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On April 5th, Chapter members and friends pause after the return trip on the South Shore for a group photo at the
Hegewisch station. See article on page 4 for an account of the trip. Photo by Doug Butzow



ComingEvents

April 20, 2008

Danvillg I L -Chapter monthly meetingat
Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant, Williamsand
Gilbert Street, lunch at 1:00, meeting
and programtofollow.

April 19-20, 2008

Decatur, IL - Decatur Train Fair at the
Decatur Civic Center, downtown 10-5 &
10-4.

April 26, 2008

Watseka, IL - Chicagoand Easternlllinois
Railroad Historical Society annual meet-
ing at theWatsekaDepot. 10AM to 9 PM
Display tables, tour of former C& El lines,
dinner and annual meeting. Contract Bob
M. or Rick S.for moredetails.

April 26 & 27, 2008

Arcola, IL - Makin' Tracks Train Show at
Rockome Gardens, southwest of Arcola.
10-4 each day.

May 11, 2008

Wheaton, IL - Great Midwest Train Show,
DuPage County Fairgounds9:30-3, $7

June 28-29, 2008

Galeshurg, IL - Annual Railroad Dayswith
displays and train show.

Next M eeting

Thenext meeting will be held Sunday,
April 20,2008 at Jocko'sDepot Restau-
rant, Williamsand Gilbert Street, begin-
ningat 1:00PM.

The Spring Model Railroad show at Ur-
bana was a success for the Chapter as
popcorn sales went very well again. We
have paid off the machine and now will
just haveexpenseof supplies. Atthesame
timewewill berenting out themachineto
other groups and thus continuing the
income. In addition to the popcorn we
sold items that had been donated by the
Fred Hubbard estate in addition to the
magazinecollection. Bob G. didagreatjob
selling some complete boxes of maga
zZines.

Themonth of May isapproachingandwe
need to start cleanup of the depot at
Rossville. We are actually amonth away
fromopeningweekendwith holiday start-
ing on May 24. Theitemsfrom thetrain
show need to be put away, the rooms
cleaned up and the train layout setup for
operation during the weekends. In addi-
tion the exterior needs to be cleaned up
fromthewinter winds. A work day will be
discussed at this meeting and a date set.

The Spring Rail Trip was a success, see
thearticleinthisissue. Weneed someone
tostepforward and continuethework that
Allen has done planning atrip for 2009.

Program will be vintage slides by Rick
Schroeder.

Got alot of french fries?

GALESBURG,lII.-Anattempted weekend bur glary of ar efriger ated boxcar carrying
ketchup left amess; theburglar or burglars, apparently frustrated by thecar’s
contents, sprayedtheinterior withtheketchup, theAssociated Pressreported. The
car waspar ked behind Railr oad Refriger ation Services. Thebur glary wasdiscover ed
Satur day night. Policesaid noketchup wasstolen.

April 8 via TRAINSOn-Line
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Electronic
Newsletter

If youwant toready your newsl etter early,
that is before the post office deliversiit,
and save the chapter some postage (go-
ing to $.42 in May), send Doug Nipper
(sigmtrl[at]cbpnet.net) your Email ad-
dressandyouwill gettoreadearly andin
color.

Editor

Danville Chapter, NRHS
Minutes
3/9/8

Themeeting wascalled to order at 1404.

TheTreasurer’ sreport showsthefollow-
ing balances:

Checking $1608.63

Savings $4530.25
Tota $6138.88
Old Business

The Urbana railroad show is scheduled
fortheweekendof 15-16. TheChapterwill
have a booth selling various items and
POPCORN.

Thetripisscheduled for 4/5 to the South
ShoreRR. Membersmay meet at 7:30 at
Cooke Business Products. Pickups will
also be made along IL 1 with advance
notice.

New Business
Thesummer iscoming (eventually).

The Meeting was adjourned.

Thanksto Allen for the notes as the sec-
retary was out of town.



