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On March 11 NS welding gangs had the track tied up west of Logansport. Asaresult 3 westbounds were parked east of
L ogansport and 6 eastbounds were lined up back to L afayette. At Rockfield 21T with NS 7532 and a eastbound autorack train
with BNSF 7616 and 5351 waited to start the parade. R. Schroeder photo



ComingEvents
April 15, 2007

Danville, IL -Our regular monthly meet-
ingat Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant onWest
Williamsat Gilbert Street hasbeenmoved
up oneweek duetotheUrbana Train
Show. Seeyouat 1:00.

April 14, 2007

Rossville, IL - Work session at the depot
tobox recordsfor shipment totheVermil-
ion County Museum. 9:00 AM to when-
ever.

April 21, 2007

Champaign, IL - Carbondale, IL - Chapter
tripto Carbondaleon Amtrak. Seearticle
thisissue for details.

April 28, 2007

Danvillg, IL - Chicagoand Easternlllinois
Railroad Historical Society 25th
Anniversary Meeting - Danville Area
Community College. 9-9. Tour of CD&V
linefrom Bismarck tosouthof Covington,
IN in the afternoon.

April 28-29, 2007

Monticello, IL - Monticello Railway Mu-
seum Photographers trains and throttle
time. Seearticlethisissue.

May 19, 2007

Rossville, IL - Work session at the depot
tobox recordsfor shipment totheVermil-
ion County Museum. 9:00 AM to when-
ever.

May 19-20, 2007

Homewood, | L Homewood Railroad Heri-
tage Days, Dixie Highway and Chestnut
St, Park District Auditorium. Displays,
swap meettrainlayouts, 7:30- 10, Sunday
10-4.

August 21-25, 2007

Chattanooga, TN - NRHS " Chattanooga
Rails 2007" Convention. Check out the
websiteat www.chattrails.comfor all the
details.

Next M eeting

Thenext meetingwill beheld on Sunday,
April 15, at Jocko'sDepot Restaur ant,
corner of Gilbert and Williams Street
beginningat 1:00PM.

We have setup two Saturdays for work-
ingontherecordsat Rossville. Check the
dates to the left and plan to help box
recordsand get them ready to move. Y ou
don't need to bethere al day, acouple of
hourswould help. After the May datewe
plantomovetherecordstotheVermilion
County Museum. This will have to be
doneduringtheweek andnotonaMonday.
All records need to be moved before
Memorial Weekend.

Alsonoteabouttherail tripto Carbondal e.
Thisyear Allen Cooke has set up adate,
April 21, to ride Amtrak to Carbondale.
Therewill be alayover before the return
trip. If you want to, you could detrain at
Centraliaand spend sometimewaitingfor
BNSF,NSandCN freightsasall linesrun
parallel through the town near the depot.
Thiswill beyour choice. Check thisissue
for all theinformation.

Anotheritemthatwill needwork iscleanup
of themuseum groundsandtheinterior of
the building. If we have enough volun-
teersto help on the record sorting on the
Saturday in May wewould ask that some
work the grounds and help cleanup the
interior of thebuilding. A coupleof trains
need to be setup onthelayout for running
duringweekend openings. Therearealot
of items under the layout that need to be
sorted and cleaned up to make the area
look better to visitors.

The program for March will be a video
fromLarry Prosser.

Our May meeting will beat therestaurant
and after themeeting member Bill Darner
hasinvited usto hishometo seethetrain
layout. Bill lives about 6 blocks west on
WilliamsStreet. Bill will begintheprocess
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Danville Chapter, NRHS
Minutes

3/11/7

President Nipper opened the meeting at
1355,

The Treasurer’'s report was read. The
balanceis$6187.11.

Old Business

TheUrbanatrain show March 17-18 was
discussed. Popcorn sales will be for a
dollar abag. Bob Gallippi will bring over
sales items and several other members
volunteered to help.

New Business

Further work is needed on the records
transfertothemuseum. Twowork daysat
themuseumwereschedule, 4/14and5/19.
Thenanother delivery will beready for the
museum.

