wasalittleshaky becausetheamount
of work that wasl eft here. ... We regetting
better aswe go.”

The prospect of 58 jobswith therailroad
brought 3,600 applicants when hiring
started in mid-February. Grand Elk isa
nonunionrailroad. Gordonsaidithasonly
three more workersto bring on board —
individuals who have already been se-
lected — but it will do so during the next
twoweekswhenthings* calmdownabit.”

Conductor Levi Stevenson, of Portage,
relocated hisfamily back herefromIdaho
after ayear and a half to take one of the
very first jobs offered.

ThePortagenativemovedtoldahototake
ajob with Watco.

“It’ shumbling, to be honest,” Stevenson
said, “especially in this economy. My
wife sextremely happy. | likethestability
that comeswithiit.”

Stevenson said hiswife, who' soriginally
from Utah, is very close with his family
here.

Grand Elk hasanambitiousplantoreplace
20,000 railroad ties on the track between
Kaamazoo and Grand Rapids by theend
of August. Gordon said the condition of
the track limits train speeds to 10 mph
throughthat sectionuntil repairsaremade.
Thegoal istomaketherepairsby summer’s
end sothespeed can beincreased through
the section to 25 mph.

Grand Elk alsoneedstoreplaceabridgein
Portage where the track runs through
Celery Flats. Thebridge' scondition cur-
rently limitstrainweightto 273,000 pounds.
Theindustry standardis 286,000 pounds.

Gordon wants to have the bridge work
completed by October. Numerous road
crossingsal so need attention, work thatis
being coordinated through the Michigan
Department of Transportation and local
municipalities.

Gordon saysGrand Elk’ sbusinessmodel
isrealistic, with the expectation that the
economy will pick upin2010. For now, the
railroad has lowered its forecast for this
year from 22,000 rail cars of freight to
between 18,000 and 20,000 cars.

“We wouldn’'t have come to West
Michiganif wethought it wasgoingto be
a long-haul recession,” Gordon said.
“With alternative energy coming, if you

7

want to haul windmills, the best way to
haul themisonatrain. If youwant tofind
different ways to haul anything ... we
know thetrain’sthe way to go.”

Rail Projects

by Rick Schroeder

Withmy retirement, and now workingfor
URS as a "temporary employee”, | have
not beeninvolvedinmany of the projects
that are still under way.

We have been assigned projectsin Ohio
by CSX aspart of thegovernment'sstimu-
lus package. Theformer B& O linehas 8
overhead roadway bridgesthat werebuilt
by the B& O and are maintained by CSX.
With funding from the federal and state
stimuluspackagestherailroad will replace
the bridges along with raising aW&LE
bridge. Thisispart of the National Corri-
dor that CSX has underway to increase
clearances from Baltimore to Ohio. We
have 3 months in which to prepare the
projects for construction and are using
our Akron officein coordination with the
Decatur officeto completethework.

A project that | will manageisarail study
in Clay and Vigo County, Indiana. This
involves 12 miles of line to the abandon
Chinook Mine, | ocated southwest of Brazil.
ThelndianaRail Road owns6 milesand 6
milesareonmineproperty. Out of service
for over 10 years we will, as part of an
overall project to determinefeasibility of
locating industry on the mine site, deter-
minethe cost to bring theline back up to
standardsfor rail access. By thetimeyou
read this we should have completed our
walking tour of theline.

The other project | still manage is the
CREATE WAZ11 Dolton Interlocking
project in Dolton. Thisprojectison hold
pending the CSX/NS agreement for the
"bottletrain" movement. Thisproject will
change track alignments and add cross-
oversonCSX, IHB andtheUPpluselimi-
nate Dolton Tower.