The President’s Corner

At the last operating session at Rossville, the last for the season in effect since
the April session hasbeen cancelled, wehad alatebreakfast up at the L& M diner
in Hoopeston and | wasdistressed to learnthat thislittle eatery will be closed for
atimewhileone of the proprietorshaskneesurgery. Infact, thereissomechance
that it won’t re-open sincethebrothersand onewifethat runitwanttoretire. This
isaclassicoldtimelunch counter, andthefoodisexcellent. Theonly thing better
would beto haveit next totherailroad tracks! Rick usedto eat therewhen hewas
working many years ago on the Hoopeston waste treatment plant. Allen and he
both know the brothers, Larry and Mick, fromtheir daysinthe Army Reserveas
cooks. Itwill most certainly be acultural lossto Hoopeston when this place does
close. We can only hope it goes on a couple more years....

In the drive up there, Doug Butzow mentioned something about the L& N that |
had forgotten. Theex-CE& | under their tenurewasnot very busy, and sometimes
they would line up atrain “at noon for one that would come though at 6 PM”. |
remember looking out my parents’ kitchen window as ayouth and in the winter
months | could see the northbound signal at the original RA Jct. just south of
Poland Rd. | could easily spot the“ green eye” abovethetreesof the northbound
signal off thethen#2 main (now#1), and at timesit wouldindeed belined for many
hours before the train would show.

Inmy senior year at DHS, | usedtowalk homeearly if theweather wasniceinthe
spring of 1980. If noreason existed to detour to North Y ard, | would get uponthe
old NYC at Fairchild St. and walk up to Winter Ave. where | climbed up the
embankment to the ex-C& El for thefinal leghome. If | didwalk all theway over
toNorth Yard on Fairchild St., theentirewalk homewasonthe L& N.

The point is not about my trespassing youth, but rather how idle both the CSX
and the CR lines used to be in those days. During all those walks, | don’t recall
encountering trainsmorethan afew timeson either line. Oneday | wasthrilledto
see a southbound Milwaukee train on the Conrail from the perspective of the
Winter Ave. overpass. TheL & N seldomparkedtrainsonthesecond mainlike CSX
does, so| alwaysfelt safewalkingthat linewith another track to escapeto. Sadly,
| hardly ever had to worry.

So the standard disclaimer applies here to any young folks reading these words:
Don't trespass on therailroad. Timeshavedefinitely changed since my walking
days. Therailroadsthat are left are busier than they ever were, and they use all
tracks at their disposal at any time.

Doug
N )

AMTRAK NOTICE-Through July 11, track wor k being per for med by Canadian
National Railway will affect Saluki Train 391and I1lini Trains392and 393.

Train392- Temporary Delay - Through April 13, passenger stravelingon Train 392
may exper iencesignificant delays. For up-to-datear rival and departur etimes, please
visit Amtrak.comor call 1-800-USA-RAIL.

Trains391,392and 393- Tempor ary ScheduleChange-April 14throughMay 6-
Trains391 and 392

Saluki Train391will operateonehour earlier toall gationsontheroute.andthel llini
Train 392will operateonehour later toall stationsontheroute.

May 7through July 11-Train 3931 1lini Train 393will operateonehour later toall
stationsontheroute.
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FRA toutsthird
straight decline for
train accidents

The number of train accidents acrossthe
United Statesdeclinedfor thethirdyearin
arow, the Federa Railroad Administra-
tion and the Department of Transporta-
tionannounced Tuesday. Preliminary full-
year 2007 data show a 13.7% decline in
train accidents (excluding highway-rail
incidents), or 406 fewer train accidents
nationwide, compared with 2006 figures.

FRA and DOT alsoemphasi zed the24.6%
reductionin train accidentsfrom 2004 to
2007, reflectingadeclineof 833 accidents.

“Our strongfocusonimprovingrail safety
is achieving significant results for three
yearsrunning now,” said DOT Secretary
Mary E. Peters. Petersattributed some of
theimprovement to FRA’ sNational Rail
Safety ActionPlan, initiatedin May 2005.

Comparing preliminary full-year 2007 data
to 2006, FRA and DOT noted that
California (down 46), Texas (down 45),
andNew Y ork (down 30) ledthe 34 states
recording fewer train accidents. New
Jersey (up 20, or 37%), Indiana(up12),and
Oklahoma (up 8) suffered the highest in-
creases by number.

Texasasodidwell inreducing highway-
rail gradecrossingincidents(down45), as
didHorida(down26) andAlabama, lllinais,
and Louisiana(all down 23). Indiana (up
24), alongwith South Carolinaand Penn-
sylvania (each up 19), had the greatest
increases in such incidents.