A ralil trip was scheduled for 4/21 from
Champaign to Centralia or Carbondale.
Those going can carpool from Cooke
Business Productslot.at 10:15.

Adjournment wasat 14:17.

A video of the great Mississippi/Mis-
souri flood was shown as produced by
NS.

of removing the layout and thought we
wouldliketo seeit before he begins. Bill
will also begin disposing of some of the
items and may beinterested in selling to
members. Asyou know, Bill isaWabash
fanand much of theequi pmentisWabash.
The layout has not run for several years
and for personnal reasons he hasdecided
it istimeto move someto theupstairsfor

display.

TheMay meetingwill bethelast oneof the
spring. Remember, we do not meet June
through August. Wewill need volunteers
duringtheweekendsafter Memorial Day.
Thissummer wewill aso be openduring
the"Driv'iintheDixie" weekend.



BNSF, NS obtain FRA waiver to begin
testing ECP brake systems

WithaFedera Railroad Administration (FRA) waiver inhand and thepromiseof better
braking system inmind, BNSF Railway Co. and Norfolk Southern Railway areset to
begin testing electronically controlled pneumatic (ECP) brakes.

Designed to shorten train stopping distances and reduce derailments, ECP brakes
apply uniformly, not sequentially, on every rail car throughout a train. The system
gradually applies and releases the brakes to improve train control, and can perform
continual electronic self-diagnostic brake checks to identify maintenance needs.
Issued by the FRA earlier thisweek, thewaiver enablesBNSF and NSto install ECP
brakes on locomatives and freight cars to demonstrate the technology’ s safety and
efficiency in revenue service.

BNSF plans to test ECP brakes on its intermodal fleet, especially trains moving
international traffictoandfrom SanPedroBay, Calif., ports. TheClassl alsoispursing
apartnershipwithamajor coal customer tointegratethetechnol ogy onalong-distance
coal route.

“By leveraging our past experience with this technology, BNSF looks forward to
building onthisfoundationtoallow further implementati on of ECPinto our intermodal
and coal shipments,” said BNSF Vice President of Transportation Dave Dealy in a
prepared statement.

NS plansto equip 30 locomotivesand 400 rapid-discharge coal carswith ECP brakes
later this year and use the equipment for dedicated coal train service.

“Our testswill hel pdeterminehow thetechnol ogy performsinareal -world environment
andwill indicatewhether itwill bepractical tooneday makeit commonplaceacrossthe
entire U.S. rail industry,” said NS VP of Operations Planning and Support Gerhard
Thelen.

The FRA placed several conditions on thewaiversthat requirethe ClassIsto clearly
defineaprocessfor handling brake problemsdiscovered en route, ensure ECP brake
inspectionsareperformed by qualifiedindividual sand provideappropriatetrainingto
crew members.

“Itistimefortherailroadindustry toembracenew train braking technol ogy and prevent
some of the accidents that are happening now,” said FRA Administrator Joseph
Boardman, adding that the FRA is considering whether to issue aproposed rulelater
thisyear to facilitate the widespread deployment of ECP brakes.

Via Progressive Railroading 3-30-07

( )

Chapter Rail Trip

Amtrak to Carbondale and Return

On Saturday, April 21, Chapter memberswanting to take our spring rail trip are
to meet at Cooke BusinessProducts, North Vermilion Street, at 10:00AM
andwewill car pool to Champaign. If traveling directly to Champaign parking
ison the east side of the CN tracks opposite the depot and we will meet in the
waitingroom.

The Saluki departsat 11:25 AM from Champaign and arrivesin Carbondale at
2:45. Departurewill beat 4:05from Carbondal earriving back in Champaign at
6:49 PM. Cost of thetripisyour $30 ticket on Amtrak.
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MRM Photo Trains

TheMonticelloRailway Museumwill have
a Photo Train Day April 28 2007
startingat 8:00AM. Theeventwill start at
the Nelson Crossing depot at
themuseum grounds. Two trainswill op-
erate during the day. The first will
beafreightwithMilw N 1647 facingnorth.
Then a passenger train with
CanadianNational FPA4+#67891eadinga
train of Illinois Central passenger
cars. Duringtheday Wabash F7 1189 will
be used in the freight. The photo
location will be along the museum’s IC
line. The day will end at about 5PM.
Therewill be anight photo section start-
ing about 9PM with Steve Barry of
RailfanMagazine.

OnSunday April 292007 therewill beaday
of Throttle Times where you get
tooperateatrain over about 2 milesof the
museumstrack. Theticketsfor the Photo
Trainon Saturday are $40.00 per person.
TheThrottle Timeticketsare$100.00.

For moreinformation contact Arthur Pur-
chase at urtx@route?24.net.

Leroy Dietrich

We regret to announce that Leroy S
Dietrich passed away on Saturday,
March 24, 2007 in Fairfax County,
Virginia. Mr. Dietrich served the
National Railway Historical Society in
numerous capacities, including Senior
Vice President (1987-1996) and
Chairman of the Board (1996 - 2005).
He also served for several yearsas
president of the Washington DC
Chapter. Funeral arrangements are
not complete at this time, and
additional details will be announced
as they become available.

Greg Molloy, President




CSX"RA"
Extension starts

| madethefirst journey back tothetracks
today on my soggy “Back 1" acre of
property. | had seen some trees cut north
of Poland Road when | went under the
viaduct thismorning, andwonderedif this
was“it”.

Sure enough, the brush cutting has also
started behind my house and on north
about 1/8of amile. They arecuttingevery-
thing from scrub treesto oneswith larger
trunksthat have grown upin thelast 40+
years. Sofar, thelarger onescut are ones
leaningaway fromthetracks, butthereare
others(including oneright behind my lot)
that areleaningtrack sideand will needto
bedealtwith. They havemarkedwithflags
way down into the drainage ditch, so the
ultimate goal might beto clear all brush
back to the property line.

Thereisnoevidenceof heavy equipment,
sothisisall manual chainsaw work sofar.
They'll have to bring in something to
push the debrisinto piles at some paint |
wouldthink. Flag sticksevery 500feet or
so say "TSC CP5xx”, where 5xx was a
number from 507 to 514 in my limited
observation.

Thisisreally going to change anisolated
areathat | havewalked for 15 yearsnow.
Withdoubl etrack therewon’t beany path
towalk along, but | can still watch trains
whileonmy ATV pathsto theback prop-
erty line. In the latest C& EIHS book on
towers, | found it interesting that the list
of stations showed there was one at MP
119.6 called “Saunder’ s Siding” listed in
the#1timetableof 1878.Best | canfigure,
my pathemergesat MP 119.5, so perhaps
I’ll makeasigntoresurrect that nameonce
thetreesnolonger block theview fromthe
tracksto my land!

Doug

Editor: Thetreeclearing is start of the
project. Under Illinoisand Indiana EPA
regulationsyou cannot cut treesbetween
April 1 and October 1 to protect the
breeding ground of thelndiana Bat. Thus
CSXmovedinacontractor tofall all trees
that will come out as part of the project.
This project is part of the agreement to

extend the existing doubl e track north to
allowthe Winter Avenuebridge contrac-
tor to take on track out of service during
construction. URSdesignedthenewstruc-
ture for the City of Danville. Our first
design was for a"roll in" of a structure
building all of the substructure below
active track. CSX would not give track
time to build the substructure and no
window for the roll in. They wanted a
double track shoofly on the west side. |
looked at the cost and come up with
about $4.5 million since bridges would
also have to be built over Soney Creek
and the NS line. | suggested that they
extend RAto the north for about the same
cost and once compl eted they would have
anadditional 1.5milesoftrackandwould
haveanewuniversal crossover at Liberty
Lane. Snceour firmwasinvolved in the
city design CSX determined there could
bea conflict and gavethetrack designto
another firm. The work is to be bid in
April and completed prior to the bridge
contractor starting in late 2007.