Arizona(down 9) and Missouri (down 7)
did best in reducing trespasser-related
fatalities, still deemed the No. 1 cause of
rail-related death. New Y ork (up9), Florida
(up 8), and New Jersey (up 7) saw the
largest numerical increase in trespasser-
related death.



North Platte
observation tower
set for spring

opening

Construction on the Gol den Spike obser-
vation tower at Union Pacific's Bailey
Y ard, theworld' slargestfreightyard,ison
timeand should becompl etefor alateMay
or early June opening, the North Platte
Bulletinreported. A viewing platformon
thetopdeck of thetower will affordagood
view of thediesel locomotiveservicerack
and the east hump.

Tower director Shelley Harshaw told the
Bulletin that the tower’s elevator is not
fully operational, so workers must climb
14flightsof stairstowork at thetop of the
100-foot-tall tower. OnFeb. 19, filmcrews
from the History Channel were at Bailey
Y ard, shooting filmfor an upcoming epi-
sode on the yard for the series “Modern
Marvels.”

Visitors will see four television screens
showing information about Bailey Yard
andtherailroad. Onescreenisexpectedto
show alivesceneof trainsmovingaround
the yard. Another screen will show film
shot from the front of a moving locomo-
tive.

Via TRAINS On-line 3-08

Seam in Wisconsin -
Summer 2008

This summer the “Friends of the 261" in
cooperation with Amtrak and Canadian
Pacific, will operatesteamexcursiontrains
featuringMilwaukeeRoad steamlocomo-
tive 261. The trips will originate at the
recently remodeled Amtrak Station in
downtown Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

OnWednesday, June18, MilwaukeeRoad
261 will pull aone-way trip from Minne-
apolisto Milwaukee. Thetrainwill make
the regular Amtrak stops at Red Wing,
Winona, La Crosse, Tomah, Wisconsin
Dells, Portageand Columbusand passen-
gersmay board or detrain at those points.
Thetrainwill make another one-way run

from Milwaukee to Minneapolis on
Monday, June23, makingthesamestops.

On Friday, June 20, No. 261 will makea
dinner train run from Milwaukee to
Sturtevant, W1 whereitwill beturned and
return to Milwaukee. First and Premium
Classriderswill enjoy afull dinner. Coach
passengersarewelcomeaswell, although
no dinner will be served in coach.

On Saturday, June21 and Sunday, June22
locomotive261 will pull aroundtripfrom
Milwaukeeto Wisconsin Dellseach day.
After arrival at the Dells, alocal trip will
operatetoNew Lisbontoturnthetrain. In
total, 261 will makea270-mileroundtrip
each day.

Premium Class will include Milwaukee
Road Skytop Observation“ Cedar Rapids”
and Super Dome 53 and includes hers
d’ oeuvres and gourmet meals prepared
onboard by our executivechef. Firstclass
and coach seating is also available; first
classincludes an upscale meal plan with
hors d’ oeuvres. Both First and Premium
Class include complimentary beer and
wine. Order your tickets now sincethese
trips are sure to be sellouts!

TheMinneapolis-Milwaukee excursions

will departfromandarriveat 401 Harrison

Street Northeast located at Harrison Street

and Hennepin Avenue in northeast Min-

neapolis(amapwill beincludedwithyour

ticket order). Milwaukeetripswill origi-
nate at the Amtrak depot in downtown
Milwaukee.

June 18,2008:

Depart Minneapolis at 8:30 am. Water
gopinWinonaat 11am. ArriveMilwaukee
at6p.m.

June 20, 2008:

Depart Milwaukee at 6 p.m. Wyetrain at
Sturtevant Arrive Milwaukeeat 9 p.m.

June 21 and June 22,
2008:

Depart Milwaukeeat 9a.m.

Arrive Wisconsin Dells at noon Depart
WisconsinDellsat 12:30p.m. Wyetrainat
New Lisbon

Arrive Wisconsin Dellsat 2:25 p.m. De-
part Wisconsin Dells at 3 p.m. Arrive
Milwaukee6p.m.

June 23, 2008:

Depart Milwaukee at 8:30 am. Arrive
Minneapolisat 6 p.m.

For more information on tickets, please
visitwww.261.com.

Via North Western Illinois Chapter...
information provided by WY./
W.26J.com

Railroads are
keeping up with
escalating ethanol
demand,AAR says

Railroadsareworkingeffectively withetha-
nol producersto keep up with skyrocket-
ing biofuel demand, according to com-
ments recently made by the head of the
Renewabl e FuelsAssociation (RFA) that
the Association of American Railroads
(AAR) releasedyesterday . Between 1995
and 2006, rail ethanol volume increased
from about 32,000 carloadsto morethan
145,000 carl oads.

" As the demand for fuel ethanol grows,
the infrastructure available to transport,
store and blend ethanal into gasoline has
expanded as well,” said RFA President
and Chief Executive Officer Bob Dinneen
during his testimony last month before
the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee. " Railroad companiesarework-
ing with our industry to develop infra
structure to meet future demand.” Rail-
roads also increasingly are using unit
trains(upto 95 carslong) tomoveethanol,
he said.

"Wewill continueto grow the necessary
infrastructure to make sure that, in any
marketweneedtoshipethanol, thereisrail
accessat gasolineterminalsandthat those
terminals are able to take unit trains,”
Dinneen said. An announcement today
(3/23) by U.S. Development GroupL.L.C.



(USDG) supportstheunit-trainideal. The
company said its Dallas Fort Worth Rail
Termina L.L.C. (DFWRT) haslaunched
operationsandisreceivingand offloading
ethanol rail carsand unit trains.

Served by UnionPacificRailroad, thenew
rail terminal will facilitateand expeditethe
distribution of fuel-grade ethanol to the
Dallas-Fort Worth area, USDG said. The
terminal features storage capacity for
130,000 barrels and a high-speed
offloadingfacility for 84rail cars. Theneed
for continued ethanol -rel atedinvestments
by railroads underscores the importance
of theFreight Rail Infrastructure Capacity
Expansion Act (S. 1125/H.R. 2116), said
AAR President and CEO Edward
Hamberger. The legislation would pro-
videa25 percenttax credittoany business
investing in rail infrastructure improve-
ments or expansions, including ethanol
producersor gasolinerefinersinterminals
that can accommodate unit trains.

" Thefact that wehavebeen abletohandle
the four-fold increase in ethanol traffic
without difficulty demonstratesthe com-
mitment we have to meeting the needs of
all our customers,” said Hamberger

Via Progressive Railroading

DM & E quits
running on ex-
Minneapolis& .
L ouis trackage

The Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern has
ceasedthrough operationsover itsformer
Minneapolis& St. LouislinefromWaseca
toAlbertLea, Minn. Sinceit began opera-
tionsin1986, DM & Eusedthelinetoreach
Mason City, lowa, using trackage rights
over UP's ex-Rock Island “ Spine Ling”
fromAlbert LeatoMason City. Aspart of
the 1986 Chicago & North Western sale
agreementtotheDM& E, C& NW and now
UPretained ownership of theM& StL line
from Hartland, Minn., to Albert L ea, but
only DM&E trainsused it. DM&E used
the line to bring interchange traffic to

C&NW/UPin Mason City.

ThelastthroughrundowntheoldM& StL
fromWasecaoccurred onor about Jan. 11.
Today all trafficfor theUPinMason City
isrouted through Owatonna and Austin,
Minn., to Mason City onthe DM&E and
itssister railroad lowa, Chicago & East-
ern. The daytime Waseca Y ard job till
runs down the line to switch on-line in-
dustriesasneeded, going asfar astheend
of DM& E ownershipin Hartland. Indus-
tries include Central Trading and Recy-
cling south of New Richland (scrap) and
WEFS in New Richland that receives an
occasional car of fertilizer. Thespeed|limit
ontheentirelineis 10 mph.

TheWaseca-Albert L eatrackageisoneof
thelargest intact segmentsof theM & StL
mainlinethat onceranfrom Minneapolis
to Marshalltown, lowaand on to Peoria,
M.