At one time this new segment they will
construct was double track to Woodland
Junction. When the C& El extended the
CTCnorthfromClintontheyremovedthe
second track from RA north to Rossville
and created the Rossville siding. During
conference call meetingslast year, when
| suggested extending the track, the
project engineerssaidthe cost of abridge
over Poland Road and roadbed costs
would raisethe cost of the project. | told
themthebridgewasal ready doubl etrack,
the roadbed was there for the second
track and that should save costs. Niceto
know history when guys in Jacksonville
have no idea what used to be on their
railroad.

Changing Railroad
Radio

I know many of you only listen to RR
traffic on your scanner, but I’'ve had my
first experience with the so-called
“narrowbanding” conversion of apublic
servicesystem, andthiscould beaharbin-
ger of thingsto come.

All of the volunteer fire and ambulance
services in Vermilion County are dis-
patchedfromthePSB inDanville, withthe
possible exception of Hoopeston and
Rossvillewhich are (or were) dispatched
fromHoopeston. They wereonacommon
frequency, but with no repeaters. The
basewas very powerful and couldtalk to
amost any truck in the county, but por-
tables were hit and miss (kinda like the
RR).

They have moved to anew repeater sys-
tem with three main towers to cover the
wholecounty. Butaswithall newlicenses
issued by the FCC, the new channel
alocationswerefor 12.5KHz spacingin-
stead of the old 25KHz spread. All this
amountstoisasmaller change of the FM
carrier wave to accomplish the modula-
tion of the voice signal, and all two-way
radi osbeing madetoday will support both
the old and the new deviation rates.

Problemis, scanner makershaven't caught
upyet. The high-endtrunking and digital
modemodel sby Uniden and Radio Shack
will handlethe smaller deviationratesand
channel spacing. Even an older scanner
will still get someusablesignal, * | F* you
can tune it close enough. But the audio
will sound “weak”. They are basically
splicinginchannel shetweentheold chan-
nelsto get more use of the spectrum.

The FCC has mandated that all radio lic-
ensees convert to the new channel spac-
ing by 2010. The railroads may have a
different schedul e, but they will still have
their traditiona band*“ re-farmed” at some
point. And this will make your scanner
instantly obsolete! This is because your
scanner “knows’ that railroad channels
arespaced at 15K Hz, but the new scheme
will havethem spaced at 7.5KHz. Hereis
anexample:



NRHS Convention

Y\ reminiscentof that usedonK CS' sformer “ SouthernBelle”
passenger train, featuring acombination of red, yellow and

Chattanooga Rails 2007
Chattanooga, TN

August 21 - 25, 2007

Steamand Diesel trips, TennesseeV all ey Railway M useum Shop
tours, night photo session, Civil War Battlefiel d tour, Tennessee
Aquarium and other non-rail activities. Headquarters is the
Chattanooga Choo-Choo Haliday Inn in the former terminal
station. Rateis$89 per night for aregular roomand $109 per night
for arailroad car room. Registrationfeeis$25 after A pril 15, 2007.
Contact Rick Schroeder for aregistration form if interested in
L attending. Check the NRHS web sitefor moredetails.

Brunswick (extremely dark) green. Theschemewill first
appear on 30 new EMD ClassSD70A CE locomotivesand
30new GE ClassES44A Clocomotivesrecently ordered by
KCS

Railway Ageannounced that the winner of its 2007 Short
LineRailroad Of TheY ear Award wasR.J. Corman West
VirginiaLineandthewinner of its2007 Regional Railroad
Of TheY ear Award wasFloridaEast Coast. “Thisyear's
winnersshow thesmall railroadindustry what it takestobe
a top performer,” said Railway Age Publisher Robert
DeMarco. “It'sall about strong marketing efforts, first-
class customer service, effective asset utilization, wise
capital investments, teamwork both within the organiza-
tion and with connecting railroads, and, above al, safe

AAR assigned channels are now spaced
15K Hz. they are going to be spaced 7.5
KHzapart.

now: 160.320, 160.335, 160.350.

comingsoon: 160.320,
160.3275,160.335,160.3425, c.

Andyes, | know 2010 seemslikealong
way off, but it'sreally only threeyears.
Thiswill be after the 2009 deadlinefor
digital TV, sowe'll see how that goes
firgt!