Via Trains On-Line 3-08

NS opens
Rickenbacker

| nter modal
Terminal in Ohio

Norfolk Southern’ s$63-million, 250-acre
Rickenbacker Intermodal Terminal opened
onMarch 3. Theterminal providesdirect
intermodal trainservicesto/fromNorfolk,
Va., and the Chicago gateway for move-
ment to/fromtheU.S. West Coast. It also
hasan automated gate system to expedite
draymen in and out of the facility, while
improving the equipment inspection pro-
cess. The terminal, located at the
Rickenbacker Global L ogisticsPark, isthe
first of threenew NSterminal stobeadded
aspart of the Heartland Corridor Project.
NS has started the clearance projects on
the corridor with completion planned for
2009. Once completed this corridor will
provide a shorter and quicker route for
double-stack trains from Norfolk to the
Midwest.

Chapter Spring Trip

Arideontheelectrified South ShoreLine
took placeonafinespring Saturday, April
5. Two carsleft Danvilleat 730, making
pickupsinRossvilleandMilfordandren-
dezvousingwithanother carinMomence.
Beforewe could arrive at the Hegewisch
station in SE Chicago, anb train stopped
usat theex-NK Pcrossing of 130" St. near
TorrenceAve. Therewasplenty of park-
ing available at Hegewisch at no charge.
Whiletherewere20-30riderswaitingfor
the1025trainto Chicago, weweretheonly
ridersboarding the eb train #507 at 1035.

There was a delay before reaching
Hammond, thenext station, waitingfor an
extratrain. East of Hammond was a sec-
tion of singletrack operation onthesouth
track while catenary work took place on
the north track. Thetrain offered afine
opportunity toview rail operationsinNW
Indiana as it paralleled, crossed and
junctionedwith many other lines, includ-
ingNS, CSX, IHB, EJ& Eandvariousin-
dustrial operations. A pair of new KCS
units were sitting in ayard near Portage
andBNSFand UPunitswerea soencoun-
tered.

The street running along 10" and 11
streetsinMichigan City werefun. It must
bealarge treat when the freight operator
runs down the street with a cod train.
Following Michigan City there is some
fast running throughthecountrysidewith
a few lakes and hills. Arrival at the
Michigan City airport wasabout 7-8 min-
utes late.

An agent was on duty at the airport sta-
tionfor ticketsback to Hegewisch. Only
20 minutes are scheduled there. A good
crowd boarded, including anumber with
suitcases who apparently arrived on a
flight. The return trip (train #508) was
closer to on-time. South Shore freight
locos were seeninacouplesidings. Ar-
rival at Hegewischwasat 1425.

After a group photo at the Hegewisch
station, theautostravel ed to Fuddruckers
in Matteson for an enjoyablemeal. Then
it was back to Danville. Woodland Jct.
wasvisited onthereturn, but all wasquiet
until Wellington siding where anb train
appeared to be passing another nb sitting



On the left, you are looking west at the replacement of the single lane concrete structure under CSX on Winter Avenue. This
replacment, a proposed 3-span structure, was designed by URS Corporation and is being constructed by O'Neil Brothers of
Danville. On theright you are looking north along the track asthey install the 60-foot deep, 4-foot diameter cassion for the

abutments. On the left is a sheeting wall that is part of the tie back system to hold No. 1 main in place during bridge construc-

tionon No. 2 track.

inthesiding. Arrival backinDanvillewas
around 1830. Thanksto Allen Cookefor
scheduling the trip.

Thoseattendingwere: JessBennett; Dick
Brazda; Doug, Zoé & Lincoln Butzow;
Allen Cooke; John Cooke; Larry Prosser;
Dave Sherrill withgrandson Ryanand his
friend Jacob; Bill Wrightand Mark Ziebart

County tofight Intermodal Yard

Thestateof Virginiaand Norfolk Southern Railway arepushingfor anintermodal yard
near Elliston, but local residents are lining up in opposition, the Roanoke Times
reported. Theproposed center would bepart of the$249 millionHeartland Corridor. The
state pegsspinoff economic activity fromtheintermodal yardtobeintherangeof $140
million to $550 million, though theyard itself would employ only about adozen. But
residentsworry about truck traffic on I nterstate 81 and U.S. Route 220, two roadsthat
already have substantial truck traffic.

NS evaluated 10 sites before settling on Elliston, and planners call the site the only
feasible location. Still, Montgomery’s county supervisors are opposed, and one
supervisor hinted the county would sue to stop the yard from locating there. Norfolk
Southern’s Heartland Corridor aimsto raise track capacity and tunnel clearancesto
connect portsaround Norfolk, Va., totheMidwest. Intermodal centersalongtheroute,
such asthe proposed Elliston terminal, would allow trainsto drop off containersfor
truck delivery to nearby cities.

Via TRAINSOn-Line

S. Louis Sation
nearly ready to open

Onceescalatorsareworking andthetrack
extensions are finished in late
spring, the Gateway Transportation Cen-
ter will fill with busand train passengers.

Whether many of them will be boarding
Amtrak trainsto KansasCity —that’ sthe
uncertainty. About two dozen Missouri
legislatorstouredthenew trainand Grey-
hound depot near Scottrade Center on
Monday andheardapitchfor moreAmtrak
funding — a $10.6 million reguest to
improve on-time performance and rider-
ship across the state. Heavy freight rail
congestioninMissouri hashurt Amtrak’ s
reliability between St. Louis and Kansas
City. Annual boardings have dropped to
144,000 in 2007, a 30 percent
declinesince 2000, according to Amtrak.
The drop bucks the growth in passenger
rail servicenationwide. Inlllinois, where
thestatehasinvested $100 millionintrack
improvements since 2000, ridership be-
tween Chicago and St. Louishasrisen 93
percent to 409,000 passengers.

"What we havefound (in Missouri) isthe
reliability issueisreally well known,” said



Marc Magliari, Amtrak spokesman, after
ridingatrainwithlegidatorsfrom Jefferson

City.

“Thedifficulty we' rehavingwithreliabil-
ity hasreally beendrivingridershipdown-
ward.” Amtrak’sprobleminMissouri is
the single east-west track it shares daily
with about 55 to 60 freight trains, trans-
portation officials say. West of Jefferson
City, thetrains share onetrack that oper-
ates like a single-lane road with occa-
sional pull-over lanes, except the lanes
aren’tlong enoughfor freight trains. The
shorter Amtrak trains, then, must always
pull over and stopwhenever freighttrains
areapproaching. Asaresult, 29 percent of
Amtrak trains on the route ran more than
30minuteslatelast year, accordingtothe
Missouri Department of Transportation.
Some months, as many as 46 percent of
trainsweremorethan 30 minutes|ate, with
many delayed by two to three hours.

"WE' renot here becausethingsaregoing
well,” saidBrianWeiler,whooverseesrail
safety and use for the Transportation
Department.

The Missouri Department of
Transportationisrequesting$10.6 million
fromthe L egislatureto addressthe situa-
tion. Much of the money would be spent
on additional pull-over track, called sid-
ings, that would belong enoughfor freight
trains. The additional track would allow
Amtrak trainsto pass, thereby improving
on-time performance. A study by the
University of Missouri last year found
that morethan half of Amtrak’ sdelaysin
2005wereduetofreighttraininterference.
Increasing coal shipments and rising
gasoline prices account for much of the
growing freight congestion, said John
Mulligan of Union Pacific, which owns
the track between St. Louis and Kansas
City.

" Our businessisbooming,” Mulligansaid.
As legidators toured the unfinished $27
million building, several said they would
like to see Amtrak service in Missouri
improve. Thebuilding, withitsfour train
platformsand 10 bus bays, is set to open
in early June. Legidators hope to figure
out the future of Missouri
Amtrak service beforethen.

"We don’t have the money for it, that's

thebottomline,” said Rep. SamKomo, D-
House Springs, a member of the
Transportation Appropriations
Committee. To get millions needed for
capacity improvements, hesaid, “We've
got to think outside the box.”

CSXT plansnew
dispatching center
In Huntington,
W.Va.

CSX Transportationisestablishinganew
dispatching center at its division head-
quarters in Huntington, W.Va., with ap-
proximately 80 train dispatcher and re-
lated positions being relocated there.