Doug Nipper

Wheel Report

Union Pacific announced that they were
intheinitial stagesof planning for anew
rail lineserving aplanned new megasea-
port at Punta Colonet on Mexico's Bgja
Peninsula. However, a UP spokesman
saidthat further work ontheproject would
wait for details of the Mexican
government’ s plan to offer rail accessto
theport through auction. “We' rewaiting
for the bid rules to see what the formal
parametersarefor the project,” ssidaUP
spokesman. If built, the line would run
approximately 150to 200 milesfromnear
theU.S. border totheport. ViaSanDiego
Union-Tribune

Kansas City Southern debuted thefirst of
its new diesel locomotives painted in its
new paint scheme. The new scheme is

operations.” RICV and FECwill receivetheir awvardsat the
American Short Lineand Regional Railroad Association’s
national meeting, one of the railroad industry’ s most popular and prestigious annual
events, whichwill be held thisyear in Baltimore, MD April 22 through 24.

UnionPacific put anew connectingtrack inservicefor thetemporary rerouting of traffic
affected by thetrestlefirethe previousweek onitsmain linenear Sacramento, CA. A
UP spokesman sai d that connecting track will allow rerouting of trainsviaMarysville,
CA and then Roseville, CA. The spokesman added that it hopesto havethe damaged
trestle replaced and its main line back in service by May 1.

BNSFRailway Co.’ sPowder River Basin(PRB) coal trafficremainsahead of lastyear's
pace. In February, the Class |’ s PRB train|oadings averaged 49.9 per day, a6 percent
increase compared with February 2006’ sloadings. Tonnage reached 20 million, up 6
percentyear over year. Y ear-to-datethroughMarch 4, BNSFloaded anaverageof 49.5
cod trains per day in the PRB — which includes Wyoming and Montanamines— a
5 percent increase compared with | oadings during the same 2006 period. For theweek
endingMarch4, BN SFloaded anaverageof 50.6 PRB coal trainsper day comparedwith
46.7 trainsduring the same 2006 week

TheStateof Pennsylvaniafiled criminal chargesagainst aNorfolk Southernlocomoative
engineer for environmental damages. The engineer was charged related to a 36-car
derailment last June30 near K eating Summit, PA, whichresultedinthreetank carsbeing
ruptured and spilling 42,000 gallons of sodium hydroxide into Big Fill Run and
Sinnemahoning-Portage Creek. Thespill killed all aquaticlifeinthefirst eight miles
of thecreek and dead fishwereal sofound in morethan 30 milesof connecting streams
in McKean and Cameron Counties. The charges were brought on the basis of the
Federal Railroad Administration’ sinitial report onthederail ment, whichfoundthat the
runaway trainwas speeding at 76 mph on adownhill grade where the speed limit was
15 mph, and that the engineer’s “recent or chronic use of unauthorized opiates and
benzodiazepines may have contributed to theaccident.” Via Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

C & E I Historical Meeting

April 28,2007 at DanvilleAreaCommunity College. 9:00AM t09:00PM.
Program, Pirnceton, | N depot restor ation by Bob Gibson and M odelingtheC& El
Joy Bob L ehnen. Autotour of theformer CD& V linefromthel ndianaStatelinetq
Coal Creek, south of Covington. Depart at 1: 00PM Noadmission, salesand

display tablescontact Bob M cQuown.




The President’s Corner

Inmy last column | kind of bashed the NRHS for laying alarge part of its problems on the Chapters and lack of volunteerism. So
what do they do next but put out the best Bulletin | have seen in decades!

TheWinter 2005issue(calendar issuedateMarchQ7) istitled‘ TheLifeand Timesof BigBlue' which coverstheragstorichesstory
of Conrail. Y es, the Conrail that died an early death at age 23. | would not have expected to ever missthat troubled road, but inits
later yearsit became agem of operational efficiency and ultimately that’ swhat spelled itsdoom. And like many of us, | expected
it to be around forever and didn’t bother taking that many pictures.