"CSX hasarich history inthe Mountain
Stateand we' redelighted the company is
investing in these good jobs in
Huntington,” said West Virginia Gover-
nor Joe Manchin. “Thisis a partnership
for success for both CSX and for West
Virginia”

CSXT thanked Governor Manchinfor his
support in bringing the new jobs to
Huntington. The state has offered Eco-
nomic Opportunity Tax Creditsfor each
job created in the move and is providing
up to $2,000 per employee for training.
CSXT is spending about $4.5 million to
create the dispatching center at the
railroad’ sHuntington Divisionheadquar-
ters. Constructionisscheduledfor comple-
tioninlate May and the center is sched-
uled to begin operation in August.

CSX isintheprocessof movingdispatch-
ersout of Jacksonville, Floridaand back to
locations within the Divisions. Severd
have been moved to Calumet City and
Indianapolis, Atlantaand other citieswill
soon see additional dispatching added to
existing centers or new centers setup.

Crossing, trespass
Ing fatalities down

sharply

Railroads recorded only 55 fatalities in
January,al7.9%declinefromthe67 desths
reported in January 2007, according to
Federa Railroad Administration statis-
tics released March 31. Grade crossing
fatalitiesweredown 27.3%to23andtres-
passingdeathsdropped 12.1%t029. There
was only one employee fatality in Janu-
ary, compared with three in January last
year. Total accidents and incidents de-
clined 11.0%t0961inJanuary. Trainacci-
dentswere down 4.7% to 203 and derail -
mentsdeclined 8.7%to 147, thoughcolli-
sions increased 12.5 ?to 18. Yard acci-
dentsdeclined 8.1%to 228.

Rail News

BNSF Railway Co. hasattained thehigh-
est score among six railroads in FOR-
TUNE magazine' s annual ranking of the
nation’ smost admired companies. BNSF
achieved a score of 8.34 on a 10-point
scale. The Class | earned high marksin
eight categories:. innovation, peopleman-
agement, use of corporate assets, social
responsibility, quality of management, fi-
nancial soundness, long-terminvestment
and products/servicesquality. BNSFalso
ranked in the top 10 of al 1,000 rated
companies for innovation, use of corpo-
rateassets, quality of management, finan-
cial soundnessandlong-terminvestment.
Union Pacific Railroad ranked second
amongrailroadsonthemost-admiredlist,
followedby CSX Corp., Norfolk Southern
Corp., KansasCity Southernand Amtrak.

Editor: Recently | mentioned that freight
traffic most of thetimewouldbealeading
indicator of downturn, or upturn, in the
economy. Theother night Warren Buffett
was on CNBC and discussed his stock
holdingsinthemajor carriers. Hesaidhe
watches the traffic volume on a weekly
basisand thisdeter mined hispurchase of
additional stock in the railroads. The



following is the recent report on the up-
turn of traffic, which has been ongoing
since thefirst of the year:

TheU.S. Department of Transportation
released data today (3/12) showing that
the freight services transportation index
was111.5inJanuary, up 2.7%from Janu-
ary 2007. The index, which measures
freight activity intherailroad, air freight,
and trucking industries, was 66.6 when it
wasintroducedin January 1990. It reached
ahigh mark of 113.1in November 2005.
DOT also said the passenger transporta-
tionindexincreased 1.3%t0115.5inJanu-
ary from January ayear ago. That index
was 70.5 in 1990 and reached a peak of
117.4inAugust 2006. Theindex measures
movement inthetransit, airline, and pas-
senger rail industries. DOT’s combined
freight and passenger transportation ser-
vicesindexrose2.4%to112.1inJanuary.
Itstartedin19904at 67.1andreachedahigh
of 112.6inMay 2006.

Union Pacificwill beabletomovedouble-
stacked container trains from the port of
Oakland, Cdlif., over Donner Passif the
railroadreceives$43millioninstatemoney,
the Sacramento Business Journal re-
ported. Staff of theCaliforniaTransporta
tion Commission recommended the state
approve the money. Currently, double-
stack trains must take a more circuitous
route through the Feather River Canyon
because tunnels on Donner aren’t high
enough. The grant would cover half the
cost of the project. In additionto raising
tunnel clearances, the project would
lengthen sidings, alowing trains over
Donner to operate at 8,000 feet in length.
Currently trainsarelimited to 5,000 feet.
Thefundingwould comeaspart of voter-
approved Proposition 1B, whichincludes
$2billionforinfrastructureimprovements
incorridorswithlargevolumesof freight.
Thecommissionwill makeafinal decision
of which programsitwill fund at itsApril
9-10meetingin Sacramento. ViaTRAINS
On-Line 3/17

ROCHESTER,Minn.-TheMayoClinic,
long an opponent of a plan that would
bringanincreaseinrail trafficthroughits
hometown, isbacking down - sort of . The
Sioux Falls (S.D.) Argus Leader has re-
ported the clinic will push for safety im-
provements and grade separation of the

Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern rail line
through Rochester, Minn. Mayo’ schange
of position is a major development in
DM&E’s decade-long quest to extend a
new rail lineintoWyoming' sPowder River
Basin coalfields. The world-renowned
clinichaslonginsisted DM & E construct
a bypass around or a tunnel under
Rochester, and city leaders have joined
themin that position. But clinic spokes-
man ChrisGadesaid hethinkssuchthings
areunlikely astheSurface Transportation
Board reviews a proposed takeover of
DM& E by Canadian Pacific. “ Giventhat
every sign seemsto indicatetherewill be
aPRB expansion, we' retaking stepsnec-
essary to ensurethe safety of our patients
and our community,” he said. Those
stepsinclude pushing the STB to require
safety measures be taken. In 2005 the
Federal Railroad Administration cited
DM&E for itspoor safety record, largely
theresult of decaying track structurepur-
chased from Chicago & North Western
upon DM&E’s creation in 1986. Mayo
wantsto seethe STB impose strict safety
improvements as a condition of the CP
merger. Via TRAINSOn-Line 3/12

Doug Nipper reportsthat CSX hasgrade
crossing materialsspotted at all crossings
north of Danville up to Rossville. Thisis
probably inadvanceof atiegangthat will
be here this spring/summer. It has been
many years sincethissection had atieor
rail ganginthearea. Inaddition, No. 2track
at Danville, and specifically Winter Av-
enue, is out of service for both rail and
building of thenew Winter Avenuebridge.
They are now using No. 2 track north of
Liberty Lane as the passing and storage
siding. OnMarch 23 CSX derailedatrain
south of Beecher on the Union Pacific
portion of thedoubletrack. Some 15 cars
werein theditch.

Ilinoisl CC hasapprovedaplantospend
morethan $139 milliontoimprovesafety
at morethan 3,800 gradecrossingsduring
thenextfiveyears. Projectswill rangefrom
theinstallation of automaticflashinglights
and signal upgradestomulti-million-dol-
lar grade separations, such as the BNSF
Railway Co./Belmont Road overpassin
Downers Grove (designed by URS and
estimatedto cost $36.2million). Thefive-
year plansalso callsfor installing reflec-

tivecrossbuck warningand/oryieldsigns,
and modifying remotemonitoringdevices
at dozensof crossings. Thestateof I1linois
currently appropriates $27 million annu-
aly for crossing upgrades through the
Grade Crossing Protection Fund, which
partially coversthecosttoinstall warning
systems, improve highway approaches,
and build or reconstruct grade separa-
tions.

TheU.S.Federal Railroad Administra-
tion released ademographicreportonrail
trespasser fatalities.  The report also
examinedsuicides, whicharenot normally
includedinFRA trespasser fatality counts,
but whichthereport said accountedfor 18
percent of total trespasser fatalities. The
report summarized theaveragetrespasser
fatality tobea38-year-old Caucasianmale
under the influence of acohol or drugs,
with a median household income of
$36,000, adding that morethan 25 percent
of them had not graduated from high
school. Thereportincluded information
gatheredfromcoronersand medical exam-
iners across the country.

Theformer president of theGreenbrier
Resort in White Sulphur Springs, WV
filed suit against CSX, which owns the
resort, for $50million. Inhislawsuit, Paul
Ratchford claimsthat hewaswrongfully
forced out of hisposition after lessthana
year's service after he tried to halt the
railroad’ s senior executives from enjoy-
ing special privileges at the resort.
These privileges are alleged to have in-
cluded freeroomsand meal's, discounted
merchandise, andfreemedica exams. The
suit further alleges that these may have
beenimproperly shieldedfrom beingtaxed
as fringe benefits.