A redl treatintheBulletinwas seeing someshotsfromthisarea. Nolessthat threeimagescover placeslike Schneider, IN, Momence,
IL and Haley Tower in TerreHaute. Mr. R.1. Oliphant wasthe photographer for all three shots. | have alwaysthought the Midwest
and our areaiin particular was neglected by the Bulletin articles, which were influenced by the large Eastern U.S. contingent of
members. And a little more modern history of alarge regional road is refreshing to see compared to all those years of obscure
shortlines and branchlines.

Somy hatisoff totheBulletinstaff. If they keep coming out with publicationsof thisquality | think theNRHShasabrighter future
than some might think.

Those of you that are also members of the C& EIHS, and afew that bought abook at the last meeting, have now had the chance
to enjoy Bob McQuown'’ slatest compilation for that organization. It sa subject near and dear to my heart —interlocking towers!
| was glad to provide someinformation and facilitate getting the Chapter’ s diagram collection to Bob for scanning and inclusion
inthe book. Very few have even seen those early printsof track and signal arrangements at various placeson the C& El, soit was
agenuine pleasure to make them available to alarger audience.

I’m sure Rick has already noted in thisissue the need for volunteersto finish the second stage of the record-moving process. We
decided on the dates at the last meeting, so check the calendar of events. Also, a big thank-you to those who manned the table
and popcorn machineat the Urbanamodel show last month. Bob Gallippi haul ed everything to and fro and got to cleanthe popcorn
maker both days. Allen Cooke wasthe chief popcorn popper, and received support from Mark Ziebart, Danny Honn, JessBennett,
Dave Sherrill and Bill Wright. Net profit wasin the range of $300, so popcorn proved to be profitable at thisevent. We might try
to operate the popper in downtown Rossville for the two big events up there: Drivin' the Dixie and Labor Day.

Doug

UP Seam thissummer

Congressman John Salazar says Union Pacificisinterestedin hisproposal to provide
passenger train servicefrom Denver to Pueblo during the Col orado State Fair Salazar
contactedtherailroad. Inaletter totherailroadin October Salazar sited asimilar effort
to take passengersto Frontier Daysin Wyoming and asked Union Pacific to consider
atrain to the State Fair, “The Cheyenne Frontier Days train has been a tremendous
successinWyoming. | believethislevel of successcould beachievedwithatrainfrom
Denver to Pueblo. Since passenger service was discontinued in 1974, an entire
generationthat hasnever had an opportunity torideatrain along the Front Range. Not
only would rail transportation potentially relieve major congestion on our highways
but itwould also offer future generati onsof Col oradoansan opportunity to experience
thethrill of railroad travel.”

In aresponse back to Salazar on Wednesday Union Pacific Corporation Senior Vice-
President Robert W. Turner wrote, “Wewould be delighted to provide aspecial train
from Denver to Pueblo for 2007 Colorado State Fair. In talking with your staff, |
understand that August 24th isthe preferred date and that as many as 250 passengers
couldbeinvolved. | amsurethat therewill begreat interest and excitement for thereturn
of our Steam L ocomotive and the Heritage Passenger equi pment to thisroute and we
look forwardtoworkingwithyour officeandthe Col orado State Fair Authority tomake
thisatruly memorableday.

Additional details of the plan have not yet been discussed. Via Insightbb.com news
from Ron Berkman
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Retirement and a

Chapter
Anniversary

OnMarch291finally retired. Y es, | know,
most of you guys said it would never
happen, butitfinally did.| annowa"zero
hour employee" which means that | can
work when | want to, or if needed in an
emergency. | will retain management of
the 3 CREATE projects in the Chicago
area. Sofar, only 4 daysas| writethis, it
hasbeen nice. Somecallsand checking E-
mail but for the most part on my own. Of
course a bad cold set in the second day.

Nextyear thischapter will be40yearsold.
It is hard to believe that it has been that
longagothat theDanville Junction Chapter
was formed. Thisfall wewill plan some
activities for next year and maybe, with
Doug's help, reproduce some parts of the
early newdletters.



